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GOLD FIELDS OF B. C.

A SKETCH #F MR, GRANT-GOVAN IN AN
ENGLISH PAPER,

The Colonies and India prints with u

portrait the following appreciative no-
tlee of Mr. Ernest Grant-Govan, the
founder of the Goid Flelds of British
Columbin :

lnferred that the response from the pub-
lle has not been large.” .

Before us lles wheat und vhaff.  Wheo
I8 Mr. Grant-Govan 2 e is tho founder
of & company. *a glguntic company,”
which has met with a large measure of
sueeess In London’s wmarket. For tho

! Goid Rields of British Columbin. wo are

What Cecil Rhodes has done for South

Africa, what Whitaker, Wright und
athers have done for Western Australia,
Ernest Grant-Govan lutends to to for
British Columbiu. 'T'he founder of
gigantic company, which has Just met
whh cuch a large mensare of success in
Londow’s market, ix & mun of idomit-
able perseverance, andacious In the
colossal proportions of his creations, und
a man whose footsteps up 1o the present,
have always trodden the pitths ¢f suc-
cess of a raco of finnunciers, Mr. Grant-
Govan hus, while in  lis thirties,"
acaieved suceess which many oider men
may «envy.  His connection with the
development of the mining Industries of
West Australia has boen considerable.
As an original director of the Goldey
Horse Shoo Gold Mining Company, (an
undertaking which promises to be one of
the most prosnerous in West Australia),
#s the chalrmun und as diroctor of other
Westralian corporations, each and all of
which have proved snceessful and give
promise of proving even more suceessful
in the, Mr. Grant-Govan, when he turn-
ed his uttontion to our provinee of Brit-
ish Columbia, had the bonefit of lurge
oxpericnee in mining watters. After
several months' sojurn in British Colui-
blu, be expresses unbounded coutidence
in that conntry, and predicts that It will
not ouly rival but will excel all ogher
voldfields which have yet been discover-
ed. Inan interview with our represens
tative he mentionced that one of the pro-
perties alone which the Gold Fields of
British Coliwmbin have acquired is worth
more than the whole capital of the com-
pany : u vein of ore in value about £20
per ton, which has been traced for wmore
than & mile fu length, which is 40 feet
wide, and which has been cut, at 300 feot
deep, is u natural deposit ¢t rich minoeral
which heretofore has never been mat
with.  Under those cireumstances it Is
natural Mr. Grant-Guvan has jmplicit
confidence in the futvre of this greut
coinpany, which, with almost unigue
sudacity, he has suceessfully launched,
heedless of the unprecedented deprossion
i our markets.  We believe in the com-
pany, but our belief would not be o
Rreat had we aot more confidence in the
ability of the founder to pilot it into a
bosition of great financial stability,—
Victoria Colonist.

Then there is placed before us the
““Weekly List of Prices” published by J.
Graut Maclean, Stirling, Scotland, with:
" Enqqirles were mude us to the amount
of capltal subseribed for the Gold Fields
.of Britigh Columbia, recently  offered
with £606,000 capital, but have metiwith

informed, hus *n veln of ore, in value
about £20 per ton, which hus been traced
for more thun o mile tn Jength, which Is
40 feet wide, and which has been cut at
300 fect deep, and 18 2 natural deposit
of rich mmeral which heresofore has
never been met with.” ‘Urue; it has
“heratofore (Aprit 28th, 1897) never been
met with.” ‘The suntoment justities us
horrowing from the Colonies and India
the appropriate word “audacious.” And
from the suwime souree weeull “creation.”
The compuny by the offer of “colossy)®

- coninfsstons hud brokers besiege guests

In London hotels with applications for

. subseriptions, and many gudgeons took

- wonderful properties ?

And who reported upon thess
Beyond W. ..
Watermun, M.E., not one person known
outside of his territory as an expert on
mines or & recognized authority on min-

the buit,

. oralogy.

Attention is purticularly called to this
most  wonderful combination because
Jjust such associutions will oventually
Injure our mining tndustries and affect
the welfare of the province. T'he extryv-
agant claims of this *‘great company”
will hurt us materially unless—unless
they can show the ore,

STOCKS IN TORONTO.

H. McCutcheon. who haus Just returned
from "Loronto, states that while there. in
discussing the sales of nmining stocks
with a broker., the Toronto man men-
tioned a company whose stock was sell-
ing there at ten cents share, whereof
the broker took five cents and the pro-
moter three cents, leaving two cents
toward developient of the mine. The
broker declined to give the name of the
company. The demand for stocks is
almost unabated, but people are demand-
ing guaraniees as to the pooling of pro-
moters” stocks, which before they paid
no attention to. Mr. H. McCutchesn
instanced another company that had
been selling stock at ten cents, but a

lawyer who had done some work for the

prowoters got an offer of shares at ono
and one-half cents, and took 10.000
shares, ‘T'here was a good demund. and
the lawyer offered his at six and one-half
cents and got it, selling all ho hud. Of
course when this price was quoted. the
sule of treasury stock stopped.  "I'hore
were many propositions on the market
which looked much like wild-cats, wnd
the probability was that the Ontario gold
ticld was the nominal howe of ag raany,
it uot more, of them thany Kootenay, A
&ood reliable proposition will not want
for fiuancial support, is Mr. H. Mec-
Cutcheon’s view of the F;’ltusuon in
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SOME PROSPECTORS’ LUCK.

{ ‘Uhe prospector who falls to steile it
o rich this suinmer can take n crnmb of
© comfort in the old superstition that the
linders of bonanza mines always come o
violent endy, says the Trafl Creek Miner.
In the minds of miany old-time  gold
hunters thix tdea s aceepted as an ynde-
nfable fact, und they will be interested
[ in the number of tnstunees coulirming
the idou which somebody has dug np.
According to this searcher afiop truth,
the tinders of no less thun forty of the
richest mines in the world have died by
violent means.  Of these two werg shot,
three were engulfed in their mines, and
the others disavpeared never to bo heard
of ngain. Dutch William, who discuverad
tho Carthoo gold fleld. died a pauper,
Marshal, who fouud the Celifornia placer
#old, depended apon publse churity for
some time before his death. Montana
Plummer, who found one of the richest
mines in  the world, was hanged.
** Doughnut BHL” Ol Burekn and
** Nine-mile Clarks™ wero al! killed iy
drunkon rows.  Johnny Hornor of the
Horuer mine went flat broke and shot
hiwsalf. ‘Fhe owner of the Homestako
mine turned highwuyman, Bl Fair-
weather of the Alder Guich mines killed
himzelf through his dissipation wnd ox-
cessed. The Indfans killed  Colonel
Storey.  An avalauche finished the djse
coverer of the Standard nine 1o Culifor-
nin. And 20 on throughout the list. Yot
most of ux would take our chuucos on
dving similir denths, If we conld only
muke similar finds.

A ;ZARITY.

In theso days when therods g tendency
to boom all newly incorporabed‘mlnlng
companies, and when vearly every. pro-
position picked up claims that jts com-
pany is “the only,” it is refreshing - to
piek up one which does not lay clim to
any more merit than the property repre-
seuted and frankly acknowledges that
while its property may be uudeveloped
yet it may on accouns of its position and

all monies recelved from the sale of
trousury stock, turn into a good pro-
position. But this is a rarity.

COMPANIES’ NAMES.

The confusion of numes of mines and
compani:s s annoylug. The Reglstrar-
General declines to register two cons-
punies by the sume name, but -some-
times all his care §s turned to naught.
Recently a Hether Beil company was
incorporated in British Columbia, while
there is o company of that name incor-
porated in Outario and doing business
near Rossland through trusiees. It has
occurred several times that a forelgn.
company having the same mame - ag 2

the promise of a faithful expenditure of

provincial company registers in the pro-

vince, and hepce more confusion.. . g
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