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w'hat lie inuist do. lie thouiglits that formnerly troubled imii retuiri Nvitl,
re iouibled power. Ife bas Ctide.,v3UtirCd, it is truie, to fuillil ail hiis duties. Buit
%vilat is the state of his solul ? Cati lie, witli a polliited souil, appeau before the
tr-ibunal or so terrible a God ? Hie vaiSt beconie hioly "-for titis lie wvil1 go
jin the cloister, lie wvi1l enter a couvent, lie wviil becoîne at mnonk and a priest
ii te Auigtstiîtean oider. 11e ýwil1 there become hioly, and be saved.

It Mas a terrilble blow to bis parents whien Luther entered te convent at
Erfîurt, and an astottishutient to ail bis fricttds, andl, as it plov'ed iii the entd, a
painfiti expýIer.imenlt and( a vain onte, to gaini salvation. Christ alone cotuld

pardn su, buit Luthier ltad that yet to learu. Hie thouight to imerit salv'ation.
clirist alonle is the siiuer's righiteotisiess and sanctification, but lie l\fliy
beiieve1 the w'ay to hecotue lioly and just was to shuit hinmselfiUp within lioly
Nvaiks, atnoîgst a hioly l'rothieriood, attd 1)Crforinfl oly offices. (30( desigtied
iiiti to be the forenîost reformer or the Cliiurch,) and titerefore led hinmi throtngl

ail the pî'oceesses of Lite Clhureli, to shlow itu tteir eiînptiîîe,,ss atîd 'aîtity: led
Iit at leti to Rie itselt', and mtade liimi see the blasphieinous liollowtîess of
ail its cereinoniies, aîîd the vile corruption of the mnen hoe held iii suitl vettera-
tioti. Buit it is nto part of ouir design iiov to followv ltir throiigh al titis
\vearisonie couirse, or to recoînit tie paiilul revelatiotîs of vanity and corrîtp-
tion made to Iiitui step by stop as lie wvas lpd alongr. It is rathier witii Litltcî's
experieîtce as a Clîristiati than as. a Rieformer, that our presetît purpose is con-
cerned. lie object before its is to sec lio% te Lord bronglit litti ouit of bond-
aige int< liiîerty, an(l out of darkniess itîto lighit, and brouglî,It itui at last ont of
chutrchi proceFses, and ouit of the ways of iîis own. cevisitîg, to take the ILord
Jestis as the ail ini ail, raLlier tiat to shiew liow lie 'as trained to break te
boidage, and dispel thic darkliess, of an. ensiaved and beigblted Chuirchi.

Butricul. in the colivent at Eifurth,' lie toiled and suiffered two terrible
years ini v tit. for salvatiou. H-e becaîne emaciatcd, pale, liollow-eycd, duwii-
cast, itopele33. Th'le ioveiy and noble Staiupitz, Vicar-General, and liîad oftlite
Atignstine order in 'Ihuringia, wvas the first to shied any ray of lighit uipou tite
dark and troubled nd of Luther. Staîîpitz pointed Lulther to the Word of'
God and to te -grace of Christ, aind inspn'ed litu w'iitli soîne gleatns of hope
tiat lhope inighlt sonie tinue be itis. Buit althioiighI the tioods of wrath. fron. te
wilnwsi of lieaven. were stayed, and the founitinis ot' hiei froin beneatit were
closed, the waters gooxer imi liad not yet suibsided, the dove of peace folnd
yet ilo resting-piace in Itis sotil, and te bow of te covenanît of promise biad
tînt yet sprning forth to lus view. Itideed, blis sti-uggolcs, atîd watchings, and
faCstiwg, hr-Ought imii to te briiîtk of the grave. lie wvas scized with an iii-
lie,;s tliat tlireateiitd bis ire. Onue day a venerabie monk came into bis cell.
Lifther openied bis heart to Iittii. Despair liad seized upon. hiiun. lime paitts
of' lell g t liold of' Iilut. he good old ttan poitited Iiiii to blis credo. Luthter
liad leairuted the aposties' creed it i s childhood, and itad saiti it over tholi-

;it' f tinies ; butt whien the mnîk repeated to itui, in. tîte toutes of a sincere
f-aith, ti'e words, III believe in the fo?'givctcss of sins," thcy carried a liglut atnd
ai uuttsobi1tioti nover before Udlt to flic sufllèrer's soul. "Alit!" said te notuk,

you inust believe tuot iiiel-eiy that, David's sis or Peter's arecogvn the
dlevilq belicve thiat. 'rie comuinatinent of God is that w"e believe our owni
s-ins are lorgiveu. St. B3ernard says, in bis discourse on the anntunciation,
« Jlie testinmony of the Ily Ghiost Lo your hecart is, Thky sis are forgiven.

LDiier believed, and joy filled bis soul. lIe rose quickly from the
depIti, of' despair, aumd frcin the bcd of sickness. Lfe froin te dead -%vas ri'v,,À
hitti in a t'vofoid sense. lThe forgiveiioss of situs -%vis ever after a living article
iti bis fiaitadntada etri h psls re.II nw n
~wtnes a nots ta da ee the graetsn aposte fcre . ButIe knw , the
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