14

Lesson V.

The Trial of Peter and John
THE TRIAL OF PETER AND JOHN

January 31, 1909

BETWEEN THE LESSONS—Petor and John, while thoy were speaking to the people in Solomon’s Porch:
were arrested by the Jewish authorities, and put in prison. But many of those who had heard them, believed.,

and the number of the disciples was increased to five thousand,

(See vs. 1-4.)

GOLDEN TEXT—And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with
boldness.— Acts 4: 31I.

Memorize vs. 11, 12.

5 And it came to pas< on the morraw, that their
rulers, and elders, and scribes,! .

6 And An‘nas the higa priest, 2and Caia’phas,
and John, and Alexan’iut, and as many as were
of the kindred of the high priest, 3 were gathered
together at Jeru’salem.

7 And_when they had sct them in the nudst, they
$avked, By what power, or $hy what name, have
ye done this ? .

8 Then Pe’ter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said
\Ilnlm }.hcm, Ye rulers of the people, and clders ¢ of
s’racl,

9 If we this day 7 be examined of the good deed
done to 3the impotent man, by what means 9he
18 made whole ;

10 Be it known unto you all, and to all the
of 1s’rael, that S by the name of Jo’sus Christ ot Naz’-
areth, whom ye crucified, whom God mised from
the dead, even Sby him doth this man stand hero
before vou whole. i

‘11 10°This is the stone which way set at nought
of you I builders, which 1?is become the head of
the corner, ) L.

12 B3 Neither is there salvation in any other:
for therc is nonc other name under heaven ¥ given

ple

THE LESSON PASSAGE—Acts 4: 5-20.

Study Acts 4 : 1-31.

among en, 135 wherebv we must bo saved.

13 Now when they ®saw the boldness of Pe‘ter
and John, and 7 perceived that they were unlearned
and ignorant men, they marvelled ; and they took
knowledge of them, that they had been with Je‘sus.

14 Aad 18 beholding the inan which was healed
standing with them, they could say nothing against it.

15 But when they had commanded them to go
uslido out of the council, they conferred among them-
selves R

16 Sayiug, What shall we do to” these men ? for
that indeed a notable miracle hath been 19 done
by them is manifest to all ®them that dwell in
Jeru’salem ; and we cannot deny i,

17 But that it spreal no further among the peuple,
let us 2 straitly threaten them, that they speak
henceforth to no man in this name.

18 And they called them, and = commanded
them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of
Je’sus. .

19 But Péter and John answered and said unto
them, Whether it be right in the sith of God to
hearken unto vou @ more than unto God, judge ye.

20 For we cannot but speak the things which
we have seen and heard.

Revised Version—! were gathered together in Jerusalem; 2 was there; 3 Omit last five words; 4 inquired;
$in; 6 Omt of Isrue! ; 7 are examined concerning a; 8an; 9 this man; 19 He is; ! the; 12 wag made; ¥ And in none

other iy there salvation : for neither is there any other name; " that is

iven' 1 wherein; 10 beheld; 17 had;

1$geeing; 12 wrought through them; 20 Omit them; 2 Omit straitly; 2 charged ; 2 rather than ; % saw and heard.

Dally Readings—(Courtesy, I.B.R.A.)—M.—The trial of Peter and John, Acts 4: 1-12.
W.—Persecution foretold, Luke 21 ¢ 5-15.

trial of Peter and John, Acts 4: 13-31.
3: 8-1S. F.—The only foundation, 1 Cor. 3: 1-11.
ashamed, 2 Tim. 1: 1-12,

THE LESSON

1. PETER’S
TESTIMONY.
—5-7. Onthe
morrow. It
was  evening
when the two
apostles were
arrested and
imprisoned,
v. 3. Rulers,
and elders,
and scribes;
the three
classes mak-
ing up the
Sanhedrin, or
national
Council of the
Jews. ** Rul-
ors ”’ were the priests; “'elders”, the representatives of
the people; “'scribes”, the interpreters and teachers of
thelaw of Moscs. Annas the high priest ; actual-
ly ex-high priest, Calaphas, his son-in-law, being
high pricst at the time (see John 18:13). But the
title was continucd to Arnas, though he hud been
removed from the office by the Roman governor.
Annasismentioned first,because of his great influence;
he may have continued to preside over the Sanbedrin.
John and Alexander. It is not known who these

T.—The
Th.—God's heroes, Dan.
S.—The rejected stone, Matt, 21: 33-44. S.—Not

EXPLAINED

were. Were gathered together..set them
(Peter and John) in the mdst, Sce Geography
Leseon. By what power, or by what name. .
done this? The miracle could not be questioned ;
but they sought to bring home to the apostles a charge
of using magic, which the law of Moses forbade (see
Deut. 13: 1-5),

8-12, Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, This
freed bim froin the fear of man, and endowed him
with wisdom to answer his accusers (see Mark 13 : 11;
Luke 21: 14, 15). Ye rulers of the people, The
Sanhedrin was the highest court of the Jews. Ex-
amined concerning a good deed (Rev. Ver.); a
hard hit for the judges who would make o crime of
such a deed of kindness. This man is made whole
(Rev. Ver.). The man was present to be scen of all.
In v. 10, Peter declares again that the man had been
healed by the name of Jesus Christ, whom the
Jews had crucified, whom God raised from the
dead. This (that is, Jesus) is the stone ; referred
to in Ps. 118:22 (compure Matl. 21:42), Set at
nought ; despiscd as worthless. "0t you the
builders (Rev. Ver.). The Council are fitly so
called, as responsible for the religious.and civil govern-
ment of the nation. Head of the corner; the
corner stone: on it the walls rest. The church is
founded on Christ, Eph. 2 : 20-22, Nelther, . salva-
tion in any other, The real question before the
Council is not, who healed the lame man's ankle-
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