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ment, and afterwards gives the lover a
description of the girl and hcer posses-
sions. The next day the lover exacts a
similiar privilege, only lie experiences
more difficulty in inducing the bashiful
fair one to show hierseif; if hie is then
satisfîed, tlie betrothing is flot long de-
layed; on which occasion the young
people kneel to receive the father's bics-
sing, who places one of the liousehold
saints on their hcnds during the cere-
mony ; rings are interchanged, and the
bride gives ont hiandkcrchiefs to lier
fernale friends for themi to embroider,
and which sbe presents on the wedding-
day to lier liusband and lis friends. On
the preceeding afternoon, she is con-
ductud to the bath, lier companions
singing lamentations at the p)rospect of
losing lier, Wvhile they walk through the
village. The saie parties thus chant
before setting out to church; "cA falcon
flies in pursuit of a dove. Charming
dove, are you ready? Your mate lias
torne to seek you.11 "lYes,"1 is answered
witli siglis. The saint's image accom-
panies the party to chiurcli, and wvlen
tlie priest's benudiction lias been pro-
nouneed, the bridegroom by legal riglits
takes bis bride by both ears and kisses
hier; tlie young maids remove lier virgin
liead-dress, repiacing it -With the mar-
riage insîgnia, and then ail return liome
to niake merry, and tlie bridegroom
tlirows nuts on the ground to indicate
bis renunciation of all boyisli sports.

Less poetical than weddings thus ac-
companied by song, the African obser-
vances would not be at ail relishied by
the American sex. Not only is the nup-
tial engagement an affiuir of niercliandise,
in wliicli the bride's father seils his
danghiter for so rnany oxen and sla'ves,
but the girl's nominal consent is not
considered necessary, and as soon as
ever tlie price is paid, and perhaps the
very same evening, tlie young girl
seiected is decked iii a white veil of hier
own wcaving, and attunded by lier own
friends, she goes to the baidegroom's
house, where she takes off lier sandals,
and a calabasli of water is given to lier;
she knocks at the door, wliich being
opened, discioses the bridegroomn seated
in state, surrounded by eiders of his
family; going nu) to hini, slie kneels
before liim and pours the water over bis
feet in token of lier submission to bis
will. In curions contist to tliis insult-
ing want of even decent attention to-
ward tlic bride among the swartliy
Africans, are tlie antique ceremonies

observed by the superstitions Elindoos;
but they are so tediously long drawn
ont, we must endeavour to compress our
account of tliem as inucli as possible.
The father makes the proposai on behiaîf
of his son, wliicli is aiways donc ou a
lucky day; before a reply is given, the
bride's father pays a sixnilar visit, after
wliich, wîth great pomp, the othier par-
ent accompanies bis son, w"ho makes
gifts to the bride, one of whichi is a
piece of siik to be worn on lier wvedding-
day; bis fatlier then presents four to six
guineas with some bee to the brides
fatlier, saying, "The money is thine,
and the girl is maine." The answer is
vice-versa. and a Bralimin repeats a cer-
tain formulary wvhich closes the betroth-
ment. A iattice-work is now buiît i
the court-yard, and fromn teîn to thirty
days' festivities are carried. on, and
frîends eall, and the interval so spent is
equivalent to tlie readîng of bans in
ehurcli. Offerings are made to propitiate
the god of marriage, and in the evenings
tlieyoung couple ride on elephiants to
retnrn tlieir friends' visits, wlien fine-
workq and illuminations add to the ponip
kept up in ahl conceivable ways. For
fean any evii eye sliouid have been
turned upon the loyers during thiesc
evening processions, a piece of cloth is
tomn in two in their presence, and the
pieces tlirown away iii opposite direc-
tions; and on the wedding day Brahinius
arrange themselves on a raised platformi,
surrounded by jars of water, the two
largest being piaced on it by the lovers,
and prayers are offered up to bring down
the deity into one of them. The sacri-
ficial fire is then kîndled, and oul, butter,
rice, incense, &c., are thrown into it.
The nuptials are perforined by -a Brali-
min, Wlio, at tlie conclusion, breaks a
cocoa-nut in two, and then blesses the
tali, or piece of goid, worn by ail mar-
ried women, whicli is placed round the
bride's neck by the brîdJegroom, Who
swears befre the lire to take care of bis
wife. AIU present sprinkle nie, rnixud
with saffron, over the sliol2lduirs of the
newvly-xnarried, and repeat prayers as
they do so, which is their mode of
bestowing a beniediction on the union.

Amongst the Turks, marriages are
generally those of convenience, and are
arnanged by the parents in presece of
a notary, the bride's dowry bcing lier
own reclaim in case of seperation. On
the eve of the wedding, she goes to a
public bath, whene she is met by a large
company of friends and relatives, and,
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