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five years they had increascd thie public debt £46,000,
and that great csution was now nocnssary, and acono-
wy on every subject that would bear t.  The rovenue
tud been decliming for the last fout years: he tioped that
it had now reaclicd its maximum, snd that it would
n-ascend, and that a greater sum would be realzed
for the present year than he expoctod.

Mr G. Smith spoke for a while, but it is generally
inposeible 10 catch, in the gallory, what the hunble,
gentleman says. .

Mr Wilkins expressed Jusrepret at observing the
hon. member for Sydncy, giving hs powetful nund to
trifles while so many important matters clanned his
attention, and might be grappled by hun with good
ctfect,  He falt pam

To sea him tiling for his country s goad,
Which grew no betier though "twas tune 1t should

The debt which they had f.card so much of, was

not fairly atiributable to the last House,—as had been
raved, but to circumstances over which that body

Kad no controul, He belicved that the Revenuo of
tiie country had never yot recovered the eflects of the
Brandy dispute. The cpudenuc also caused hoavy
charges. I tho debt wag lugh, and was partly attr-
butahle to expenduures which might have been avoud
ed, did not much henelit accrus to the country in the
nnpeovement of internal convnunication ? and il so,
the debt could not be considered as a total lass,  The
appropriation act wus not the proper field for a refur-
mer, he should fly at hugher gune in a wider field.  In
tho appropriation act he defied hun to put his finger on
niote than one charge that would sdnut of retiench
mant; there might be one, he atluded to an annual
charge for centingent expenses of the Governor. e
had supposed that this grant had been made 1o oot
certam expenses dunng the year; he found that was
not tha case, that (¢ was a wnere gratuily to swell the
Governor's emoluments. If they wero aitting under
a new governor, one who had not received it i furmer
years, he would advise that this should be struck off
When the Casual and Territorial revenues should be
surrendered, that would be the 1iime to reform and
retrench, and 10 fix nn a gond scale of remuneratinn
Ho walud respect ex sung silaries duang the time of
the existing mcumbents, a progpective moasurs nnght
acrange for a future time.

Mr J. Young asked Mr Wilkine to lay his finger
on any subject on which lie would be wilhing to reform,

Mr Wilkins said the burden rested with the wmem-
ber for Sydney; It him pont out items and convince
hin (Me W.) that thev should be altered, and he
would go with .  Officicusness in these matters
would come with a bad grace from hun (Me W ) who
had been an out and out tory, and a supporter of abu-
ses; however, he could fay his hand on lus heart and
may that he wae not of that charactier,

Mr B. Smith moved in amandinent that the suin of
£200, including pay as a mamber, be given to the
Speaker for this year. Besido reducing tems of the
civil list to serve the revenus, new taes ra-ght be lad
on some arlicles, such as broadcloths, ailks, and such
things, used by tha rich, while the agricultural aud
fishing classes should be encouraged.

Mr Dodd spoke agunst tha reduction.  They was
ted more time than the proposed retrenchment was
worth, They co:t tho country about £30 a day, and
this was the second day of discussimg thus stem The
Speaker had recewed £200 a year for turty vears
back; the country was as rich now as when 1t was firs,
given, and the duties of the chair had greatly mereas
cd.
Mr Howe wished for some gencral measure. ([le
dwelt for some time on menber’s pay, the necessuy
for at, and the reduction.) He was sorry that thero
seemed 80 much diffcrence betweenthe two Cuancol.
lors of the Exchequer; the made of exhibiting the
accounts he thought was to blame. He rerollected
that the Master of tho Rolls, when in that house,
devised a balance sheet which greatly simplified cx-
amination ; the same anght be beneficially adopred
now. All were anxious 1o bring expsnses within a
moderate compass. [t was mortifying to see how hit-
tle the House could either grant or withhold; every
House, he thought, had been grossly neghgent in
allowing the permanent charges on the Province to
accumulate as they had done.

tlo would submit a scheme of reducing which
nught be some guide. A clear saving of £1200 might
be made on ths ahnhtion of the Allitia system; from
the disposit:on to teduce the grants to the Staga
Coaches, he put down £200 from that service ; the
Chaplamn's pay, aiready saved, £25; that however
was not at all 8 matter of economy, but of principle.
Ha parconed, that £100 for the Clerk of the Council
was not on the estimate, he supposed the Secretary
withdzew that item, so that he would set it down as
annther saving; a fealing exioted in faveur of stniking
off £85 additional allowed the guager and weigher,
ke included that tharefore in his list.  The goveraer’s

contingency, (It appears that a former House of
Assembly wished to make a present to a former Gov-
ornor, and found that he could not receive 1t consis-
tent with lue tastructions ; thoy therefore, as had
been often done before and hias been since, did thut
by artifice which could not bie done opeuly, and gran-
ted X250 for contingencies!) this Mr, flowe said,
ho thought nught Le struck off, and that lus Excel-
lency would willingly give 1t up.  He proposed this
the more readily, for ho found that the Provincs was
charged £186 for atticioe about Govornment House,
sumo of which he wondered to seo charged; he would
not read the itsins, but if they called the Commissioner
to thoir bar for paying the smms, perhaps they would
not be going too far.  Besdes this sum of 186, ho
3aw a charge an the Casaul retenue of £160 for the
private Secretary of the Governor: tlus was another
reason why he thought the contingent vote need not
re pagsed.  As by an Act of the Session they had
decided that the place of Judge Wiawell should not
be supplicd, they had thus saved £400, and £100
travelling exponces. lle put down another 23/, on
the supposition that that sum would be taken fromn the
salary of the Speaker, or of the Attorney Genoral
These nems weore all Lewde the oxtensive reductions
which they hoped to accomplish at another opportuni-
1y, when the surrender of the revenues should place
w their power. In this way however, he found thata
sum of £2390 might be saved The drawback allowed
to the ofticers of the garrison on the wmes winch they
used, had been spoken of, but he was not inelined to
touch that, By contemplated reductions in the Judi.
ciary, considersblo savings might be effucted at future
opportunttics; and also by the junction of the exeise
with the treasury, o which subject he had prepared
a resolution, providing fcrthe appoatment of u com.
m.ttee lo gnire nto the proposed jucction, which
comantiee shauld report dunng next sesyton. Soine-
thing handsome might be saved m this manner, £2300
immediately, and 2300/ in pro+pect

My W, Young said, lie did not think it fair that the
rcduction of mumbers’ pry snonld bo alluded to as nt
had been. Abonut 1002 wasthus saved to the Province;
the House shounld sit 62 days befurc each member
could draw 420, After some remarks on the debt ol
the Province, Mr Young concluded by supporting the
I’!l")llor for retrenchment; it was a duty, however pan
ul.

Mr Uniacke =aid there seemed a great desire in
eome to mystify the House. The asscrtion that the

debi was occasioned by a vicious legislature, was uot
founded on fxct.  Tho debt was dwmishing year by
,year; the charges made agmst the Hause were aut
true.  [n 1830, the balance agr.nst the Provinee was
28,000 ; in 1831, 46,000; :n *32--'34, 82 0V0/; '35,
81.000/; *36, 0,000/, ‘FThe colhision between the
branches in 1830 greatly increased this debt, ag did
the mad canal scheme. He had been early tanght nm
to expoct much from that project ; tus fither used to
say, Going to dam the Shulienacadie, indeed ! that is
the only thing that Lthey will not danin ! Causes for the
inceease of the debt, independent of vicions legisiation,
had been repeatedly pomted out, but with no effzet—
sl the cry of the debt was coupled with the last
House There were, tho collision hetween the bran

ches, the canal grants and loan interost, the 12sues of
paper for roads and bridges, and the Epideme, In
1834, the notes out awmounted to 63,000/, the debt 10
56,000. A party which persisted in pressngon the
Heuuse, obliged it to take a wise step and 10 recuce the
amount of the paper woney of the Provinee.  The deht
had actually decreased of late years, slthough it had
been made to sppearso formiduble, and ag i1t were
mereasing.

Mr . Young oxplained. as to the 46,000{ addi
tional debt; they tssued 23,0001 i paper, tonk 15,000/
from the saving Bank, and borrpuwed 6,000! more m
ather quarters.

Mr Uniacke persisted that thedebt was decreasing.,
In 1885 1t was 81,000/, aow 80,000/. Hle acknow-
ledged that the member for Sydaey did not utidersiand
cyphering—bat semehow lus sums were not always
correct.  liwas often hard to ascertain the didft of lus
speeches, whether a charge or an insinuation had
been made: He spoke of vicious Jegislation, but de
claced that he mads no atlack uvpua the last House
The reason which that hon. geaticman gave for vorng
for the 150007 to the Shubenacadic Caual, was that he
was willing to sacrifice Englishien fur the benefit of the
country! That was pretty legislatiun, 10 lay downa
schome to deceive, wlhich would be fully developed m
1840 ! According to his very senalonal proverd, of
not gutting fish before catching them, the committee of
supply could not vote a shilling, because they had no
funds in hands, The commerce of the town was in a
good state, and a continuation might be expected for
the ensuing yeat. He approved of the plan proposed
by the hon. gentleman for the County of Halifsx.—
Respecting the popuiarity of Reform, which had been

denied, if there were no Journals kept, or no open

gallery for an audience, they would not hear much of
reform, or only such teforms as those when they doub-
led their pay in closed doors, He had been anxious
since he lirat took a seat in the House, 1o support pro-
per retrenchment; the niwmber from Sydnoy eeemed to
think that he was the only reformer: reformers had
baen spoken of, who, one .ninute struck off £10 from
the pay of the Sergoant at Arms, and the next, voted
7501 to the Militia Inspecting Field Officers ! He wae
nost amused at the Member for Sydney declaring that
he was not Joe Warner. But he muat know something
of that character, for hie said, that Joo Warncr was not
within these walls ! if hie did not know who thal wn-
ter was, how could he tell where lie was, or was not ?

Mr John V. rose, and said that this was not the
place to discuss such topics. Had not the House de-
cided that they should not introduce matiers from the
public papers into debates? Tho pubhic papers was
the place toattack the writer alluded to, ifhe (MrU )
wished to do 8o, not in that House.

Mr Uniacke said, he was too old a soldier to go to
the 't Papers ’* with his rematks. He certainly nvo-
ked the spirt of Joe Warner on a late evening,—he
wanted to find that lictor, that he might point out ono
of the nember for Sidney’s acts, as a fit subject for
s reprobation.  That member seemed to know where
Joo Warner was, he would hear more about him be-
fore the session was over. He saw[no reason why
they should pursue a systemn by which 251 would be
doduced from the Speaker’s salary.

Mr Huntingdon answered very warmly to some
allusions at which he had taken offence.

Mr Doyle thought that the people of the country
wero deceived respecting the power of the House;—
they did not know that so many officers were provided
for by permancent statutes, The plan proposed by the
member for 1alifax would give general satisfaction.

Mr Lewis spoke, but in ton low a key.

Mr Iolland expressed his readiness 1o support any
system which would benefit the pubhic. He did not
like to take up particular items. 1le would willingly
lesson lus own pay, or give it up, if necd be. e did
nat como to the House to make money; but he would
tell them what he came for, although they might
laugh at hun,—'twas 0 sce fair play between Whigs
and Tories. fle did not liko tp single out two or three
sums and then stop,

The amendment was then put, and carried.

Mr Dayle said, that he would move for theroscin-
ding of last resolution, aud that the proposed reduction
should be off the Attorney General.

AMr Doyle moved 1hat 1507 be granted to the At-
toiney Geneial for the present year, m place of 2257,
The Atto.aey General, besides, recened 4007 from the
Casual Revenue.

Mr Uniacke saud that the former Attorney General
was better remuncrated. The sum of 225 was too
Lintle for the services for which it was grunted. They
had better expunge the grant altogether than reduce
t. The 2250 was given os part of a compact; — to
lessen 1t would be njustice.

Mr Doeyle said that the Attorney General held thie
office unul romething better could be provided for hiun
—ho nught soon leavc the office and be succeeded by
another.  None would object to the elevation; — it
would advance lim a step nearer the bench.

My Howe said he did not object to the aum which
the Speaher received out of the Casual Revenue;—
winle 1t went to Toin, Dick, and Hany, the more ho
gotthe Letter.

Mr Stewart was cxplaining that the grant of 225!
gven, as we understood him, for some services nut
strictly Provincial, when the Speaker came from lus
room nto the House.

Tue Hunorable Speaker said, that he was sorey ary
thing cennceted wanh limself should occupy the time
of the House. The Speakership was in their hande,
they nught attach any salary they wished to n, or
none; but he thought the office of A‘torney General
was differently situated, and nught change hands soan
—lie thercfore was desirous to exolain: Misrepresen
talion had been circulated respecting the emoluments
of the At:orney General. It was well known that power
might be exercised in that departinent, and that fees
aught be made,—he appenled to every part of the
country to say whether the power of the Crown were
felt oppressive, since he came to office.  He followdd
the courss niarked out by his predecessor, and did not
press on any unnecessanly. Atthe time that 350/ was+
pawd, the Attorney General had fees on all gronts of
lands made in the lsland of Cape Breton, and on sei
zures whenever he was called upon to file a Bill. The
Home Government had fixed the salary at 6002 a year,
and they enquired what was paid by the Province. —
The answer was, 2002 sterling; that sum had been paid
to his predecessor, in lieu of charges which ueed to Lo
made for daily opinions given o the officers of Gov-
ernment, and which consumed much t:me. This wae

previous to the additional duties of Cape Breton. Mr



