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When ive add to these that ive hiave even fonnd a thrent of a legal pros-
ecution, our recaders ivili have some insighit into thiat fe.,rf'ul struggle throlbl1
which hie liad to pass in order to, be engage i l that work te whici bis.
lieart -%as devoted. It tnighit be itought thait it wvoutd be better te, mak&e
ne reference te these ctrcur-nsiances, but we have judged it useful and eveîi
necessary iii such a ,:ketcli of bis life te refi'r to tliern. Tlîey shiow the en-
ergy and perseverance of lis character in strngg-ling, onwvard amid difficul-
tics. His case mnay serve to encourage yoting man of our own churcli,
rnany of' whernlhave had to contend ivitti seî'iois diffictilties in prosecutin-
thieir studies for the IIoly Ministry. Buit it speaks a.isoe ini solemu ni.
*IJndouibtedly Mr. Gordon's Stirnggiles were the mens of undermininag bis
constitution, and of' shorLening his eartiîly career. Plying his looiri by day,
and poring over bis bookis by night, or afiterward teaching both day and
evening sehlool, and eagerly pursuing bis own studies in the intervals prov-
cd toc muchi for blis physical frame. By this course the seeds cf an insià-
ious and fatal disease were sown in his constitution, alla lie was prcpaxeta
for anl early tomb.

(To be concluded ia our next.1
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lie can neyer preaeh welt 'who bas nothincr to say. The ail important thing-

thig or mssnger is tO esae f al the wa.vs of preaehing God's word:
the werst is the purely extcrnporaneous- whlere a mnan arises te speak in «od's
naine vithlout any soiid material, and without any tudious preparation. A
tihouszind-fold better were it te read every word of an instructive discourse, in the
niost siavishi and unconth manner. tiien te vapeur la airy notiîings, with suavity
of main, fluency of utterance, and outward grace of eloctition, It is tis wiie
lias hecome the opprobrinin of extempore pre-achers ; and it must be admitied thaù
the danger is immninent. As ali mna dislike labar in itseif considered, the inajori-
ty Nviil perforrn any task in the casiest way wvhich is acceptable. And as xnost
hearers uafortunately judge more by ext-rnal than internai1 qualitiea, theY will lie.
lor a certain time, satisfled îvitlx tbis rcady but superficial preaching. Theresuit-
ing flict la. that in numberless instances, the exteiiaporancous precher negilects bis.
preparation. If lio lias beguu this slovenly way whiie stili youing, and before lie
lias laid up stores of knowicdge, he wiii in aine cases out of ten. be a slialiow.
rauiblin .sernionizer as long as he lives. Imimense gyranastie acti.-n and fearful
vo0ciferation wili prohaibly lie hroughit ia to eke out the want of theoicgy, as a gar-
rison destitute of bail, wili bc likcly to, ma.k-e ;unusual pother with blank cirt-
r idgea.

oxittingf, for the moment, the unfa.ithfulness of such a ministrV, the m>an who,
tilus erre îviil find the cvil consequences rebound upon hixwse1i. Ït is ouly for a
tinie the xnost irjudicions or partial congregation can bie held by indigesqted and
unsuibstantiali matter, howeve'r,-raeefuiiy delivered. They nly nettrace ilte the
sigblt cause, but they knoNy that thecy art; wearied, if net disgusted. T'fli nis-
ter, having rungy ail the changes on his vcry emall pei of bouIs, lias nothing for
it but te repeat the old chinies.

,Anothier inevitable restilt cf unstudied «preaclîing, iS the habit Of N'randeringr or
scatteriag. Not1îing but laborions discipline, unintermittrd through life, cen en-
able a mari te stick iogicaliy te his Une of argumient. Discerninag hecarers know
better tbu tue preacher, vhy,after Statinçg bis Point) lie Ccnst&utlY playS aboutL

31arcli-,


