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AFRICAN BOYS-THEIR PLAY AND
TELEIR PLAY.TFIINGS.

LETTER FROM REV. J. A. BAIN TO A SABBATII-
SCHOOL SCHOLAR IN SCOILAN».

The littie black boys and girls iii Africa
have thieir romps and gamnes just as you
have, though ý>f course very different.
'rhey have their gaines at hall, which con-
sists in choosing sides, and the bail is
thrown up, while the one side try to keep)
it fromn the other as long as they can.
Then they have popguns, soniething like
those at homne, only mnade of bark frorn a
tree, or (if reeds; and they spin tops.
They don't have dolîs, for they have nof,
Olten thernselves as niuch cloth as would
c>ver a doîl, if they know how to mmke
one. But they niako little clay. figures
which are mneatit to look like cîflî', though
the only parts of the figures like a cow are
the great big humtp un the back, antI the
tapering horns. Little black: boys and
girls are really very good temnpered ; thoy
rarely fight, and if you give une of thomi a
pinch ')f saIt, no nmatter how niany thero
miay be, every one gets a littie.

You think children are happy when
they have nice big, airy houses with lots
of nîcethings in thomn. The littie African
only goes into, his house if it rains, or if he
is going wo bed; and if he is tall, then ho
miust stnop to get in, and thon, once iii, it
is aIl dark, unless thero be a.fire which
will likely snioke badly, as no houses have
chitnriys. The houses are just like su
niany bee-hives, and if you begin to build,
you will probably finish your house iii two
or three days at the înost. -A ittie blackie
knows nothing of breakfast, lunch, dinner
or tcat. His muthor gives huaii a littie
basket of cooked niaize mnade into a brime,
and soine beans or leaves boiled, which are
eaten with the brose. This in the morn-
ing and at night is quite sufficiejît to feed
any child.

Often war cornes ons a peacef ni village,
and childreii are tom from their friende
ami their village, whîch they may nover
see again. They grow Up as the slaves of
thuse who capture them, and they in turu

will no0 doubt do the saino to other villages,
and perhaps even fo their own old homo of
long ago. AUl this is very sad, because it
is very true ; and the otily way in whicli
the horrur of war, %with its bloodshied and
cruelty, %vill ceuse ivill bc to tell thiese
puor peole uf that God who is the friend
of young anti uld, ricli anti pour alike.

Just near us lives a pour wonhan wboso
nose, ears, lips, andi hianis have 1)001 cut
Off by the Awenmba, who, whon they
carried othors off, dici not thiink lier ivuîi th~
taking. Anuther pour tuitn nua us unly
three wveeks agro siiffered tie saine, thougla
dieaLh niercifully ended lais sufferiîigs.
One village tive miles froia here liad thîirty
or forty women auîd childreaa casrried usway
by the Aweinba, whlo caie dotvi un theiuî
ivhen thoy wero aIl happy i the joy of gath-
ering initheir harvest homie. A poor littie
baby was fouamd sleeping, all utacunscioms
that its mutîsor was alread13 tiles. away,
huirried by the cruel captors, lier iaeck
tightly pressdl in a slave-stick.

M.y dear, * noither you nua- I cati
change the heurts of these cruel anad bloî,d-
thirsty people ; but wve caio îray tt' Gud to
change tlaen, anti He %whîo kuîows tîtoir
sorrows and sufft'rings will heai ad sen<i
relief to their distress. Poor, dark Africa
groans withi the injustice <>f centuries.--
l'lie Little M3issèî'uarif.

Our young readers remietuber tfîat Ur.
Annaaid was settled about a year ago on.
the island of Santo iii the Newv Hebridtis.
WVe wili boul- Mr. Aauuand tell of what lie
is doing, there.

"IncFeb'y we built a taice coniortab1Lt-
sohool boeuse 26 foot long anti 19) fot wide.
Quate a numnber of the htutives lîlped ast.
it, miaking thatch froan a palan leaf. Jt
cost us nearly if flot altogethier $75. but
this we riaid in mission goods.

Short.ly aftor completing the bouse ive
began schoul iii it at 7 o'clock iii the
nîorning, but our puîils are a vea-y ui-
certain quantity. Sorne duys I have
about twonrty, then five and other days


