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mials, or have painted, wvith different col-
ors, native pictures, wvhicli told the In-
dians somiething of thcir history and re-
ligious belief, and across thc Rocky
Mountains the various tribes of our prov-
ii.ce on the Pacifie have tolci strange talcs
in thicir rock paintings.

Soule of thc Indiaîî tribes l>ave passcd
throughi the stages of advancing civiliza-
tion. as showvn in their stonie monuments.
Thc stone cairn. the totcmic efflgy, and
the period of pyramid building mnark
somne of the stages of native culturc amnong
widely separatcd races of the earth. The
Plighiting Stane o' Lairg, now in the
Canadiani Inistittute Museum, Toronto,
points to the days of 'tlie Druids in Great
Britain, and ini its ncient lhome in Suth-
erlandshire. Scotland, thousands of loyers
pligbitcd their trothi by shaking bauds
througli the orifice in the centre of tîxe
stone. Mysticism and superstition wvcre
blendcd in the courtship, and inarriage
culstoins of thc plighiting stanle. he folk-
lore of tîxe Ottawvas bas preserveu for bis
the beautiful legend of the White Cross
Canoe, which is found in another formn in
our Nortbiwcst in the legend of Qu'Ap-
pelle. The poetic imagination of tic na-
tives of Central America describeci Copan,
tlie most ancient city on thc western, con-
thulent, iii glowing colors, withi its great
circtls. pyramids, temple and suinging
stone hanimock. Juarros. iii bis hiistory
(Jiuteaa gives the accounit of Fuenl-
tes. wvbicli is worthi recprding. " I the
ycar 17010, the great circus of Copýan stili
rcnxincd cutire. This ivas a circular
space, surrounded by stone pyramnids
about six yards bigbi and vcry wcll con-
structcd. At the base of these pyramiids
werc figures, botbi inale and female. of
very excellent sculpture. wbîcli theni re-
taincd tbe colors thicy bad- becîx ciiamcUelcd
witb and wvbat wvas not less rcmarkablc.
UIc wholc of themn were hiabited lu tbe
Castillan costumie. ln the middic of this
airea, elevaitedl above a fliglit of steps. w:îs
%Il place of sacrifice. T'ie saîie author
(Fuentes) rzlates that. a short distance
fromn the circus tlicre was a portai cou-

structcd of stone, on the columns of
whichi werc the figures of men, likewise
represented in Spanish habits, wvitlî hose,
ruif round the ncck, sîvord, cal) and short
cloak. On entering the gatcway tîxere
are two fine stone, pyramids, miodcrately
large and lofty, from whicli is suspcnded
a biamniock that contains tîvo hiuman fig-
ures, onle of cacbi sex, clothcd in the In-
dianl stýIe. Astonishimcnt is forcibly ex-
cited in viewving this structure, because
large as it is, there is no apearance of thc
component -parts being joinecl together :
and aithougi entirely of stonle, and of an
enormous weighit, it may be put in nmc»
tion by the sligbitest impulse of the lîand.
Not far from this biamniock is the cave of
Tibulca ;this appears like a temple of
great size, hoilowed out of the base of a
liiil, and adorncd -with colunins liaving
bases. pedestals, capitals and crowns, ail
accurately adjusted according to ardhi-
tectural principles :at the sides are num-
erous windows faced wvith stone ex-
quisitely îvroughit. Ail these circuni-
stances lcad to a belief that there must
bave been some intercourse betwveen the
inhabitants of the old and new world at
very remote pcriods." The padre at
Gualan told Stephiens, the explorer of
Yucatan. that lie biad seen the swinging
hianxmiock, and an Indian renienxbercd to,
bave hecard bi% grandfatber speak of it.
yet it is prob)able that it is the resuit of
the superstitions fears of tbe natives.
Relics of due savage life of our ancestors
stili reniain in somne of our custoils and
beliefs. and witli the growthi of our cul-
turc, the advancedl state of our religion.
science, art and- literature, there: sbould
follow corrcspouiding growtb i lu oral ity
and freedoin froin superstition, yct in
uîiauy thiugs we remnain savages in becart
ancd lufe, flnding cleligbit iii brute* force,
î>ersonal or org anizcd. and we reveal to
our fellows tbe b>ase and ignoble sie of
that nature whicbi should ever be noble
aud divine.
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