
30 Th1 e Mlontlily Advacate.

I will showv thee my faith by my works. When the awakened sinner,
trembling in apprehiension of corning wrath, asks that infinitely momen-
tous question-" What must 1 do to be saved," Paul replies: "lBelieve
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thout shait be saved." But when the
beiieving sinner next inquires-" How shall I know that I arn saved, or
iiow shall I show to others that I amn savedV" James is ready with the
reply: IlFaith. wit.hout works is dead being alone."

It is therefore evident that the twvo aposties are not like two com-
batants contending with. eachi other. ihey are rather like two combatants,
standing, back to back, and contendingr against common enernies, assail-
ing the trutli frorn opposite directions. Frorn one direction cornes the
legyahist, wlio goes, about to establish bhis own righiteousness, not sub-
mitting hirnself to the righteousness of God. Paul faces hirn, and con-
clusively shows, in ail bis episties, that vain is the hope thiat is founded
on personal mnert. and that it is the righteousness of Christ imputed to
the sinner ani received by faith, that alone secures lus acceptance before
God. Frorn an opposite direction, cornes the antinomian, who insists
that the Moral Law, even as a mile of life, is rnade void by the Iaw of
faith, and that the liberty wherewith Christ makes his people free, is an
emancipation frorn ail moral obligations. Jarnes faces 1dm, and shows
that the Moral Law is unalterable iii its obligations-that salvation by
grace was never intended to relax the christian's obligation to personal
holiness; ar>d that any assent of the mind to the truths of christianity,
or any profession of faith in those truths, is vain and delusive, except ini
s0 far as it prompts to personal obedience, and the cultivation of that
'lholiness without which no man shall see the Lord."

OlINAMENTAL CIROSSES.

1' arn crucified with Christ-with hirn nailed upon the tree:
Not the Cross, then, do I bear, but the cross it beareth me.

Solemn Cross on which 1 dieil, one with him the Crucified.

Shaîl I take that blood-stained Cross-Cross of agony and sharne,
Cross of Hirn who fouglit my fight-Cross of Hiin who overcame?

Shall I deck myseif with thee, awful Cross of Calvary?

'Shal Idrag thee through the crowd, 'mid the laughter that is there;
Whirl thee through the giddy waltz, bound upon my neck or hair!

Awful Cross of Calvary, shahl I deck myself with thee?

*8hall I make that lowly Cross minister of woman's pride,
Drawing, eyes to me that should fix upon the Crucified?

Awful Cross of Calvary, shall I deck niyself with thee?

Shail I eall this glittering gemn, made for show and vanity-
Shall 1 eal this gaud a cross, Cross of Him. who died for me?

Shall I deck inyself with thee, awful Cross of Calvary?"

St. Pauil would have shr-unk withi horror from. the idea of glorying
in a rnere piece of wood. I have no doubt he would have denounced
the IRomnan Catholie adoration of the crucifix as profane, blasphemous
awl idolatrous.-Ryle.


