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A‘i"he Transportation of Grain,

The American Agriculturist for November, has a
lengthy article, profusely illustrated, in which a full
and interesting account is given of- tho processes and
expenses connected with tne transportation of grain
from the far west to the eastern seaboard. Enurav.
ings of elevators, canalsections, tow-paths, grain.
sifters, hoppors, aisles, &e., make the information
given very intelligible, and cannot fail o nttract the
attention of the dullest and youngest readers of that
useful journal,

We refer to the article in question mainly because
it has an important bearing on the agitation gowy
on among the farmers of the Western States for
cheaper transportation of produce; and becanse it
shows in a very forcible mauner (by implication, for
it is not even suggested), the great advantages con-
nected with the water communication we possess.

It appears that, notwithstanding the imwense car-
rying capabilities of the great trunk lmes of ralway
running from East to West, a very large proportion
of grain finds its way to the seab aird by water.
The Agriculturist says, the value of the Erie Canal
to the Western farmers is very much under-estimated.
It affivms that *‘on 1t their existence mamly de-
pends;” and that ' without it their vast crops would
lie rotting in the fields.” Theso ave strong state.
ments, bhut they are veritied as follows :—

¢ If tho present railrozds were more than doubled
they could not take the whole grmn stupped eust-
wand. Since its openiug, twenty-three years ago,
the Erie Canal has carried neavly 120 millious of tons
of freight, which is nearly double the amount of the
whole tonnage of all the vessels from foreign coun-
trics which have entered New York in the same
period, and is nearly three-fourths of all the for«ign
tonnage entering all United States portsin that time.
The canals of New York are on the whole 900 iniles
in length,aund the railroads are four times as long; yct
m: 1572, dhe canals, 1n 73 months of navigauon, carred
45 per ceut. of the whole freight passing through
tho State, while the railroads in 12 months carricd
52 per cent. \What the West woukl do then with-
out the canals of the State of New York 13 very
difiicult to unagime, and these facts open up a mattar
for consideration which is of the greatest imposts
ance at this time, when this vast question of tvans.
portat.on is under discussion.”

One canal-boat is stated to be equal in carrying
capacity to arain of twenty cars, and the voyage
on the Erie Canal usually takes about three weeks.
Long as this periodl seems in theso days of rapid
transt, it would appear that when business crowds
upon the railway lines, the progress of grain is no
faster, owing to a variety of delays before and after
starting carloads of grain. The cost of passing
grain through the Chicago eclevators is 3} cents per
bushel, Freight from Chicago to Buffalo is 15 cents
» bLushel for wheat or corn. The transfer from ves.
sels to eanal boats at Buffalo costs 13 cents more;
and then the grain is sent on its winding way to New
York at a charge of 123 cents per lLushel morve,
making in all 324 cents from the great mart of the
West to the great port of the East. Jet the short
Wellaud Canal be enlarged to admit the passage of
ocean vessels, or let the much-talked-of Georguan
Bay Ship Canal be comstructed, and the carrying.
trale of the great West is ours to & dead certainty,
Decause our merchant marine could out-distance all
sompetition. The trifling cost of shipment at Chi-

- 3agn, woull leave 20 cents to the good for freightage
18 between that city and Montreal, while grain could
se landed at Liverpool and other purte in the Old
World before it could reach New York, either by
1ailroad or canal through the ternitory of the Umited
States. How plamly all this points to the policy of
improving our water ways, and how infallibly it fore.
shadows the great future which is before this coun-
try as the commercial highway between Western
America and Europe. If the much-discussed en-
largement of the Eric Canal were practicable, which
it appears it is not, or the Utopian scheme of heat-

render them navigablo all winter, were suddenly to
become fcasible, our paramount ndvantages would
hardly be abated a single jot or fattle, for the margin
of cost would still be 3o largely in our faver us to
leave us masters of the situation. And throngh all
the builliant future of Canadian history, if we make
it what it can and oupht to be made, our farmers
will have the advantage on their side; rnd itis by
no means hiiding, of a comparative nearness to
the seaboard, which will always give them enough
more per bushel for their grain materially to aug-
ment the profits of their business. Contentment
with our lot, diligent ymprovement of our opportu-
mties, and fauh i onr ‘‘mannest destiny,” very
plainly rauic among the daties we owe to vur coun-
tiy, our would, awmd vur age.

Value of Pea Straw ag Todder,

A correspondent asks whatss the value of pea-straw
as fodder when ¢ anpared with vat or wheat-straw ¢
The auswer 1uust Le,—** That depends.”  Dea-straw
ey be very puur or very good fodder. The difference
results mainly {from the inabner of cuving. If peas
ate allowed to go dead ripe, and after pulling are
eaposed an dndddis ity long.h of thie to ran and all
suits of weatha, the hauim will Le toagh, tasteless,
and mnutitions, Lut i pu.led in seasun, befors the
peas are quite hard, anl got into the Larn speedily,
withuut teealess or lud 3 capusaie to sun and rain, the
straw will be bught in <olur, tender m ftibre, and
fuliy as valuable as any other kind of straw. Perhaps
there s no crop more neglected in the harvesting of
it than peas. Decause the geain is not so apt to
suffer ftom the weather as oats or wheat, 1t is often
leit out solouyg that the hauliy becomes comparativery
worthless. 1t pays to economize all kinds of straw,
and it should Le a maxun on the farm to permit
notlung to go tv naste that can be turned to prontable
account. li posable, all straw should be housed, and
it 15 good policy to chalf 1t with a cutting-box. One
dinven Ly Loisw-power will Le found to accomplhish a
large amount ot work an & short time, and will eflect
a great saving of food. In winter, when teams have
little to do, it 13 casy to keep up a good supply of cut
straw, v hich fed with turnips or meal, will be eaten
with great relish Ly stock. Eke out the fodder
supply wonderfully, sud be a great help to the
mznuve heap.,  Some think well cured pea-stiaw more
valualle than any other. It is rich in nitrogen, and
15 said to give the best results when a small poporticn
of 1oru s fud along with it. On such a diet, we
believe sheep will fatlen remarkably well. A good
farmer of oar acquaintance, considers the straw of =
tirst-rate crop of peas, well cured, nearly as valuable
as clover hay.

N. Y. State DamrvueN.—This Association has
issued thc program:me of 1ts third annual convention,
to be heldat Sinclairville, Chautaugna Co., Dec. 10th

and 1th. Papers or addresses are cexpected from
the president, Mr. X, A. Willard, from Hon. Harris
Lewis, Herkimer; Mr. J. Wickson, Utica; L. B. Ar-
uold, Ithaca, Hon J. Stanton Gould, Rudson; E, W,
Stewart. Builalo; Gov. Seymour, Utica; Auson Bart.
Tett of Ulio, and others.  As usual these addresses
will be toliowed by general discussion. :

Cororep Farns.—ZTurf Field and Farm says
Thvouzh the medium of agricultural fairs, the blacks
of the state, of Kentucky at lsast, are being edneated
to take a wann anterest in the prosperity and the
mwateital growth of tue respective lucal commumil.es
m which they hive. They have entered the lists ot
competition, anu arc there stunulated to strive at ex-
celience in all kinds of hanliwork, and are taught
the importance of leading lives of sobriety and -
duswry. They take great pride n ther annual exhi-
bitwus, At texmgton, the very centre of Kentucky
azistacracy, and the home of wmte wealth and cul-
ture, the blacks own a beautiful tract of land which
they have convarted into a fair gronnd.  The place
is well improved, and at always presents a neat and
stohwg sppearancs to those Who view 1t frum therr

Agricuttural Entelligence.

The Scotch Crops.

The past summer has brought with it its anxieties
to the tillers of the ground, for the season has been
wet, variable and cold. In all patts of Scotlend the
first three weeks of September were excessively wet,
at the very time when the vast portion of the g ain
crops were eapored in stook—inceed, in the North-
eastern counties it was the wetrest Sceptember that
has occuired for 3v years, In hincaruineshire, the
1ainfall measured six inches. which, with the two
preceaing months, amounted to & total of 14 inches.
Heavy floous occurted in Forfarshuire and adjrcent
places on the Mth ult., which more or lees dnmaged
the crops, and entailed sevious losses 1 low-lymg
grounds neav the sweep of vivers which were roaring
in full flood. Agam, the Sewth western parts sur-
tered considerably noin & delnge of rain in the begine
mng of Uctober, and the late outstanding crops were
periectly seaked.  In the shires ot Ruxbwigh and
Bunfrics 11 inches of rain fell duung the past three
monti:s.  The huy harvest was uupropitious, pro-
tracted, and expeusive, as well as the rezping time of
the corn. In the Senth-westanipart of Scotiand,
where a grest bicadth o: ity 18 gonn, the 1aws of
July anwunied to six or seven inches.  1n Ayishire,
winelt bas been lang fanwous for ryecrass seed, the
busbandman, with all the ayplinices wu.dy b d re-
c uiseto,to -ountzract the etivets of a dupingeriinrte,
%as usabie to saseit withoutscarsh.  Whe coarse hay
of the litigated niacow, whih is sv nwch of &
teature m the semi pastoral « stricis of the Weat,
was also severely drenched.  L'he Jatter is a heavy
crop, and 1t requured evaery efiort to get it carried
betore she commencement of the cern harvest. The
clover and 1yegrag« hays ate a iiht crop, snd com.
mand fully the ususl p.iecs. The former remak
applies to almost every county in “cotland, and prices
range from lad to 1s per stune ot 22 hmperial pounds,
the 139 stones being recerved as a ton wught,

The oat aud Lailey crops are very fair, and a full
averaze.  The fuimer is the Lest ciop, aud covers by
far the largest area, for barley is seldom grown in wet
distiicts, and its cultivat:on 13 not caried to a great
altitude above the ocean’s level.  Uats also prove of
a guod mealing quality, which is not sansibiy anpaired
by the rains, " But barley on the other hand has
suffered a good deal in color and malting quality—in
somo cases as much as 4s and 5s perqr. ’ﬁxc Lothisn
barleys command fully 5us per gr., and the growth
of I11e and Forfar 3us to 38s. Lhere was a cumper-
atively smell breadth of wheat grown last year,
and it was the lightest of the ceieal crops—being
thin on the grouna, ratherlate in coming to maturity,
and rarely assuunng the golden color. Lhe price of
wheat compared wich barley, does not conduce to its
extended cultivation, even on what is esteemed good
wheet lands.  From their susceptibility tosiain trom
ras and muggy weather, white wheats are gradually
giving place 10 red and yellow vaueties.  Scateh
1armers ate on the whoie in better spirits than they
have been at the corresponding peaod for several
years. The rickyards are prefty full ; the damnage
trom the raing is not materal, and not st all what -
was at ono time feared. Sharp wying winds now
and again occurred, when the weather was at the
worst, aud dissipated the moisture that drenched the
sheaves. The oats in upland:-places were Iater than
ondinary in conung to maturty, coispared with the
ticlus on low-lying plains, and thus the quahity of the
kernels were 1ot sensibly nnpaired.  Lut while the
nerthern farmer expresses satisfaction with the
present crop, the remembrance of the disastrous
narvest ot fust ) ear, with 1ts hexvy losses will not be
soon forgot. \With the migh rents now exacted snd
the heavy labor bill, he dows not calculate that this
crop will du more than clear current obligations, and
Tar less recover last and preceding yeary' arrvears.

Potatoes before the advent ot September were
umversally reported a full and fine crop, but from no
district are they now repoited free ot tamt. A Lem.
iriexshire fanmer thinks whiat two tons peracre wall o
all the return  InKukeuabnght, agamn, they aresaid
to bo one-thmt useased. 1he ieports are better
uorthwands, aud as thecr. p was ongieally very large,
it may be hoped that s comniderable surpius will
contivuo unscatthed. In the Arbroath ana Dundeo
discricts  Jargs quantities of polatocs are grown
annualty ; ant the average produce 1s reckoued 6
tons per acre ; last year such was tho virulence of
the disease that no more tuan 25 ewt remained on an

acre atter the disease had run s course.  “i s season
they wero unueuaisy piunusiig, vt when we leit that

ing 1ts waters by means of steam-pipes, in order to 'cnmagc witlows araving along the public highway. | part of Scotiand, a fortiugnt sgv,some {arners whom
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