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» + ‘THEy LIEE-CLOCK.

RY J.w. \RKIIR.

What is this within my being,
Ticking, ticking evermere,

. iLike the souad of fany foatfalls

Dropping on some distant shore

" ¥rean bear it in the midnight,
Henr it in tho busy day,

Hear its clear and measured numbers
Wheresoe'er I ¢hance to stray.

-
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£70p’ fliat, mivstic little dial
. »uoThere are clear and telling linos; .
C'Or which the sunlight glmexs,
> And’ the passing’ hour defines.
- Quicku'. quicker it is beating,
Swifter move those mystic hands,
~»W3ith their ean and spectral ﬂn"cxs

i enPointing. o the shnlo“) lands.

rDut the day of life is waning,
Souu its shadews will dechue, .
* And soon within my Spirit’s dweling
Cease the itile. mrstic chime.
D, o'er all its wotions fa'ling,
Gathers decper.day by Cay,
Yuices, fram the future calling,
Seem to beckon e away,

] .

TLeling tales lm.q clock is telling,
- -As the days aud hours recede,
- 5, Wling cvery thought ansd action,

“ UYL we give it Ditle heed.
Sometimes o may hear it 1ineing,
Loud and clear, the passing hour,
Sending throvgh {h¢ toni's deep chamber

: . Toues of deep mysterions power.
’ Y(.L we fuld vw arms anld lsten
To a thowmnd stiangei sonuds,
Whilo the Life-clack, all unheeded,
Plods its tivcless, solctan rounds.’
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| OUR COMMON SCHOOLS.

When will the great mass of the people
become sufliciently aroused to realize tho
fact that the greatest, and most important
olenient of ofit tational” organization, i§
the common schools ?  Somie of the great

est "and most renowned statewen wh
ever trod the American seil, have received
fheir first liftlong dpulses bencath the
admivistration of sonic rural pedagoguc,
iii‘a feww brief years tliose' who are now in
possession of the &roat and vital intercsts
of 'oir national governuient, will haveli
pa.sscd dway ; and their places wilt be filled
by “those who ‘are now pursuing  ticir
studies under the tuition of the nurse of
duitiivtional “prosperity. - T do not wish
thidricoiurage “the “idea that our ‘Colleges;
a5t otiér adtariced 'institutions of lears-
fn' < 4rd'to be sobat ndught; but I wish
to impress upon your minds thd fact; that
thoy can occnpy no other but a subordi

nate "f)ésit‘i.oii,‘“h'eii they ave compared {e
with ur ‘¢ommon séfiools. The boy is
unques:honably now livi ing, who will sit in
the])rcsldemiul r"lmr i ‘tincteen hundred:
whitther he is 'now roumitig over the spn-
cimts fields ‘of Ca]xforhm sliding down’
ill on'the snowy eliffs of Muin‘c, or chas-

|ing butterflics on the broad pmiries of

Minnesota, is a problem which tnne alone
can golve. In'ho way can we bé cnmwcd

| which will contribute more to the happi-

ness and well bem" of the great mass of
our cmzens, than by cudeavoring to cle-

| vate the c]xamcgcr of our common schools.

Tho thought has oftén occurred to my
mind, \\hy it"is, that a good common

*. . Eld
school 1 15 one of the most unconimon of all

, | cominon thiings, which olir' common coun-

try affords. Perhaps in this connection,
a few substantial reasons to sustain the
veidiet’ which fhm:c réndercd against the
chiskistor of our Common schools might
ot be’ \\'ho]ly unacceptablo Perlm}p.s
one of the grcatcsf. réasons which is pre-

| veiiting the 1 mass oI‘ our common schools

from, being ‘what they should be, is a
wiit of ccropemhon bctween parents and
teaclxerc }]"vcry onc \v'ho has ever had’
any c\phncnce in feaching will uphold me
in sa)mz. tlnt !.bc dutics and responsibil-
ilics of “the teacher " are not excelled by
those of :my ‘other occup'mon or profes-
The dutics 'md obligatlms which
:\rc Thcwhbeut on the te'lchcr are necessa-
rﬂy arduous and tiresomé ; and mthout
P ibehts dnd gmrdmna do all in fheir pow-
¢t 16 encourage the te':chcr in bis labors,
thcy never ¢an see their c}nldrcn properly
cducatéd. The tcaclxcr 8 not an isolated
béing who is tétany unconncctul with
lus‘ﬁ.l]ow men, Whose ]w'hcst duty con-
sx.,ts in cn&cavorm" to teach “the young
1dca how “th shoot," mthout receiving
c'.cn an cncduﬁ«mv snitls to cheer lim

i’ lon&]y work 'but hio is a being like
othet Héihis, who' fcquxr(‘s the co-apera-
tion ot 2R The Fritids of cdwcation, in
drdet torprosceute his Iabors successfully,
If:the parents and fruardians of the Lui-

QIOD

pire rStdte'Bave the .edueation. of “thej;

riging gieneration ob heart,” i ahey wish
to sce their postority clevatéd. to positions
which will he an'tiondr-to themsdlves and
their country, they must co-aperate in

vcr) entcrpnac “]uch has fur its aim the
advanicement of the oy of educntnon.
The old adage that l.no‘““klg, g0l er,
is strwtlv true \MI cmumst'mc.c.s —
For without knowledge “lmt is mun —
H¢ Ty bé likened unto a biind person in
a muscum, surrounded Dy a countless
variety of objec}é,,wlﬁch wore wisely eal-
culated to insure his happiness; but if he
is intellectually blind, they conduce no
more. to  his bappiuess than if thoy.did not
cxnt
The nest objection which I slxall urgs
upon your attention, con;hts in the _gen-
eral neglect of parents to visit the schouls,
which are making lifelong impressions
upon the minds of their children. If one
of these puarents had a valuable youny
horse which he wus hiring kept awyy
from his own stable, Le would hardly be
persuaded to remain at home without once
inquiring intosthe treatment whicli. Yig
animal was receiving.  He would be ans-
ious to know the kind of food with which
hig horse was supplivd, and many other
things which would contribute more or
Iess to his proper dovelopnient; but it is
strauge' that so excessive 2 degree of con-
fidence, exists in that class of persons
knowgn ,as school teachers, that parents
feel safe in trusting their children in their
care for weeks, menths, .and sometimes
years, without cven inquiring with regard
to their mental and 1moral food.  No par-
cnt gan say, that he has performed Jus
whole. duty to the rising generation, untl
he bas. made 3 persunal esamination of
the school which lie is supporting. It not
unfrequputly happens that tructoes expel
_t.hcir,gt')ach?,r, whon  they have not spent
eveil,one Luur in cxamining the character
of the sclioyl. . Nowue can fuil to sce that
this is a grosy, iuju%ict. to. the teacher,—
All thyso. who are interested in the, ause
of education, should do all in their power
1o raise gur cemunon schouls to that high
and clevated position fur, which they wero
desigied, ; W.Invixg HarLock,. |
0 Clamudon, N.Y. s
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A FaiR, I ,\CIIAhGB.—-An Insh gehool
mistress, houostly declared i=It's Jistle

hey pay.me,.an! spre.its -mighty little.

taches ‘em.



