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With regard to Professor Gamgee's suggestion of
vitolexale stanghter, or “stamping out,” asthismeiiod
Lias been foraibly called, the same journal hias the fol
bavang e ¢ Now that it secmd probable that ony whole
swieic of animal food is liable to he aftected, shall we
pevaist it the barbarous practice of shinghtering indis-
crupinately every animal in which the disease ap-
pears?  When w plague nmong hmman bejngs carries
ot 70 por cent. of its victims does any one propose
to slanghter the remaining 30 per cent.in_order to
prevent contagion? Suppose that seven-eightbs ot
of the cattle attacked sink under the disease, why
~hould we lose the remaining eighth? At all events,
it this be the only treatment with which veterinary
rurgeons can provide us, we beg to suggest one prac-
tical conclusion to the British farmers -that is, not
to pat themselves to the expense of emplod ing veter-
wary surgeons. They can slaughter their eattle
withuut tue assistance of the veterinary collexe. We
hope, Lowever, & more civilized manner of treat-
ment may be soon adopted, and that those veterinary
surgeons who believe in the wsefulness of theiv ast,
and are willing to estend- ita regources by the light
of experience may take every opportunity of doing
2Q."

The Ficdd combats the foregoing expression of
opiaion by the Zimes. as follows :—¢ The contrast
drawn by the leading journal between the attitude
of the public towards the human and veterinary me-
dical professions is by no means justified.  Can the
former claim any greater mastery over cholera than
the latter is entitded to over the eattle piague, in
<pite of its experience during the three visitations
with which this country has been aficted?  Preven-
tive measures are absofutely all that can be relied
on : and whether we adopt the saline treatment, ov
calemel and opinm, or homaopathic doses of arsenic,
the mortality in severe cases will be the same, as has
ugain and again been proved in actual practice.~
The tact is really as stated by Professor-Gamger,
than when the mucous membranes lining the stomach
and bowels are either disorganized, as in the cattle
pligue and the malignant scarlet fever of man, or
devialized as in cholera, no absorption of salines ov
other medicines takes place, and death of the rest of
the body follows as certainly as of the lovster when
he hus Deen so far acted on by boiling water as to
taen his shell red, althongh his muscles continue to
act. 1, isa strong symptom of ignorance in the phy-
sician to refuse to admit his want of remedial power
over cortdin diseases, and, on the contrary, it will
aeneraliy be found that the more skill and experience
he possesses, the more ready he is to allow that,
while he can assist nature 10 a very considerable ex-
tent in the majority of discases, there are unfortu-
nately but too many over which he has no control
wiatever, It is havrd enowgh to be obliged to coun-
fess fgnorance after years of study. but it is doubly
hard for the veterinary susgeon to be told in the
leadivg columns of the Times that *he hax fallen
into disrepnte, heeause, by his own confession, he is
abzolutely uscless in the presence of disease, and be-
cause, avowing msell nnable to care it. he would
resott to the most reckless measures in order to aveid
its contagion.” We cannot always agree with Pro.
fessor GGamgee 1n his conclusions, and we have some.
times thought that he rides his hobby somewbat too
havd, but, nevertheless, he stands forth as the wost
~cientific man in hiz profussion, and certainly he can-
not he acenzed, in the instance of the cattle-plague,
of cither idleness or delay.  He was the first to warn
ts of 113 approach, and to tell us, without circumlo-
cation. ot ita arrival among ns, e has undoubtedly
worked hard in the examination of its syiptoms, its
treatment, and its patbology, and when he says, in
upposition to bis own pecuniary intrrests, that all ke
can advise is to put an end to its dissemination Ly
wholesale slaughiter, we surely onght to be grateful
to lim for his candour, instead of twitting him with
his usclessness and ignorance.”?

From « careful consideration of all the circumstan-
ces of the case, the Jrish Furmor's Gazetle is led to
the startiing conclusion * thatour learned, skilful, and
practical veterinary professors have made a mistake,
md that it is not the rinderpest that has got amongst
the cattle, sheep, and horses in England aud Scotland,
which 2} cbnsidered heretofore to be confined to the
bovine race, but that it iv the Siberian plague, which
is acknowledged to he communicable from one species
or genera of animal to others. If this be vo, the case of
onr neighhours across the chanael is a fearful one in-
deed. wud ualess through the mercies of an offended
Deity he puts o limit to it it is out of all human cal-
dation as to whet or bow it may end.”

la this fearful crisis we are not aurprised to find
that the Avchbishop of Canterbury has felt it his daty
{o divect appropriate prayersto be used in Schools,
ilo izehiolds und Families within his archidioecse + to
cwveat the Almighty, who alone has the power, to
2y the plaguc’s frightful ravages.”

"\ word to the wise™ is said to be sufficient. The

« vful experiences of Britain in the present visita-

tion ought toincite onr Canadian stockholders to in-
creased” care and vigillanee in the teeatinent ot their
livestock, Preventioniaatull times heder than eure.
Therelore, see to it that demesiie animals are provi
ded with eleaws well ventilated dwellings, and » ve-
gular aud plentitul supply of wholesome and nuts?
tious food,

- e PO e -
Unusual Weather.

The wewrhor, like fortut i proveochinlly fickte, and
accasionally it indulyes in strange freahs.  That ubi.
quitous personage, * the oldest inhabitant,” has taned
his memary in vain for anything G match the pressa-
ture, but short-lived winter which set in upoe us dae.
ring the closing days of last month, and the early
days of the present month.  On the 26th October, a
copions rain foll throughout the greater part of Can-
ada West.  Tnomany places it was welcome, for the
ground had beeome so dry and hard that the fall
transplanting of trees had been little short of impos-
sible, and other necessary operations were obstructed.
The rain continned throngh the night of the 26ithult.,
and on the morning of the 2ith, tell gently, but was
accompanied with such a degree of cold, that the
drizzle was converted into hoar frost ag it fell. Du-
ring the afternoon and evening of the 20th, the yain
again heczme beavy, and at times during the night
fell in forrents.  Freesing as it 1ell, the outside world
pre<ented a singular and unprecedented spectacle on
the morning of the 28th.  The roads and streets were
a prrfeet glare of ice. Trees. plants, shrabs, and even
blades of grass were caated over with jees the ervse
talline incrustation being upwards of Lalt an iuch in
thickness,  Had the <an barst focth upon the ~cene.
it would have heett one of dazzling splendour.  Bat
the weather continned dull and clondy. until grada-
ally the conting of petlucid varnish fell from twig
and shrub 3 and nature again wore §ts usaal rosset
antumn gath.  Greatdestriction, however, was nade
among fiuit and orpamental tree-. Orchards were
<adly damaged. Many a fine evergreen lost its leas
der, and large numbers of the softer-wooded lawn
and shade trees, were broken to picees by the weight
of ice. We lave rarely had suach o storm in mid-
winter, but nobody vemembers the like as having
oceurred during the month of October.  Eneonraged
by the buoidiess of its predecessor™s enit, Novembes
came in like & lion.  Turnip-lifting was out of the
quection during the finst few days of the month, so
haed was the ground frozen s and maay feared they
woulld not get the few roots spared by grab and
drought housed at all  These apprehiensiong, how-
ever. proved unfounded. and the precocions young
winter. like most precogions growths, had but ashort
career,

The lescon tuught by this unseasvlable spurt of
hard wenrther, is that of timely prepuaration for winter.
Ouar scasovns are short, much requiresto he crowded
into them. and it is not easy to get all things * tant
and spug * as the cailors phrase it by the last week
of Oc'gver - But it s> well, a3 far as possible, to take

tme by the foreluck, Lo as not to he caught at o dis-
advantage by an unusual turn of the weatter.  Es-
pecixily is it important that stock should be comfort-
ably Loused at an early day.  When chilt nights
come, animals should have shelter.  Like human be.
ings they keenly feel the first nip of cold, and there
can he ittle doubt that in consequence of inattention
to their cumfort, many poor creatures receive a cheek
before winter fairly sets in, from which they do nat
recover during the entire scason.  kxposare to sueh
a storm as we have now chronicled, could not but he
very detrimental to the health and vigour of live
stock, and yet large numhers of cattle and lorses
passed through it with little or no protection. 1If
creatures are left out ol doors lute in the fall, wo he-
licve they shiver off by tight all the flesh they gain
by grazing through the day. Early housing of ani.
mals. is without question, a very great help to their
heing snccesstully and comfortably wintered, Ithas
been proved over and over again that it requires fav
less to keep stock in good condition when snugly
honsed, than it docs when cxposcd to all sorts of
weather, 80 that considerations of cconomy as well as
tho&o of bumanity, urge attention to this important
matter.

Voterinary and Agricultural Instruction.

Ir will be seen by referring (0 our advertising
columns that arrangements are again made, under
the auspices of the Board of Agriculture, for a
familinr course of instruction in the varions branches
of science that relate to the principles and practice of
Agricuiture and the Veterinary art.  The object is
as follows : To provide sunitable instruction for
soung men preparing for the Veterinary profvssion.
Considering the constautly incteasing nuinber and
value of our domesticated nnimals, the great expenses
incurred by importation of superior stock from Lu-
sope, and the little professional skill at present
available in the country to meet effectnally serjous
emergencies, thiz depariment cannot he otherwise
regarded than of great and pressing importance.
The losses constantly ocenrving in consequence of
neglee? or unskilful treatment of disease, would, if
correctly ascertained, assume serions dimensions ;
and the only way of preventing. or even mitigating
them, is 1o diffuse among the riving generation of
fermers sound and practical information on the va-
reus subgeets treated of in the above-mentioned
course of instruction. and thoroughly {o prepare
individuals for the practice of the Veterinary art asa
profession. Both these points may be readily at-
tained by the scheme herein mentioned, at the feast
possible expenditave of time and money to the
student.

The course, as regards professional students ex-
tends aver three terms, and includes dissection and
anatomical demonstrations, with a certain amount of
practice.  We understaad that some three or four
pupils will present themselves for final examination
next spring, when, it they suceeed in passing, they
will acquire the Diploma of the Board, cert fying
that they possess a necessary amount of scientificand
partial ktowledge to cunter on their profession in
Canada,

The facilities thus offered to young persons in-
tended tor, or actually engaged in the business of
farming, for acquiring a competent knowledge of
such hranehes of natural science as have important
relations to their pursuits, ought to interest and
attract no inconsiderable number, The course is
purposcly limited to six weeks, with the view of
rendering it generally available.  Many young men
wight conveniently spend that length of time in the
depth of winter, and acquire an amount of informa-
tion which they conld turn fo good acconnt during
the more active periods of the year.  Many an agri-
cultaral youth never rises to a perecption even of the
dignity of his vocation, from the fact that his mind
has never been carnestly direeted to observe und
veason on the every-day phenomena of life.

The whole subject of Agricalinral Education in
this country, both a8 regards schools and socicties,
demands a much fuller attention than it has hitherto
received.  Qur agrienltural societies, spread over
the length and breadth of the land. might do much
more for the diffusion of light and knowledge, in
relation to subjects having both a scientific and prac-
tical value, it snitable machinery were introduced
adapted to the purpose.  After all, however, but
comparatively lidtle can be done il the farming
community, s a whole, is earnestly aroused, and
made to feel aml appreciate the sast importance of
the subject.  With this view we are glad to learn
that Professor Buckland has made such arrangements
with the nuthorities of University Coliege, »s will
enable him to spend the gieater portion of the year
in vigiting and lectaring thiroughout the Proavince.
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A Graceful Acknowledgment.

WE copy the following paragraph from the colnmms
of a British contemporary with unmixed satisfaction
at the evidence it affords of just appreciation of an
agricultural editor’s merits :—.\ testimonial, iz the
shape of av.aluable picee of plateand a purse contain-
ing onc hundred and thirty sovercigns, has heen pre-
sented to Mr. Robt. Oliphant Pringle, by a number of
geoatlemen interested in the agriculture of the conutry,
on the vceasion of lis vacating the editorial chinir of
the Irish Farmers' Gazelle to become editor of the
Scollish Firmer in Edinburgh. The plate hore the
following inseription :—

“ Presented, with a purse of sovereigns, to Robert
Olipliant Pringle. by & number of fricnds in Ircland,
in appreciation of his services in promoting agricul-
tural ywprovemetts, ially wbhile in coonexion

with the Jrish Farmers' Gazctte—Dublin, 28th Sep-
tembesr, 1865,



