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Mrs, Edgar, whichi was 'iiglv a-ppre-
cîatcd. 'lie service at st. PaunFs
Çlîurch attracted over 10o peole and
file littie building wvas comipletcly
filcd. i«'veninig l'rayer was read iby
tic inctnbent, Rcv. Geo. Gandier,
(South River> taking the Lessons.
rîîcu six candidates %vere prescentcd
for confirmation. l'lie l3ishop flot
oniy addressed the candidates but
also prcachc(i. The Bishop's words
feil on attentive cars, for ont ail sides
it wab pronotinceti to lie thc best
confirmation service ever lheid in the
village.

Ncxt morning the Bisiîop ani 'Mr.
Piercy toolc train for Burk's Falls,
where in the evcnîng the Bisiîop con-
firnîced a class of seven-of whomi
twvo werc aduits-in the Chutrch of
Ai! Saints. Of dts service it niay be
noted that !he responses were more
than tistally liearty, becauise led by a
strengthiened choir. The canticles
and iîynns wvere brightcned by tie
support of a coînet as %vell as the
little cabinet organ.

At 3 o'clock the ne.\t mnorning, (the

4 th of Pcb.) the I3ishop ieft the par.
sonage to catchi the north-botind ac-
coniodation train.

Fastirxg i Scotland.
rh. %ýe11ihGAî da, Marc, %th, i8S7.

The spirit of the timées is at present
ai in favour of niaking religion wvith
its practices and duties as easy and
agreable as possible. Coinfortable
churches arc filcd (or flot> witli coin.
fortabie people reclining on com for-
able cushions in comifortable pos.
ttres, who attend services for the niost
part rather to gratify personal predilcc.
tions than to conforiii willingly to any
sense of dutty to the great Head of the
Chutrcbi. E t raordinary sermions on
extraordinary subjects, se. called brigh!
musical services, varied and occasionai
sacred concerts and Ilpleasant Suinday
afternoons," appear best calculated te
induce many Christians to give np, an
hour-and.a-haif of that agreeable, if
some',vhat sonolent, ease tiîat nowa-
days cliaracterises the Christian Suin.
day. \Ve do flot complaiîî of comtfort.
able churches, or c',en of comfortable
cushions, in thenmselves, nor shotild *ve
be se boid as to decry musical services,
or even sacred Sunday concerts; wvhat
we do assert is that there is a great
and distressing tendency to limit relig.
ious duties to sncb accidentai things as

those are. That the, grcat l<tiy of,
professung Chlristian,. in Scotl.înu atrf
infected ',vitiî tiii, qpirit of an tuuîastCul
iated Chiristizt yt% no ont., %wigu kiows
anlything of the li1 es of tl.u lîColit. I .li
deubt. iEverytiîing gus to show tlit
1rsiyteriaisîuii. frontî sinote t han )lne
point of view, lias degcuicratcd. 1 t lia>'
lost niticl of its old nîlanly pncty andl'
rugged grandeur, si lias aliandoncîl the
austeritv of its Puiritans discipline, . anid,
wiiilc sute gain uuay h'eacrti ot
a few thoughtfui l>resl)tîrianls wvull
agree tlîat the gain is but little c01in-
uiensation for the luss. Fcw ailong,
theini %would care to welcollit. hacl the
old l)are, bal(l and dreary services u-t
thîrty years ago, still fewver w oldt Ilu.e
te revive tile severe Calvinismn that
once wvas tlîe staple of l>resbyteriaîi
doctrine, but %vu blieve nîany sincerel%
regret-and with good reason-tlie
abolition of the old fast days, wiiicii
arc now te Le fouind oniy liere and
therc in the countr3 as l)atlieti( relics
of a more seriouis genseratueuî. Ift old
be easy to level objections against
tiiosc old fast days hefore Coin niuutoti 1,
bmut tlîe spirit inculcatcd bý tiein wvas
assurediy more apostolic, miore catlio-
lic, and miore nianly tlîan tue preseiît
nerveiess and flabby Clîristianity fliat
ansinates by far file niajority of Scot.
tisli people to-day.

It lias conte to tlîîs, that lin nianv
parts of Presbyterian Scotland thler(!
is now flot evenl tue nisse of fasting to
remind people of a duty that tue Cath-.
olic Clitirchi lias at at ne tivme failed to
enforce. If lîîstory teacmes anytliing,
it is singularly coriclusive ont tliis
point, that, let a forni of religion once
cast.off or neglect ail asceticismi anti
self-denial, it at once, like an t-idiscip-
lined arîîîy, loses power, detaclies the
loyalty of its followers, anti lIs te
attract fresli adiierents to its tanks.
Is net thisjust wliat our Preshyterian
brethren are fiîiding, and is not, at
ieast, part of flhe causse to lie fonind in
the hict chiat now no season or appoint-
cd days exist to niaintain tue discipline
andi tue privilege of voluintary self-
denial ? "IN e may be thankful that
our Chuirch lias flot so far slipped frontî
tlîe old imeetings as to drift into the
baneful tendency of religion.iiiade eav.
In tiierry, at least, we ha\ e Our seasons
of seif.denial, wlien tue Chutrcli dions
the sombre garmients of the ascetic
lite. 1Ie need flot blind our c3es to
tue dangers of an irrationai and foolish

11>11 ýttim tlhev . arc lulaini clriiugh ta

'ioni ofI tficu uuua: ',',*îIl viîotugli Il(-pot
plogitîtl tili tii'', aîliIori oc ,îe'ltl
llýlt* U et , t.'' ian at pi t-sent thu',rs'ei
lilkel', tt" liq. For ',',làat 15 the. plaini
uuîlV.risillîeti t tt albunît tuh ter' Ii.

01 siit Il a titoiiu., asLent auiuug oil
buh es : li.u 'e ti fat tilt-d ýi tact

thl, un spite i)f Our ardî.s- l icisian
to Latliolit î1* 1 tof o~ i juca ur
i rayer i Ook t eà 'Il. hilg, andî iii tut'
teetih of rullîrlc% wlhih îîot .aIl tfile iuî
gcuiuity of learnied cmttnrai ati

e.\ [la 1 i .î wav, (lie Lt..eîue anid (cluer
fastsý of tlîe Cîuirch seriouisly affect
oîîly a friiige of eut peîople. T) tile
liêlk ot Lpsoîlai ent sigiies

little more thans tlîe singing uf wlîat
iniust hie iiieaiintgiess% l\ uiîns ahi 'it

ait ng, amic ti spt. cLil attentionr (or

inattenîtion, as tlîe case iiaN lit) to
seruuîons tlîat caîl, allit oftei ii \.ait),
for graver antd miore serlohis tiiouihts
thai tile average suiîda: dis. ulr 'e
deuuîiînds. iit\ uuîd tue situer t îrc le <>1
thc faurliuil té, iii ouîr cutîgtegations
the dîitý Of fastuing ne\. et appeals , the
averat: Clitircliiiiî ab .a rule due-, lat
keep Lent. Sticiî a statu of niatters
and %vu do not tinil it -- in lie e.ge
ated - iiiil)eratively deiands a reniîely.
It us eviderit that a large nutriler of
peoipie sec no duty restmuîg iupon tieuin
of obelueuu.e to tue (lirhsrule of
fabting., andi we unake 1,îld te say (liat
to soinc extent the rpoilityfor
dtis resîs '.'ith the cIerg3. 'llie dlcirc
cating, liall ajiologctiR muanner iiiwiîJ
tue practice of self-deunial is trtatcd, su
far front arousing in the peoile an>
sense of dut>, often excites aiily a
pit)ying couîteuîipt for suicl '' sioppy"
tliings as fasting and abstinence are
niade out to lie Leiiten exhortations
too frcî1uentl\ auîîouuît t'a îotlîing usuore
thans feebie suiggestionsb to stîio'ne a
litile less tobacco and drinik a little
less beer, and even tiiese becoie lost
iii the preaclier's selicitude for his
delicate people's lieaîth, %vith the rc
sit tlîat unlosi of the coligregation on
tue Stinday Ieavý the: chuircli w.ith the
couîîfortable feeling that the> uîa\
safcly dispens cnic' frut ttii'
irksu.nie andi d.ingtroiis rult. o uthe
Ctircli. Thlere are again soiut few
jîreacliers '.'.ho err on tit: utiier À.dc l)>
ain assuuniption of '.iogunatisui that irri
taies flic tiioumghtfîil, anid b) a !.t

torial rc-ferent.c tu petty rties tlî.ît art.
nmade to appear ridiculous to tut-


