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rvhn Stanley, . D, Dean
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Aud lost any shonld plead
differont  interpretations, the
same St Augustine avers this
later opinion also, touching the
necesary  communfeating  of
hilre 1, to haveonaa beenthe
commen  judgement of the
Chateel of Rome”  Such were
thedoc trines of the Fathers on
Tnfant Baptism ;—dloctrines so
deeply  stiugour whole con-
cop.inr of God and of 1aan,
that, fu eomparison, the grave
vat qquestions now in dispute
shrink intoutter insiguificance;
doctrines so wholly different
from those profeased by any
Euglish, we may altnost add
any Emtopean  clergyman, of
the present day, that had the
Pope humsell appeaved  be.
fore the ishup of Hippo, he
wonld have been rejected at
onee as an unbaptized here-
i
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Baptiam itself was aflected in
the postponeaent of the rite
of Confirtnation, which down

as au essential part of Baptism,
simultancously with 1t. An

belialf of the receding doctrine
of Angustine by Gregory of
Rimiui, known amoug his
“seraphic” and “angelic” col-
leagues by the unenviablo titla
of “Tormentor Infantum ;" und
soine of the severer relormers,
both in Englandand Gert.any,
forn few yoars clung to the
sternier view, But the victory
was really won ; and the Coun-
cil of Trent, nio less than the
Coufession of Augsbury, and
the thirty-nine articles, lias
virtually abandoned the posit.
ion by which Popes and ¥ath-
ers once maintained the abso-
lute, uuconditional, nystica

1t fan more pleasing task to
trace the strugele of Christian
gondness and wisdom,by which
the Church gradually was de.
fivered from tlis fronn yoke,
Even in the Patristic age itselt
(1 its earlier stage)the subjug-
aion had not beeu complete.
Tetullian and  Clirysostow’
1nust have accepted with hesi-
tation, if they accepted at all,
the universal condemnation of

- unbaptized children. Salvian,

who acknowledged so freely
the virtues of the Vaudal here-
tics, must surely have scrupled
to repudiate the virtues of the
unbaptized heathens. No gen.
eral or provinaal council, ex-
cept the Fifth of Carthage,
ventured toaftirm any doctrine
on the sulject. The excoptions
in bebalf of martyrs left an
opening, at least in principle,
which would by logical conse-
quence no less admit other ex-
ceptions, of which the Fathers
never dreaamed.  The saints of
the ald Testament were rescued
from their long prison-liouse
Ly thu hiypothesis of a liber-
ation effected for thew in ades-
centinto hell.  But these were
contradictions and exceptions
to the prevailing doctsine; and
the gloomy period which fol-
lowed the death of Augustine,
fraught as it was with imagin-
able Lorror of a falling empire,
it was not likely to soften the
harsh creed which Jic had be-
queathed to it ; sud the chains
which the “Jurus pater infan-
tum” had thrown round the
scals of children were riveted
Ly Gregory the great.  Atlast,
however, with the new birth of
the European nations; the hu-
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One by one the chief strong-
holds of the aucient belief
yielded to the purer andloftier
instincts (8o use no higher
name) which guided the Chris-
tian Church in its ownward
progress, dawning wore and
awore into the perfect day.
First disappeared tho necessity
of jmmersior, Then to the
Master of Cautences we owe
the decisive change of doctrine
which deliverel the souls of
nfants from the evetlasting
fire to which they had been
handed over by Augnstineand
Fulgenting, aid placed them,
with the heroes of the heathen
warkd 1ttt mild Limbo or
Llyswm  which  eversbody
Luuws in the pages of Dante.
Next fell the practice of ad-
ministoving to them the Fuch.
aristic clemeats  &ast of ail,

N y of talal 4
o1 the boudy and soul of the un-
conscious infaut, The Eastern
Churcly, indeed, with its usual
tenacity of aricient farms, still
imncrses, atill communicates,
aud still confinas its infant
wenmbers. But in the Western
Church the Christiau religion
has taken its froe and natural
course; and in the boldness
which substituted a few dreps
of water for the aucient bath
which pronounced a charitabla
judgement on the innocent
babes who died withont the
sacraments, whick restored to
the Eucharist its original in-
tention, and gave to conflrm-
ation a meaning of itslown, by
deferring botl these} rites to
Yyears of discretion, we havent
once the best proof of the to-
taland noceseary divergence of
modern from ancient doctrine,
and the best guarantee that
surely, though slowly, the true
windom of Christianity will Le
justified of all her children.

*“The constant opinion of the
ancients” in favor of the un-
conditional efficacy and neces-
sity of Raptinn has been lap-
pily cxchanged for a constant
opinion of the noderns, which
has almost, if not entirely,
spread through the whole of
Christendom. No doubt, trac-
es of the old opinion may oc.
casionally be found. it is said
that a Roinan peasant,on being
remonstrated with for spianing
a cockchafer, replied, with a
full assurance of coaviction
“There is no hatm in doing it.
Non o’ com battezzata™—*It is
not baptised stuff.” *“Theyaro
not baptized things” is the re-
ply which many a acholastic
divine would have made to
the complaint that Socrates
and Mercus Aurelius were ex-
cluded from Parsdise The
Fiench peasauts, we are told,
regard their children before
baptism simply a8 animale,
Even in the English churchwe
sometitaes hear a horror ex-
presed Ly some  excollent
clergymau at using any religi-
ous words over the graves of
unbaptived persons.  The Tul-
tic which, in the dissstrous
epoch of 1662, was for the first
time introduced into the Pray-
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change iu the form itself, For
the first thirteon centuries the
alinost universal practice of
Baptism waa that of whicli we
read ju the New Testuwent,
and which isthe very meanng
of the word “baptize"—that
those who were baptized were
plunved, submarged, itnmersed
intothe water. That pracidce
is still, as we have scen, cone
tinued in Eastern Churclies.
In the Western Church it still
lingers amongst Roman Catho-
lics in the solitary instance .of
the cathedral of Milan, among
Prot ts in the sect
of the Haptists. It lasted
long into the Middle Ages.
Even the Icelanders, who at
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aactumient of the Lord's Supjet in
the broad without thy wine. For
that was a change which did nat
effect tha thing which wae alfgul.
fied ; wheroas the cliange from
fwmersion to spriskling has set
ustide the larger part of apoetolic
latiguage regardivg Baptian and
has altered the very mostiung of
the wonl.

To be Continund,
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THE AMERICAN CONGRESS

OF CHURCHES,

The skfen kindly and sweetly
sunled upon the quiet old ity of
Hartfond, all the days of the firet

ting of the Awerican Cong
of Churchea. Its list of Vioe.
Presid tained men of

first shrank frown the water of
their freeziug laker,were recon-
ciled when they found they
could use tho wartn water of
the Geysers. Aud the cold
climate of Russia has not
been found an obstacle to its
continuance throughout that
empire. Even in the Church
of England it is atill observed
in theory. )
Elicabeth sud Edwand the
Sixth were both imuiersed. The
Rubric in the Publie Baptisw of
Iafants enjcins that, unless for
apacisl cases, they are to be dip-
ped, not sprinkled. Butin prac-
tice it gave way since the begin.
ning ot the seventeenth ceutury.
With tho few exceptions just
mentioned: the whlole of the
Weatern Churclics have now sub-
stituted for tho ancient Lath the
ceremony of eprinkling a fow
drops of water on the face. The
reason of the change is obvious.
The practice of immersion, apos-
tolicand primitive though it was,
was peculiatly suitably to the
Southern and Eastern countrics
for which it was designed, aud
peculiarly unsuitable to the tastes
the conyenionee, and the feelings
of the countries of the North and
West. Not by any decree of
Ceuncil and Patliament, but by
the general sentimeat of christian
liberty, this great change was af.
fected. Not beginning till the
thirtesnth oeatury, it has grade-
ally driven the ancient Catholic
usage out of the whole of Europe.
There ie 20 one who would now
wish to go back to the old prac-
tice. It had no doult the sanct-
ion of the Apontles aud of their
Master. It hadthe eanction of
the venerable Churches of the

countries of the Fatt. Baptiem by
sprinkling was rejected by the
whale uncient Clinrch (excopt in
the rare esse of deathbede or ex-
Lrome nocemsity) s %o baptiom st
sli. Almost the first exception
was the heretic Novation. It
stll has the eanetion of the pow-
erful religions commanity which

er book furhidding the perf:

anceof its burial service over
the unbaptized, which tilt thea
had been  perwmitted, still,
through the inducnce of Cons
vocation, Waintaius its place.
Bt these are like the ghosts

of former beliefs—lingoring in
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amch nebla chamacters 20 Joba
Bangan, Robert Mall, and Have-
lect.  Ina version of the Bible
whichthe Diyptist Church has
compile] for ite ewn use iu Amer-
i, where it excels in b

early azes, and of the racred

vatious cvangelical churches and
of uonevangelical churches ss
well.

A pleanant feature of the ser.
vices waa tho simple aud hearty
congregational sluging. “Aa for
bugles aud corncts they are an
abonsination in worship.”

The fitat session was held on
Monday evening, May 11, and
after singing and prayer, a briet
Lut felicitous addresy was made
by the President, the Hon. Hetay
B. Hameon, Govetuor of the
State of Connecticut. He raid:

It was o happy sxcident which
led to the choico of Hartford «s
the first mecting of this Congruse.
For it is the distinction ot this
comumonwealth that here, she
spruig into existence with the
declaration of her faith in God
upcn her lips.”

Papers upen different themes
were read and dtiecussiong folluw-
od, ull Being carriel on in &
friendly way.

Ono discussion npened by Fath.
er Grafton, of Boston, who an
nounced himself as a kigh-ehurch
proselyte and Ritualist, followed
by Dr. Broadman,who announced
himeelf asa “low-church Baptist*
which tucned the laugh on Father
Grafton.

At the fourth final session the
hall was Genoely packed, and the
interest 1eached & climax in the
closing papere and addresees.
Sabject, “The Historical Christ
Considered as the Trus Contre of
Theelogy.”

Its prophecy, if I may wee the
torm, way be truthfully stated o
this, that, around this diviasly
human pereon, Jesus, the Christ,
the Som of God and Som of mas,
Christiane will oue day unite. It
was votod to 1hold the next an.
nual mecting in the city of 8¢,
Touis.
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ABSTAIN FROM %VIL.

That Intelligenco is necessary
10 control our actiona and guide
usin all the duties and viciml.
tudes of lifs, raust claim the as-
sont of all intelligent minds. In.
telligemoe aad success ar0 20 tn
timately connected, that, to gain
the latter wo Mot possess the
former. And diffeient sphetesof
action, itate the i

rll bat the Mcthodists, it is

thonght neooesary, and on philo-

of varial and  comprehensive
knowlalge  The more important

“aagntane with ol thinga oo
sl with the  undertakin,,
| whet'or tor ttimeur eternity  The
+ Jawd b anangad thut all his
"rurvanta be well supplied with in
et bt abent Gl Sution pepannd
of thew, mid fas aven e woud
tatral with b the Laowh e of
bibs Wik power, gou bnese and iy
Jotny o ande uaoynall ur dut
fes to du, ol toward Wl s
crotunn The suonledgem the

Unvestigated, The scriptures it
be scanclud Lefore atg oy will b
Chiltel wath the kuowlodye of the

spatusl wdertandimg”  The
Paaliniee  wrks;  Swhorewsthal
el a young man ddeatoo his
way P oatd replien, Yy taking
beed theteto acenhing o thy,
word.” (Panlanw 119,9.)  He ulson
mays, “The statutes of the Lo}
maketh the sdmple wine
Readivyg the senpiuges on g
duty op to gratify cilodty, will
nol  protit much.  The reading
witit by te diccuver the Lonta
greatuess, e will und werey.
We shoul! read 47 ill our minds
with diviov trutl, thut our uet-
fone tuay I conformed to the dis
vine pattern, und vyr destres purie
Gud and elovated.  We nre coune
sclled 10 “lovk fute the perfect
law of liberty” and walk acourd.
ingto it ;that we niay be Llessed.
Now 1f auyone should tempt to
eril, lot us fullow “the perfect
luw of hberty,” and dofwat the
topter. Solomon watns ue not
to “follow u wultitudo to do enil,”
siot Jot siuneen ontize u.  Who-
avee thinks ot reading his or her
Bible, toloarn how te hehuve in
& theatrs, or a bal! We ate

it thove paort where gaioty and
hivolity we the onler of the
place. ko Londz word will tell
as how 8¢ abstuats fooen ull nje
pearaticed of vvil to be aoen 10
e teraples of minth, where
sewshful piety 1< dwetioyed by the
abuiading witthiul gprt. Dear
friends do not  tuplan that you
RQire  exescie, for Ao sy
liave it withous fespuentings plag.
vi wiere the Lond 31 torgotten,
Thoabful reader, stoald the
Lond call you fu the nldet of
sport aid gaicty, how vauld you
answer filed Could anyono nek
the {.rd o bles< thelr conduet n
there pluces, or give him, thanks
for the cpportutaty to pend pree,

i, | tuus tine 80 foolisbly 1 Think of
Lol will o all wisdom and ghy Sfusterls nae by which Lis

people are called, and seek for op
portunities to “walk worthy of
his kangdom and glory,”

Lat Loth old and young if they
ate lappy, cheorlul, sdwonish
one “another tn Pashus, hymns
and spititual songs,” and keep
their cliristian rolws pure, that
their hearts way not condemn
thew {n the Lord's presence, We
sy W ull our youthful readers,
drink freely of the deep pure
spting of divine truth,andthought.
fully survey the graudeur of the
Lonl comiug tu all the glory of
‘the Father, and earthly tnfling
sports will lcsa thele besuty, and
you will enjoy & good conscience
tow, and a goud hope for tke fu.
ture.

Jonx Burcmanr,
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Thoso engaged in opposing et
tor need employ 1o power save
that of trutli—a guod cause needs
10 bud wespons,

The popwiar mun is he who

not told to behavy in thew, but
how v keep away from them,
We look in valti in tbe Lond's

pliments the good and leaves
the Lad unmentioned: the true
man is he who speaks of both as
they deserve.

VALUABLE
Law &Whitelaw, Publish

The Living Pulpit,

sad

Yroblem of Human Life, by A. W.
On the Rock. by D, R.

Lecturen and Addresses,
Living Oracles,

Contradictions of Orthedoxy, Collins,
WORKS OF A. CAMPLELL.

SRRMONS.

PUBLICATIONS

FOR SALE MY

aps Christian Worker.

$ c

Christias Hymn Book, wediu, 75

Rovised Christian Hywmud), %

Popular Hymns, uote edition, dith, 50

“ CYs “ l‘

COMMENTARLES.

On Natthew and Mark, by McGarvoy, 2 00

“  Gospal by Luke, by J. 8. lamar, 2 00

*  Mebrews, R. Milligan, s 00

Aualysie of 4 (}Q‘qmln and Acts, ¢ ¢ 2 00

On Acte, by J.W 1:.“ cGatvey, { 82
Op Ro by. E E

sk BIOGRAPHIES

Life of Flder Jolin Smith, by J. A. Williame, 2 00

“ « of J, T. Johueon, 100

« ¢ Elder Walter Seott, 2 00

4 Knowles Shaw, the singing evangelist, 19%

@« Tenjumin Frauklin, g 88

DEBATES.

A. Campbell and Uwen Debate, Evidence of Cluristisnity, 1
A. Camplell and Bishop Purcell, Debate, on Roman Catholie

Religive, )
Bredeu snd llughey, Debate, Beptism and Work of Joly

Spirit,
R Franklin and J. A. Thompeon, Delute, Calvinism,
i. B.n\“Villlm u‘ml Jacob Diteler, Debate, what is Christiaa

Baptiam,
Sweeney n‘;\d Crawfond, Declate, Differonces betweeu Diaciples

MISCRLLANEOUS.
Gospel plan of Balvation, by T. W, Beenta,

H

U TN T g
e 88 ¢

Aall,

Ll X 4

Family Companion, by K. Goodwi

Western Preachers, 30 sermone,

Gospel Preacher, by B. Franklin,
L “" " »

Farly History
The Mcesiahslip, by W Scntt,

A good selection of

Sketches snd Writings, of R Franklin,
of Diecipies, by A & Ilayden,

Volume2,

(LR
8888888 3w 8888 ¢

-3 80 A3 B BS »w

TR \CTS on hand,

LAW & WHITELAW.

3

e -y



