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slfabet. These exampls hav valyu from a
sientific standpont and deserv study “rom
the practical (or popular)one. Hisanalysis
isful and comonly correct. Both deliberat
and coloquial speech is givn. Itis regret

abl that he apears to accept a Londnnese
dialect which is about as bad English as
Viennese is bad German, Itsdroptrsar
about as bad asdropt zs—the latr habit is
tabood, the former deservs it. March says

“The American Asooiation . . .. folos the
z\ronounomg dictionaris, Itabjures peculiar or-
hoepy Thig position is esential. . The lon-
doner has a diferent way of sounding many ele-
ments from that of a Scotchman or an American
-~a in man, for exampl, ¢ in there, o in note, If an
alfabet goes behind historic distinctions. and ads
new oara ‘ters which disoriminate the speech of
London from that of Edinburx and of Boston, it
wil gseparate Enclish into several dialeots and
no Londoner wil able to read an American hook.
Londoners sesm not to think of any such impend-
ing privation. They take for granted that natu-
ral unsofisticated Londonese, the speach nf the
gentlman and soolar of the metropolis, is what is
mont by standard English; that if onl!y it 6an be
set forth in print with all its glides and finishes,
aliits runs of unaccented, indistinguishabt mur-
murs. and varid dropings and insertions, the rest
of the world wil aceept and try to imitate. ..
‘We shal never be able 10 reform our speling by
substituting cologuial Londonese for the present
standard speling.”

Tae New TesraMext translated into the
language of the Ojibwa Indians., New
York, 12mo, p. TI7.

This is one of many such books issued
by Amer. Bible Society. It isinteresting
on acount of the valyus givn the vowels.
The sign for that in but is not quite o but
more like » made upright, a caracter sug.
gested fifty years ago by the wel non filol
ogist, Hon. John Pickering of Boston. [t
has been much used by Amer. misionaris,
a8 Mr Horatio Hale of Clinton, Ont., tels
us, Here is the vowel alfabet—

2 as in father e ag in hate, fate

ias in machine, or e in mete 0 a8 in note

u as in pool or u in full vUas ia sun, but,

A andi hav, in certn positions, a modifica-

tion of the above sounds, as

a in what, was, ali. ¢ a8 in pin, pil,

PRONUNSIASHOUN.

Grimsby Park now ranks swong the
plesantest watering places in Canada.
Amid cother atractions, it is customary
to hav a pronouncing contest there anu-
aly. This is surely betr than the speling
maches in vog & few years ago —they but
helpt perpetuate what Prof. Sayce calls ‘a
mere series of arbitrary combinations, an
embodiment of wild guesses, and etymol-
ogis of a presientific age, the hap hazard
caprice of ignorant printers.’ Good pro-

nunciation on the contrary, is a valuabl
acomplishment. In this year's contest,
the first prize was taken by Mr T..J. Parr,
of Woodstok; second, Rev. Dr Withrow. of
Toronto; third, Mis Edwards, of Seaforth.
Mr Parr furnishes the foloing acount at
our request:

The contest was held in the auditorium, com
peti'ion open to all. This year ther was an an-
dience of about 600 who evinst great interest.—
For & number of days preseding. careful prepar~
ation was made by thoz who intended to take a
part. Ther wer about 40 competitors. It was
conduoted by Prof. J. H. Bechtel, profesor of Ar-
ticulatien in Philadeltia Scool of Oratory. An
umpire was chozn, The w. rds wer printed on 3
long roll expozd to view. Contestants wer divid-
ad into two parts, 2 word Leing givn each side al-
ternativ. When a cumpetitor mispronounst a
word, heretired to the audience. The wo-d was
then pronounst correctly by Prof. B. Wken any
peculiarity of sound was manifest or when accent
was diferent from that comonly givn, the prof.
remarkt upon it and thus considerabl informa-
tion was conveyd. In fact, for days after, pro-
nunociation was a leading top o. Many highly ed-
ucated peopl found their usage faulty, The prof.
was guided chieny by three p)ints in desiding:—
Clear and correot sounding of (1) vowels, (2) con-
sonants, (3 propor Placing of accent. Ii’mmwke
wer made 1u 1st and 3rd, either juintly or separ-
atly, this sent the candidate down. (2) was not
adhered tus - strictly. Thestandardsot author-
ity wer Webster and Worcester. I giva listof
words considerd dificult or whose proper pronun.
ciation difers frow usage of majority. I shal
apend the pronundciation accepted.—allies, al-
mond, amateur, (comonly accented on first sylabl)
bestial, brigand, catsson cameclopard, canine, car-
et, cayenne, coadjutant, coadjutor (the diferent
pronunciation of these similarwords is remark-
abl) condemning, congruent (the first sylabl shad
hay special atention) conoersunt, coquetry, coterie,
cuirass, culinary, decade, defalcate. deficst, didac-
tic dzs}mbille. dishevelled, dieputable exemplary,

Sfacade, falcon, feoff. jinancier, frontier, giaour,

gibbet. Good sens was shown in solecting words
1n comon use, thus showing the audience as wel
as competitors that the:r usage was faulty in the
words most used. I wish yu suoces in the nobl
work of revising the ¢ fenomenal” speling that
now holds curent.

Unwersity College,
Toronto, Oct. *86.

(Accent first sylabl vnles markt otherwise.)
al 11z’ amund amatyur
best yal brig and ces’son ca-
mel'opard canin’ caret ca-
en’ coad’jutant coadju'tor
con dem’ning cog'gruent con-
vecsant co ketri  coterk’
kwr ras’er <we'ras kyu'linari
deced defal’cet defisit di-
dac'tic (not didactic) fran chiz
dishabil’ dishev'ld egzem-
plari fasad’ orfased’ fo kn
fef finanser’  fronter er
fron ter gallus jour jibet.

T. J. PARR.



