Cae weeae g et an o, 8 UG o ken O Wb of earrisges, anvthing bey. nd a —wﬁ!kin;:
teanbitul Lhgure and gracolu detennor | youl puco s oxtromoly  problomantienl.  Tho slow
will bo the bello of the scaron ; and  with ! order of rotution m which the wheels move
3 our furtune atud position, dukes nnd earls perves however, 1n place of a conversaziono
will bo payug homago at your foct.’ « for tho cquestrians who are sgeon lounging

¢ Lmdeed, I bope not, Aunt Mulcoln,” ro-; by the sido of those wheels which contain
pited Blancho, blushing deoply. anytbing tke a pretty face, or a partio in

¢ And why pot, my dear ? it 18 nothing . other respects desirable, discuesing the
more than yourdno, and what I fully ex- ' fushionable topics of the day. Numecrous
pret ; 8o got rid of your country diflidence ' wero the polite bows of recognpition directed
und blushies 8 Buoon a8 you possibly can, !to Lady Muleolm by hor aristocratio ac-
whicl here would only paes for gaucherie or quaintances on passing bor carriage. But
mauvaise honte. { the two moat pertinacious aflixions to oach

Constunco 1 her turn olicited some very gide of the carriago wero Lord Henry Bayn-
futtenng encomntums from Lady  Maleolm, ' ton (second son of the Duke of R——) and
exceedingly gratifying to her son, who re- Sir Jobn Martinkale, a young sporting
plied, * Wall, my denr mother, I think wo! haronet ot largo fortuns, both woll known to
mny show our two girls agamnst any twoin Lord Maleoln, who being introduced to
London ; but they must not be spult by too Blauche and Constance, maintamed their
many comphinents or too wuch indalgener, position for some tico to the oxclusion of
as wo koep thewm prettv strict in thoe cuuntry geveral others, equally attracted by the
—don't we, Aunt Gordon ?—for fear of therr beauty of their fair occupants of Lady Mal-
runuing away.' { colm's carriace, and  bovering near in the

* Oh, Charles,’ interposed Lady Malculm, « hopes of ani ntroduction.

* you wust give mo a full sccount of all! [ord Henry baving oxhausted bis fund of
thuse dicadful proceedings with that manvais topics, generally considored so entertaining
suct, Lord Vancourt. The maddest scheme ' gnq jnt: restiog to young ladies, about the
1 over heard of ; but he has always bren a i opera, bslls, parties, reunions, receptiouns,
wild, reckless man, and living alwost by his gnd other gaitien, quocunque nomine gau-
wits tho last three or four sensons.’ dent, nnd recoiving very unsatisfactory re-

* It was n well-planned schemo, thougb, plies from Blavche to his various inquiries
tuy dear mother, and Blancuo had a narrow 5g 10 mo. ting ber at the Duchess of C——'s
escapo frum being whipped off to the land of - party on the 10th ; the Countess of D——'s
eukes ; for hud Will Beauchsmp arrived ten pajlon the 14th ; or Lady Mary W—1s

minutes Iater, that villain would lhave had
her sufe enough 1o Ins travelling carniage.’

* Well, Charles, you must tell mo all par-
ticulurs after dinner; and how are 1y
fnicnds, tho old and young squires of Bamp-
ton, and Hir Lionel 2

*Well snd hearty ; and you may oxpect
the honor of & visit from Will next week,
who is cowing up to town to look after us
all, and prevent these gitls bewog runed by
too much dissipation ; as ho docs not consid-
er & couple of aunts and oue man cousin
suflicient to keep them within proper
bounds.’

* I sball be delighted, Charles, to sco my
iuung friond agrin, as you knuw be has ever

ecn a pet of mive.’

* Yes, my dear mother, and since he hus
grown up a tall, good-lovking young man,
ke bas now becomeo a pet of young a8 well
as old ladies.’

¢ Indeed, Charles, that 18 not at all an un-
likoly thing to ocenr , but who are the young
ladies you allude to ?°

* Oh!' repled Charles, carolessly, * thero
is a brewer’s daughter, with a hundred and
fifty thousand pounds, moro or less, with her
pa’ and wa' hard at him ; and one or two
other demoisclles '—casting & significant
look nt Blancho, who blush. d aud trembled
with apprelension—‘I suspect, have sot
thoir caps at him ; but two to one on Miss
Wu:t'erbouom are tho current odds at pre-
sent.

* Miss Who, Charles ?'

* Winterbottom, my lady wother—tho
great brewer's daughter.’

* Goudoess, what & name ! exclauned
Lady Alalcolm 1n amazement.

* Yeos ; just faucy tho clectrical effect of
such a namo boing passed up from flunkey
to flunkey on ono of our grand roception
uighta | why, my dear mothor, the cry of
the roof ou fire 1n a crowded thoatre, would
bo nothing in comparison to tho consterna.
tion created among your aristocratic friends
by suoh an announcement, who would rush
dpwn-gmrs without waiting for their car.
Tingces.

* Indeed, 1 could nover receivo such peo-
Ellx’:\ lx!:; n:ly houag ; but alurc:}y :‘Vxlliam Beau-

b does nol serious
this “1“) " ‘ y think of marrying

‘ No saying, my doar mother ; sho is
a prelty, fascinating artful httlo hussy.’

K Then, Charles, writo directly, and ask
Liim to come up without dolay, as I know
thie vory person to suit i, a rich young
widow, just five-and-twonty, vory handsome
agroeablo, and pleasing 10 manners, with
cight thousand a year at her own dispoeal ;
and Beauohawp is the very parson sho

rand concert at the Hanover Square Roomns
ton the 14th, he raised his bat and withdrew;
being soon after joined by the baronet, who
had likewise oxperded his stock of smmauni
{ion on Coustance with little betler suoocess.
“Well, Bayntun,” inquired Martingale,
¢ what do you think of the hejress 2
! ¢ Nonplussed, my dear fellow—can't make
“ker cut ; fine, handsows girl, with splendid
1 gyes and beautiful complexion, that isall I
now ; but for conversation, whether from
-reserve or shyness, I could not get her to
‘lpeak a dozen words.’
¢ She don’t fancy you, I suppose, Bayntun
! —not good-looking enough.’
! ¢ 1Wall, a8 to that, Martingale, I flatter
'myaelf that is not the reason, unless every
miurror I look into is & false reflector. But
! how did you fare with Miss Beauchamp ?*
‘ * Ob, well enough whilst we conversed on
couniry affdits, fox-hunting, riding, &o.; bt
{wo came to a dead stop at the very tLreshold
| of the Opera House; in short, these two
girle are only just fregh up from the country;
but we shall soon alter them to town paces
and town fages also.’

* Well, Martingale, I'm for the heiress,
mind,;who with her ten thousand a year
would suit my book exaotly.’

¢ Ab, I dare say, Bayntun, and make up
for that devilish bad book you made on the
8t. Leger of last year. That was & most un-
toward event, my dear fellow ; and if you
go often at that killing pace, ten thousand a
year wou't holdout with you very long.
Moreover, Malcolm, although a capital fel-
low, is a cannie Scot at bottom, unco’ sharp
about the siller, and, depend upon it, he will
tako proper caro that his cousin's money is
muade safe enough to herself befors she mar-
ries.'

¢ If I can win the yoang lady over {o my
side, Murtingale, the odds against Maleolm
aro fitty to one ; so I shall try my luck, at

any rate.’
As Lord Henry retired from Lady Mal-
colm’seerriago, Lord Daunby, who had besn

watchiug for the opportunity, drew up on the
same side, and his sudden appearance caused
the color to rise on Blanche's checks, from
the remembrance of their last parting at the
Priory. Tho wholo ocourronces of that
eventful day instantly rising to her ming,
caused such a rovulsion of feeling that her
sgitation becamo perceptible to Lady Mal-
col, as sbe could scarcely at first reply to
' Lord Danby’s salatation ; but, soon résover-
1og horself, she answered his several .n.
quiries with such indifference and cooluess
as to convince him that the sentonce she had
Leen forced to pronounco was not lkely to
bo roversed or re-gonsidered. Danby, on

MLV LstaL s gt dauunty wauy Vi wivus
were persoraliy known to Lady Malcolm.

* Who can that be,’ inquired tbhe Duchess
of B~ of Lurd Henry Buyntun, who bad
just entered ber box, siting with Lady Mal.
colm ? She appears very young, and very

retty, althouuh ovidently new to London
Kl’o, from bior bashful and timid looks,’

¢+ "[hat is Miss Douglas, your grace, Lady
Malcolm’s niece, who makes her first appear-
anco to-night 1u tho fasmonable world.’

¢ Ob, I remembor now thoe name—the
young lady whom Lord Vaneonrt attempted
to run away with.'

* The eame,’ replied Lord Henry, ¢ and,
by all accounts, Vaucourt made & very uear
thing of 1t.’

¢ Pray lend mo your glass a moment,’ ex.
olaimed Lady Mary, the Duchess’s eldest
daughter (who had now entered on her fifth

London season), *I really must have aj

thorough scrutiny of Danby’'s idol ; for no
one, in his opinion, can bo comparedto Miss
Douglas—=and there, I declare, i that foohsh
bey just entering their box.'

¢ Well, Lady Mary, what is your opinion?’
asked Lord Henry, * as I shon!d think you
must by this time have scanned her foatures
sufficiently to know her again.’

* Protty, rather, though country-looking,
with a super-abundance of pink.’

* Occasioned, perhaps,’ suggestod Lord
Henry, * by Danby’s appearance ; but look
again~—there is not too much vermiilon now,
or my vision is defective. Shoe has fine eyes
and bandsomo features, certainly.’

* Oh—so0, sv," rephed Lady Mary, rather
contemptuously, returning the glass to her
mother ; ¢ but Danby takes extraordinary
fancies into his huad about women.’

Being offered a eeat, Lord Daunby remain-
ed some time in Lady Maloolm's box, con-
veraing with the ladivs, and occasionally ad-
dressing obsorvations ontheoperato Blanche,
which were rather more courteously received
than st their first meeting in the park. Ia
fact, Blanche, reproaching herself, on reflec-
tion, for her very distant behavior to him on
that occasion, now relaxed into a more
friendly mood, seeing her repualsion of him
then vuad been noticed by ner aunt, whose
looks were the reverse of commendatory.

Ineffectual efforts were made by other

loungers, who occasionally looked in, to|

obtain an iniroduction to the beiress; but
Lord Danby tenaciously holding his posi-
tion, &8 a bar to all otbers approachmyg her,
in whom ho still took 8o deep an interast,
remained oblivious of the lapse of time untu
the last act of the opera, gwhen, apologising
(l;or his long intrusion, he reluctantly left the
oX.

‘When the curtain fell, Lady Malcolm ex-
prossed her intention to remamn  during the
ballet alsg, and Blanche, remembering Beau.
cbamp’s remarks, rose from her seat, and
making an oxcuse that the glars of thelights
affected her eyes, Constance changed places
with her, and she felt relioved on finding
himsclf near Mra. Gordon, who, equally dis-
pleased with the prospect of the coming ex-
hibition, had vainly endeavored to persusde
hor gister to leave tho house before the ballet

-

commenced.

¢ You are quite right, my love," whispered
her aunt, ¢ in withdrawing from that ex-
posed positjon, although my sister and
Charles laugh at our pradish 1deas, as they
call them, about the danseuscs. For the
fatare, I shall order my Own carriage to be
ia waiting after the operais over ; but I did
not wish, on our first appearance, to give
offence to my mster.’

As Taglioni flitted aoross the stage, throw-
ing herself into her most gracefnl though not
very modest attitude, Malcolm, delighting to
tease bis cousin, said, * There, Blanche, is
not that quite perfection?' And now, as
with a twirl she stood for a second on her
toes, * Wouldn't you give a good deal to be
able to astonish Will Beauchamp with such
a feat as that ?' or * Look now, that piroutte
—my stars | how Beachsmp would stare
to se? his darling perform suchk an evolu.
tion I’

‘I'm surprised at you, Charles,’ said Mrs.
Gordon, ¢ tormenting your cousin in this

S . TR s
all, and on whost account principally this
detestable exhibition is still fostered in a pro-
fessedly Christinn community ; for my im-
pression is decidedly that theso imumodest
displays fan tho flawe of passion of men,nud
tend to keep ulive thoso unballowoed desires
I wluch sensualists only will and do sc freely

indulge. ‘To such the ballet at the Opers
Houso is the grand attraction ; and so long
ag it is countenanced by those ladies in the
biguer sphero of life who give the tone to
fashion, so long will it continue a reflection
on their own characters and a digrace to a
civihsed nation. Can it be o matter of sur-
prise that right.thiuking Christian winisters
inveigh so bitterly agairst theatrical exlnbi-
tions and balls, when their tendency 18 so
palpably to debase and demoralize the minds
of young persons of both sexes ? Were plays
divested of coarse jokes and doublo enten-
dres, thoy would be restored to iheir primi-
tive province, as a medium of instruction
and amusement, instead of, as now, the
means of curruption to youth ; and of balls
it may be said, there is nothing o bjectionuble
in our country dances or quadrilles ; but the
furoign introduction of waltzes and polkae,
now go universally adopted, tends to great
laxity of manners, and of morals also.
Human natvure is ever prone to evil, and

to check these inclinations. Butinthe oases
alluded to, as if natural passions were not
strong enongh and hard enough to subdue,
additional excitements are added. Modesty
ig like the fresh bloom on & plum, which,
when oncarubbed off, never returns.

Blanche and Constance, when they bad
rotired to their roorus at nighs, althvugh de-
lighted with tho orchestra aund the singiug of
Grisi and Lablache, could not repress their
feelings of repugnance to the ballet,and Con-
stance resolved to entreat Malcolm to spare
them both the repetition of sach a scene.
The next night thore was a ball at the Coun-
tess of Arnmore's, in the same square, for
which Lady Malcolw, in anticipation of her

: niece's arrival in town, had accepted cards

of invitation some time previounsly. Lady
Arpmore being still young and handsome,
although arrivad at tiyut time of lifo when
1adies will not counfess to their age, was one
of the leaders of kaut ton, and her parties,
therefore, quite recherches, which will ao.
count for her rooms being 1most inconveni-
ently crowded on this occasion, so that the
dancers had scaroely sufficient space to glide
through the figures of a quadrille.

The first person to accost Blanohe on her
entering theroom was Lord Danby, who en-

Lady Malcolm to aliow him to introduce his
motuer, the Duchess of B——, to herself
and Miss Douglas, which was, of course,
gladly acceded to. Blanche's natural timid-
ity was considerably increased on finding
herself among a saet of perfect strangers, and
it must be confessed she would bave ;%ndly
preferred being a looker-on instead of being
looked at ; but having no excuse to refuse
Lord Danby, she was obliged, though most
reluctantly, to take her place in the daace,
and to be stared at and pulled fo pieces by
the other young ladies who entertained cer-
tain views of conquest over her highly fav-
lored partner.
¢ Who is that timid-looking creature dano-

ing with Lord Danby ?* asked Lady Fanny
Trimmer of her partner, Lord Henry Bayn-
tan.

* Miss Douglas, Lady Malcolm’s niece, and
an heiress with ten thousand a year.’

¢Ob, indeed ! than Danby has turned for-
tune-hunter, I suppose ?°

¢ I think not,” was the reply. * His opin.
ion on thst point ig pretty well known, al.
though he was sitting with ber the whole of
thohopera in Lady Malcolm's box the other

bt

¢ Well, I am surprised at his want of taste.
What can ho seo to admire in a bashfal,
country-looking girl, without the semblance
of fashion about her ?'

¢ Dauby is an odd fish,” replied Lord
Henry, ¢ and takes odd fanoies into his head,
but 1 suspect is in earnest about this Scotch
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gaged her for the first danoce, and begged i

(- scery estssevussmy gUUME BITT IS, * s
with Danby ; sho is ovidcullhy newto m
life." ;

‘leq;-s.' relf)lieg Maleolm, * she 18 my e,
and this 18 ber first appearauco op {
lon boards.’ pe the Loy

¢ Well, I thought so, Malcolm, and iy
better, in my opinion, on that account, Wi
you mtroduce me ?'

* With pleasure, if we can work
round to whore she stands.’

This being effected after some trpy
Malcolm presented Lord Asrshiro toF
and he at once begged the honor of her by
for tho next dance. T8 being granied,
remainedstanding near ber unt:l the quady
was finished, when his arm was offered 1
accepted. Great wus thoe dismay of Bl
when a waltz tune struck her car, andty
partnor was procesding to take up bis
tion in the circle now quickly formug,

‘T beg your pardon,’ she said;‘dy
instoad of the mnext dance, I ought ¢
have said the next quadnlle, a8 I §p
waltz.' ,

¢ Surely you will not dec'ine ons o
tl.wo turne to this enchanting air, Miss Doy

as ?’

¢ Yes, my lord." Blanche replied, firml;,
* indeed I must, and shall be obliged it yq
will conduct me to my aunt, Lady Mamg
—or, &8 | ses my cousin opposite, I esakh
his urm.’

*Indeed, Miss Douglas, I will with gt
pleasure counduot
colm, whom I have the bhunor of k.
ing.

On finding hor aunt, sho expresied by
surprise at Blanche not joining in the duw,
exclgiming, ¢ Why, my dear, your comiy
nofions on this and some other pith
are rather too partioular, and
really must give up these old favhized
fancies.’

¢ I hope not, dear aunt,” was {ke ¢ix
reply, 88 she sat down by ber gide.

*1 am gorry to differ with your ladpd;
upon such an importaut point,’ added lms
Ayrshire, good-humoredly ; but I mutay
plaud Miss Douglas’ resolution to actabe
own feelings dictate.’

¢ 'What | teacbing robellion to my uise,
Lord Ayshire? replied Lady Makeln,
langhing,

* Not that exactly, I hope butasIsmm
{o myself the right of acting accordingtonj
own opinions, I sm Jiberal enough to coneds
the same privilege to others; and s¢ Mis
Douglas disapproves of the waltz, I o
resp. ct her judgment, althongh pronom
againet myself.’

* Then, albeit a decided waltzer youndl
rejoined Lady Malcolm, ¢ you will not saed
tp in its defence ?' .

¢ Not absolutely, and I am not guikbsm
that I shonld select a waltzing young by
for my wife.’ L

‘Very oonsistent indeed, my lord, induig
young girls to act contrary to wha.tgonm
sider right, and then condemning then &
yielding to your own persuasions.’

* Or rather, yon shonld 8ay, Lady Malslz,
yielding to their own inclinations, for &q
sre quite free to say yes or no.' .

Lord Ayrshire remained talking withLslf
Malcolm and Blanche until tho waltzersid
ceaged their gyrations, when he led berfrit
to take their places in the quadrille 24
forming ; and from his having expre
opinions so congenial to her own, Blan
feeling more at ease in his company,
restraint and timidity gave way to
cheerfulness and vivacity. Her paris
with the tact of a man of the werld, st
ed withoat much difficulty in obtaining ¥
tolerablé insight into her charscter snddir
position by the answere returued to hisv
ous questtons, and he was gs much charme
with her naivete of mind, as ho had st ﬁ!:
sight been with hor beauty and elegance
person. Lord Ayrshire's attentions to b¥
Douglas did not fail to be noticed by Lod
Henry Bsyntum, and many others, whié
drew forth the remarks—

our y

you to Lady Y

0!
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To be Continuwed.



