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bowever, attributed it to thc passengers smoking
uear crates of cartbcnware, which was packcd
in exposed straw. Water was instantly thrown
ulon the ire, but almost immediately after
part of the vessel burst into flames. The anchors
were instantly ]et go, to keep the ship to the
wind and the ire to the steru. Two boats wcre
also got ont, but the cruel ire came on the rest
before the lasbings could be either loosened ori
eut.

Losses at sea. have been and will continue to
be, but their number may be reduced by fore-
tbougbt, care, and increased study of meteo-
rology. Passonger-vcssels must not be over-
loaded; ire anuibilators muat be always carried;
too great speed must not bc sought, to overtax
the engines; dcad-weight must be prudently dis-
tributed. No reckless selfissb greed of base men
basting to be rich must be allowed to reuder our
inerchant and emigrant vessels less fit than they
used to be to safely brave the dangers of the
treacherous element lu which our brave sailors
get their living, and too often meet their deatb.

110W I GOT MY VICTORIA CROSS.

"YJT011 ant to heur how I managed to get
jthe V. C., do you, old fellow ? Wll, send

over to the Buttery for another tankard of beer,
aud I will tell yon all about it; if's dry work
tulking, and your Brasenose malt is perfection.

Now for my story:
"It was near the close of a glorlous summer

day in the plains of India, if you kuow wbat that
mens; the Sun had just gone down blood red
in a cloudlesa sky, the thermometer stood at 110
degrees in my tent, and flot a breath of air wus
stirring. I had only just returued to camp after
a pretty liard day's work, and bad fallen asleep
on my cot, booted and spurrcd as I came in. 1
bad at that time, as you may remember, the com-
mand of a body of Sikh borse which I had raised
myself, and was, moreover, Acting Deputy Quar-
ter Master Gencral, and Head of the Intelligence
Department to the Cis--Nurbudda Moveable Co-
lumu under Major General Sir George Perey, K.
C. B., 80 had work enougli on my bauds. Ou
this day I had been in the saddle from daybreak
tUll late lu the afternoon, scouring the country
for miles in advance of the columu, aud had
wouud up by a liard gallop of haf a dozen miles
with a troop of mutineer Sowars at my lieds.
Imagine my disgust at being roused np by a big
black-bearded Sikh orderly, with,'1 Sahib, the
Geucral sahib wishes te, see you immediutely in
bis tent.' I jumped up, soused my hcad lu the
big brass basin which we Indians carry with us
cverywherc, pulled on my blue Meer8ei,o and
rushed off to the Generals teut, not iu the, best of
humours. As soon as I entered, howcver, I saw
there wus somthing serlous the matter, and I
had not been routed out for uothing. Tho Gene-
ral was seated ut bis camp-table lookiug very
grave, and with an open letter lu bis baud. By
lis side were Colonel A-, second lu command
to J-, bis Adjtxtaut Gonerul. Sir George
handéd me the letter as I came lu. 1'Read this,
Liautaine; it bus just been brougbt lu by a dis-
guised Sepoy from Shahranpore.' t was from
Major L-, who had long been beleagucred lu
that place with the officers, women, aud chil-
dren of bis own regiment and a few fugitives
from neighbouring stations. t was written lu
Grcek characters, aud ran as follows: 1'Ouly
twenty men fit for duty, provisions very short;
we caunot possibly bold ou t more thian fivo duys
longer.' Few words aud simple, but full of
awful meauing.

lThe difficulty 18 this,' said the General,
turning to Colonel A-,'i JShabraupore is, you
know, ouly somo ttirty miles to the eastward,
and we might reuch it lu time to save theiu, but
then we must leave Bhraghnr to itsif for ut
least a woek, and I do't know lu wîuat state
tbey are tboro, or bow long they eau bold out;
the number of Enropeans there is tbree times as
great ns t Shabraupore, sud tbey bave a large
treasury aud magazine lu. the fort. Liautaine

»Loose tunie much womn by indian officers at
service.

bas sent six spies ut different times with letters
to Bharughur ; the two list came back with their
cars antd noses strung round their necks, and
the otiiers .-.ever came buck ut aIl. AIl our in-
formation goos to show that the enemy are lu
groat force round the place. I daro not divido
our small force ; if we marci to relieve Shubran-
pore, we risk losiug Bliuaghiur, and as thi'3 letter
shows, if we ttempt to relieve Bliuragbur, Shah-
raupore must faîl into the enemy's bauds, and
there will ho Cawnpore over ugain. Wiat do you
ndvisceA-?'

IlThe Colonel's face worked strungely, and
wben ut last be nnswercd, it was lu a thick husky
voice.

Il My wife and chiîdren arc ut Shubiraupore,
Generul, but the safety of Biaraghur must uot ho
risked.'

"' There was silence for some minutes, and as
we looked ut ecd other, o ur faces gathered
bluckncss.

949By G od l' exclaimed Sir George, 1 this is a
fearful position to ho in. Id give a year's puy
to know bow tiings roally are ut Biuragbur.'

"By this time my mind was made up.
1Ahl rigbit, Genemal, write n ebeque, aud give

me till noon to-morrow, and if I'm in luek- you
shall have the information you require.'

Il'1What do you mean, Liautaine? You won't
get any one to go to Biaraghur after the way
your poor devils of spies wcre treatod.'

I don't want anyouo to try, Genral; if
the thing is to ho doue ut ail, I must do it myself.

' Its only twenty miles from bore to Bharaghur
as the erow flics, and I kuow every inch of the
country, us 1I bad charge of this district for two
years bcfore the row began.'

Il1Nonsense, Llantaine, you'll get cut to pieces
as sure as fate, and do no good ither. Wo must
tbink of some other plan.'

Il 1Ho cither foars bis fate too mucb, Geucral
-you know the rest. If the niggors are to have
my scalp, thcy may ns well take i t uow as a ycar
beuce. Auyhow, l'Il risk i.'

IlTheie was a littîs more discussion, butas uo
botter plan could ho bit on, I curried my point
and lefL the tent, to makomy arrangements. Co-
lonel A-followed me ont.

Il' God blcss you, Llantaino, and bring you
sufe back,' suid ho, wringing my baud : and as I
looked ut hlm I saw the tours standing lu bis
eycs. IL took me ratber aback, for the old fellow
was no great friond of mine, and was a regular
Tartar, to boot.

Il1Ail riglit, Colonel, neyer say de. I shahl
live to plague you yet, I hope.

ilI sent ut once for my Rissaldar, 41 and lu five
minutes lhe was in My tout

c'i&1 am going for a ride to-night, Shere Singlu,
lot your sou witi Blwuut Singh, und four other
good meu ho ready lu an bour, and look you, sec
thut they are wclI mounted, and their arms lu
good order.'

ci'1They are always eudy for work, sahib,' said
the 01(1 Sikh, as ho sulutod and went out.

IlI slcpt lik-e a top for nearly an boum, and
awokc feeling gume for anytiing. Tattoo was
bcuting as I rode off with my small party, and
the moon did not ise till uearly miduight, 50

we had gond three hours of darkncss hefore us.
For tho first ton miles we rode bard aloug the
bigh oud wiici crossed a large barren plain,
destitute ulikeonf village and trocs, and bore I
kucw we were not Ekely to como ncross any of the
cncmy ; but ufter tiat the country becamo culti-
vated and tbickly peopled, and we wcre obligcd
to muke our way us best we eould, skirting vil-
lages, feeling our wuy thougi large topes,t iu
many nf which we saw fires bumning, and not a
fow horses picketed.It waseovideutcenough tiat the
rebels wero stoug in eavalry, and bud scuttercd
thexu well over tie country betweou us and their
camp.

"(At last, we arrived, without uuy adventurcs,
witbin baîf a mile of Bharaghur. Tic enemy
were appurently lu very strong force ail round
tic Fort, and their watch-fires were blazing lu
evcry direction. t was mauifestly unsafe for
us to go on auy fertier, s0 I 4ialtcd my men

* Native officer of Irmgular Cavaimy.
t Clumps of forest-trees.

lu a dense patch of jungle, Nvith strict orders not
to move on nny account unless discovercd and
attacked, until my return, uuless4, indeed, I were
absent more than three lîours, in wluich case they
were to make the best of their way buck to
camp. I left my horse, of course, with tbem,
und stripped, kecping on only a waistclotb, lu
which I1 stuek my revolver, aud stole off, sabre
inlu aud, towards the north face of the Fort op-
posite to whichi we were, us I knew tbat tbe only
entrance was ou that sidc. Favourcd by the
darkuess I crept along under cover of mouuds
and bushes, until I gainod tbe north-east angle of
the diteli; the ontrance to, the Fort was nearly
at the other end of this face, but I could not get
opposite to it, as the Sepoys*luad a strong picket
there, and their sentries were pacing up and
down to witbin a few yards of where I was.
Hiere, then, it became ncccssary for me to take
to the water. Croucbing beneath a bush, I took
off my sword and left iL there, but kept my'1 Colt'
on, as I knew from experieuce that iL would
stand auy amount of wet. Now I was ail ready,
and bad uothing to do but to get into the moat ;
but somebow I was rather backward iu going
forward ; the water looked horribly black and
ugly, and by no means inviting. I kuew that
crocodiles were as thicli as thieves there, and it
uow occurred tome for tbe firet timo how extreme-
ly probable it wus thut one of thema might take
a faucy to me. Neyer before had 1 fully appre-
ciated tbe deep wisdoma of oid Falstaff's refiec-
tions on bonour,-bouour pricked me ou, sure
enougli, but would it pull me throngh if one of the
scaly gentlemen down bolow should lay hold of
my leg? The idea was by no meaus pleasaut, and I
must admit that I fuukcd borribly. But it was
uow too late to draw back, and the more I look-
cd ut the watcr tbe less I liked it, souat last, with
something between a curso and a prayer, I drop-
ped quietly iu. Ugli! bow fcarfnlly cold it foît,
tbough the niglit wus warm cenougb. I am a
tolemubly good swimmcr, and struck out man-
fully, but I seemed to be crawling through the
water. ' Ce n'est que le premier pas qui coÙte'
was by no meuns truc lu my case; I had some
tire bundrcd yards to swim, aud by the time I
had got half.way I was, if possible, lu a grester
funk tian when I started. I swamn with my
beard over uiy shouldor, expecting every moment
to heur tie rush of smre buge mugger,* or te
sec its borrid juws ising above the water.
Every ripple startled me, and I could heur my
heurt thumping against my ribs. At last I
rcached the other bank sufe and sound, scramu-
bled up it sharp, and bcing lucky enougli te
find the Enropean seatry a little less ready than
most of thcma with bis rifle, succeeded in per-
suading hlm that I was not "ia nigger,"1 in timo
to escape leud or steel. Lu a couple of minutes I
was snrroundcd by baif the gurrison, and had
told my story. Lt was received witi a wild
hurrah, which startled the gentlemen ou the op-
position bonches not a little, and brought dowu
on us a shower of bullets, which luckily did no
damage.

"' 1Tell Sir George,' suid the old brigadier,
' that we flave lots of fond and ummunition, and
eau bold ont for a fortuiglit if necessary ; but
stop, I will give you a note to hlm.'

dgAfter takiug iL, and a peg of rmm, I was
ready to sturt again. As I was saying 1 good-byc,'
one of the rifles sang ot-

9"'&By the bye, Llantaine, if you should get
knocked over going back, the General vill be
lu us big a fix as ever; you bud botter let oue
of us go with you, two fellows are better than
one, und I am your man?'

"Just tien a Sepoy stepped ont of the crowd.
"'Let me go witi the sahib, a black man

may get through wbere a white one canuot.'
"iHo was au Onde mun, a 'P undy,' aud a

Brabmiu, but had stood by bis officers like a
man? aud looked liko one who uight be trusted ;
80 1 uccepted bis offer ut once, and ho stuck a
copy of tho brigadier's letter into bis turban.
A shako of the baud ail round, a chorus of
i'God bless you,' and ' Gond-bye, old fellow,'
and ve were both in tbe water, swimming like
fishes. Strungely enougi I did not mind it a

* A crocodile.


