
mainisters nunîbee 62.3 ; eIders, 4540 ; pro-
hntinners, 72 ; and studentes nf diviiity, 136.
Thc incuine of the year, from ail sout'rces,
Ias been.£265,56i. As cemparcd wvith last
vear, there arc 3 more ministers, i more
congregation, 55 fewer eiders, Ir) fower
preachers, 4 more studcnts. anti 1197 more
commnunicants. Trhe average contribution
per n'ember, during 1867, wvas £1, 1Os. Id.

On the subject of the Union the foilow-
inge motion, prpst i r airat
'ýetondetid by 1)r. Mnclcod, ivas agreed te
unanilmously; Il Vint the Synod reccive
the Report of the Coiamittee, andi acknoiv.
Ictige, ivith devout gratitude to God, the
rpirît of brotherly kindiiess xvitli îvbirl the

negoiatins hve een conducten (luring-
thie past years, the important conclusions
sstatoti in the %eport, andi the uinanimity
witlc which. these conclusions have been ar-
rivt at, and sec in the progress; thus made
êvery encouragement to go forwvard in the
great work on wliich tbe Si'nod lias nowv
for several years been engaged, atid there-
fore -te-appoint the Committpe linter the
former instructions, anti commenti them to
the prayers of the Chuirehi." The çpeaking
on the occasion was admirable ini ci-cri
respect. In compliance %vith the prayer&
an ovcrture froni the l'resbyterv of Lonèon,
the Court granted bcave to -the Englil
Syvnec of the Chtirch to hoit a Cenference
on thie subjeet of Union south of the Twveed
îwitl clie Synoti of the English Presbyterian
Clitrch.

The resignncions of Dr. Somerville,
Foreign Scctary, and Mr. Macgill, Borne
Sccrectary, ivere acceptecl-..tle former having
gracefully pressedl upon him. a larger re-
tiring alloivance than lie iras disposed to,
aec ct, andi the latter hein- eleeteti unani-
motisly toe the vacant office of Foreign
Seretery. The Home Serretaryship iras
aifcecîardàs filledl up by the appeintment of
Dr. Selkirk Scott ot Manchester.

Dr. M'Farlane, London, in the naine of
cte widow of cte late Dr. M'Relvie of Bal-
gedie, prescetco the Synoti the late
doctor>s statisticai MSS. relating to the
miaiscers, preachers, anti students of the
Church, along 'tith a lîistery of the bonn-
dation of each congregation in the body.
He stateti that the MSS. consisted of 1200
pages, and containeti a great deat of the
niost vainable information.

Mr. Andrew M>«Ewan, Glasgowv, pro
ren tet the report o? the Comrni ttoe on Sab-
bath seltools, from irbicli it appeared there
are at present, in connecin wvith the
Church, 923 sehools, 95,366 teachers,
75,062 scholam s, 542 senior Bible classes
taught by ministers, iti an actendtance
1%f 16,422, andi 175 senior Bible classes
laught by eiders, with an attendance of
3184. '.here are chins, ini ail, 96,668
clilidren anti young l)er8ons under reguiar

instruction. Durîng the qeven years pire-
teding 1867, the numberof Sabbath-sehool
teachers increaseti by ne fewver titan 690,
andi te schoiars hy 5059 ; but a marked
diminution took place in cte number of
mînisters' Bible classes, an<l in the attea-
tance reporteti at them. The nuniher of
congregah ions during that lierioti ineceaseti
b y56, wh'ile the nutmber of Ministers' Bible
casses diininiehei hy 46 ; anti while clic

miembersliip of the Chuuu-ch showed an in-
crease of il,t)83, the attendance at those
classes shiowetl a decrense of 4237. Inicoin-
mienting tipo-n cte report> l-e remarked that
the necessity for sncbl schoots îvas gettingevery day more apparent, oNviug to tuie
secular tendcncy ef the teaclîing in cte or-
dinary day sebools ilirougiout the country.

On the subject of a «National Systera of
Education, the Synoti adopteti a report
recommending substantialiy tlîree tllings,-
first, that the elementary education pro.
viteti bo suitable to the clîildren of ail de-
nominations; chat sehioiers going" b'eyond
the elements shail not ho required to, attend
or pay for any teaehiag to wiii tlieir
gouardians objeet; and third, titat the local
btoardis of management shall be populariy
clectet.

Resoiutions wvere passeti strongiy con-
demnatory of ail religiocis endowxnts in
Ireland, andi in faveur of the withidrawal of
Goverament aid from every one of the
Churcues of that country. It %vas agreeti
te, petition both Bouses o? Parliatnent in
ttrnis of the sanie.

Much regret ivas expresseti that more
youno- men wvere not coming forward to

oerorForeign Missionwo.
Dr. Sommerville, the venerabie ex-

Foreign Secretary, is appointeti te deliver
a series of lectures on evangelistie and mis,
sionary subjeets in the Theologicai Hail.

General Assemnbly of the Free
Churoh.

Titis Assembly met as usual in the As-
sembiy Hall, Ediuburgh, on the 2ist May.
Rev. Mr. NIXOx of Montrose was elected
Moderator. Mr. Wilson of Dundee ivas
electeti scenti Clerk, a position madie vacant
by the deatit o? Dr. Clason. Iiov. Mr.
MeGregor o? Paisley was eleeced Professer
of Systemnatie Theeiogy, anti 1ev. Dr.
Biaikie o? Edinburgh, Professor of Apele.
geties. Titeso vacancies w(ere causeti by
the deati of Dr. Bannerman and the retire.
ment o? Dr. Jamues Buchanan.

Encouraging reports irere givea in uvula
regard. to the stade of religion -within tue
Chureth, and hopeful symiptoms were noteà
in other communions.

The sulbjeet o? union attractod great at-
tention, and excited. the de p est interest.

1The discussion -was able andi exhaustive.

1808 Q1~je morne anti fate fgn ~ecarÙ. 173
1868 9be Moine zinb ffortign 3aecorb. 173


