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any {race whoroby thoy may bo detected,
or the goods recovored. It scoms that
cach of tho propriotors carried koys of
tho safo, one to fit cach lock, and that
thoir koys were nevor ont of thoir pos-
session, Mlorcover, theso keys wero of [
such peculinr construction as to make
their owners bolieve that their safes wero
absolutely Lurglar-proof.

This probably was the case, and had
tho burglurs been compelled to forco the
safo open, it is inoro than probable that
they would erther never have made the
attempt, or else havo been deteoted be-
foro thoy could hiave completed the job.

The detectives, rs usual, have nothing
to ndvance but theories, but their theory
scems, at all ovents, to bo a sound
ono this time, although it will afford but
littlo satisfaction to Messrs. IPox & Co. to
know that the robbers probably visited
their residence and sccured nand took
wax impressions of thoeir keys while thoy
wero asleep. Wo say tuat this is the most
probable explanation of the remarkable
eago with which they oxecuted this rob.
bery, for it was almost precisely in a sim-
ilar manner that they obtained the keys
ot Messrs. Wo'sh & Trowern's safe for the
September robbery.

It is quite evideni, ftom this and var-
ious othes robberies of a similar kind,
that koy-locking safes, howover perfect
their locks, are entirely worthloss in the
face of such nn operation as detailed
ubove, anl the only safo way of Leeping
valunhles is to secure the safes in which
they are stored by combination locks.

Even these, as wo bave before pointed
out, are not absolutely burglar-proof, but
they at least do away with more than
holf the risk. The balance may be
minimised by keeping the store well
lighted up at night and an lhonest and
vigilant watoliman to look after it.

Good safes are now so chewp that any
morchant who trusts to the old-fashioned
ones on account of the expense is penny

wise and pound foolish. The slight
additivnal expense involved in proouring
the modern improvements is more than
compensated for by the increased pro-
tection secured and the peace of mind
tesuluny from the knowledge that every-
thing hus been doue that can be done to
secure snfety.

To avy of our readers*who have not |
yot discarded their key-locking safes we |
would say . don't trust to them any long-
er than 1t will take you to get & new and
modern safe in their place.

‘The losses we have chronicled should
be sufficient warning, and a word fo the
wise 18 suflicient.

ARE YOU INSURED ?

Probably no subject, in these days of
destructive nonflagrations, is more im-
portsnt than that of nlequate fire insur-
nnco, and we aro sorry to say that in
many cages it receives but n vory small
portion of tho consuderation duo to itsim-
portance. Winlo to the thoroughly trained
business wan, adequato fire insurauco is
a necessary adjuuct of his basinoss, to

tho untramed and unthinkiag, it is an
unprofitable oxpenditure of money that

18 made moro often at tho solicitation
of the insurance agent, than for auy
conviotion of its pructical necessity.

No greator orror than this could be
practiced by any business man, for facts
whichean scarcely bo contradicted, furn-
ish abundant evidence that fires will oc-
curin spite ofthe greatest possible pre-
cautions to provent them. This being
the case, it becomes the imperative duty
of every business man to guard sgainst
possible loss from this sourde by adequate
insurauce in some resporsible company,
and the rafusal or neglect to provide
against such a contingency is not unfre-
quently attonded with serious loss to the
creditors, and utter ruin fo the merchant
whose conduot has made such a thing
possiblo.

Probably every one of us can oall ‘to
mind instances of merchants who have
been reduced from independence to pov-
erty by their failure to comply with this
very important business requirement ; and
the wonder is that with so many warnings
before their eyes, thers are any merchants
to be found blind enough to stand in their
own light and thus deliberately run the
risk of commerical shipwreck.

We submit that this question of adequate
fire insurance is one of the most impor-
tant that can engage the aitention of any
L  oss man, either wholesale or retail.

1t is not enough to .be insured, for a
merchant may Ye that, aud stillin a posi-
tion to be runed by o general burn out.
What is wanted, is for each merchant to
have an insurance commensurate with
the amount of stook he carries, so that
in case of a sweeping fire, he will not be
crippled, ruined entirely. So necessary
bas adequate fire insurance become that
we find it bhas become & general custom
among many of ourlargest and wealthiest
wholesale merchants to increase their
wsurance day by day for short date
polioy during -their season of large im.
ports, deeming it too great a risk toallow
weir ordinary amoynt of insurance to

stand against thair inorensed stook, even
though the danger bo only for a fow days
or wooks ot the most, If the wealthiest
canuot ufford to becomo their own under-
writors, by rnnning unnecessary risks, w
stauds to reason that to tho average
businoss man adequato insurance is a
wmattor of vital importance, and should
be.delayed no longer than it takes to find
out the amount of stock and get tho polisy
proprly executed.

A very important fastor in the qnestion
of fire iusuranco, is the standing and re-
liability of .the company insured in.
Mony people run away with the mistaken
notion that any Insurance Company is
good enolugh, and if they are insured at
all they are safe onough. Thore never
was o more absurd idea, and as a rule this
olass of insurers get into smdll Mutual
Companies, with little capital, less respon-
sibility aud no dispotiou to pay, and
the result is that when loss by fire does
occur they aro unuble to get a single
dollar from the company, who will raise
any and every possible legal quibble 1
order to get rid of paying the claim.

Competition in the insurance business -

is 80 keen that thero is but little differ-
enco between tho rates of reliable and
irresponsible companies, and what littie

.there is;.is.-anorve..than counterbalanced

by the additional risk tho insurer rans.

As a rule cheap insurance, means unsafe
and risky insurance, and is dear at any
price.

We cannot better conclude than by
giving our readers the advice we gave
them nearly thres years ago, advice.which
we sincerely trust will'be followed by any
who have neglected this very important
question.

Always keep your stock and property
insured.

See that it is insured in some first
class company that hes a reputation for
honorable dealing.

Read your policy carefully and see

that you comply

faithfully with its re-
quirements: - T 7 T -

If you insure in more than one com-

pany see that your policies are made con-
current, and not each company allowed
to insure a particular kind or quantity of
goods.

There being so very little difference
between the rates of strong and weak in-
surance companies, it will pay you to
have the best if it doss cost you a trifle
more; it is a great advantsge to be in 3
company that is financially strong.
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