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serving the Loyrd." I shall now attenipt to, prove and illustrate the
idea thus suggestecl to, us. -the conipatibility of Religion with the huai.
ness of (Jommon Life.

We have, then, Soripturo authority for asserting that it is flot in.
possible to, live a lifo of fervent piety amidst t ho most engrossing pur.
àuits and engagements of the world. We arc to make good this con.
ception cf life,-that the hardest wrought man of trade, or commerce,
or handicraft, who spends his days Ilmidst dusky lane or wrangling
mart.," may yet be the most holy and spiritually-minded. We ned
not quit the world and abandon its busy pursuits in order te live near

te~~« God neredt n )t bid, for cloistcr'd ccii,
Ourneiohbor anîd our worki farewvcll
The tri"ial round, the cornu-on task,
May furnish all we ought to ask,-
Roora to dony ourselves, a road
To bîing us, daily, nearer God."

It is truc, inde'ý&, that if in ne other way could we prepare for an eter-
nal world than by retiring frcm the business and cares cf this world, se
momentous are the interests involvcd in religion, tluat ne wise man sbould
hest±atet submit to the sacrifice. life bore is but a span. Life bore-
aftcr isfor ever. A lifetine cf solitude, hardship, penury, were ail toc
8light a priice to pay, if nccd hc, for an eternity cf bliss; and the resultj
cf Our Most incessant toil and application te the world's business, could
they secure for us the highest prizes cf earthly ambition, would be pur-
ehased at a. tremendous coat, if thècy stole away from us the cnly time
in which we could prepare te meot our God ;, if they left us at last,
rieli, gay, honored, possessed cf everything the world holds dear, but to
face an Eteruity undone. If, thorefore, in ne way could ycu combine
business and religion, it would indeed bo, net fanaticism, but rnost suber
wisdom and prudence, te let the worlâ's business corne te a stand. 1:
wculd ho the duty cf the mechanie, the muan cf business, the statesni,
the seholar-men cf evcry secular calling-without a rnoment's delay
te beave vacant and silent the famihiar scenes cf their touls; te turn life
into a perpetual Sabbatb, and betake theinselves, one and aIl, te, an
existence cf aeaseless prayer, and unbroken contemplation, and devoutf
MBOUl.

But the very possibility cf such a sacrifice proves that ne such sacri.
fiee is demanded. Rie whe rules the worl is ne arbitrary tyrant pro-
scribing impracticable labours. In the material world there sre neo


