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ZITËMS OF 'NTEREST.

HAVE used a feeder this last seoson which
in my estimation puts everything else .into

the aade. Last fall our bees were light of
honey.· We fed the home spiary in the

usual way, letting the bees seaI syrup in the
comb.

The out apiary was light of honey too, so I
tried the feeders, you might say with a ven.
geance. On about 40 hives I -placed feedera,
each containing about 5lbs. of syrup inade o
honey and best granulated sugar. I put feeders
on hives when I packed them in clamp (all our
bees were in clamp last year.) By the first of

Marci some of the feeders were empty and
some liad very little taken out of then. I go
over this apiary every 4wo or three weeks and
fill empty feeders.

This apiary is'in much better condition than
the home one. In the latter is one hive I
marked last fall as doubtf>ul of cotning .tlirough
the winter. About first of March I placed one
of these feeders on this hive, holding about five-
lbs. of syrup, and refilled it about a wpek ago.
It is no eone of the best hives in the yard.
• The _ýalities of the feeder are, its durability,
cheapnesl and easy matnipulation. apparently
causing, no nàore excitement than when bees are

taking food from thecoilb in their natural

state, consequently there is a mucli less con-

sumption of feed, no inciting to robbing, no loss

of lieat. It imiglit be terned the perfect feeder,

and it is just the thing to supply hives vith

water orthin syrup, that have 'plenty of heney

in the *comb. If hives were supplied witi

water and syrup- in these feeders 1 think it

would prevent spring dwindling to a great ex-

tent.
It lias been the preaching pf bright liglits in

the fraternity that bees canuot be fed liquid

food iii winter without disaster. I say it is all

humbug, for I. have proved it so.
One mûre item of interest, althougli out of

the line of bees ind .honey, it is, nevertheless
worth thousansls of dollars to the country. It

is a remedy to prevent blackknot in plum and

oherry trees.
This was not discovored.witht the determina-

tion to find out but you might say by accident.
It is the opinion of nearly every one that it is

an insect that causes blackknot. This is a mis-
take, but it is a fungus that saps the ver9' life

of the tree. The remedy lias been under my
notice for the past ten or eleven years. As cur-
in-g a tree after it has been affected with the
knot is somewhat like curing consumption in
the human fainily I am experimenting Ion a

young tree at present. It is vigorous and full of
life (it is a cherry) and I am in hopes of onring
it. Will know in a year or two if spared to
live.

Wu. BuneotAss,
Drumbo, Ont.

WVill you Iindly give us a dstailed
description of this feeder.

For the CANADIAN BEE lOURNAL.
THE OLD HEN FOREVER!

Q;Q0 1 HICH was the first-the len or the
egg?' Brother Jones must solve

- this tough problem before he intro-
duces, the lien and chickens into the

bee yard. If he says the hen was first, then we ask
him where she canàe from, if not from an egg;
and-if he says the egg was first, then we ask
him where.the egg came from without the lien's
assistance ? There must be no quibbling or
dodging.here. This is a preliminary poultry
puzzle, pro'blem, or proposition which m'ust be
squarely met and disposed of at the outset
before less important matters in the art of
chicken-raising are gone into. The two apiarian
editors and the new poultry editor, with their
beads cloge together, ought to be equal to any-
thing in this line-no matter how eggs-traordin'.
ary.

With this new departure doubtless lots of our
apiarists will soob be in the same boat with the
rôtund Teuton who found that the " pould-y
peesness mit the pee peesness vas more brofi-
dable as anyding." And this is a favorable
season to strike in, just about Easter time. We
would also lilI*to know just how many eggs this
trio of editors put thenselves outside of last
Sunday morning. They were, no doubt, under
the circumstances, mindful to set a wholesome
egg.armple as to how much "l en fruit" might
be devoured without any serious disturbance of
t e epigastric region.

; uch for the ben. Now, how about the
rooste Is he to find a place amongst the
bees ? d if so, will his ornithological deriva-
tion and g esis be forthçoming from ye afore.
said editors ? It seems to me (I may be wrong
though) tiat it would be about as difficult to
get a rooster with'out an egg as a hen, for the
axiom that " the.greater includes the less" ought
to hold here.

I think it was josh Billings who said he loved
a rooster for two things-the crow that was ,In
him and the spurs that were on him to Lack Up

up the crow with. At any rate, the roostet part;
of a'hennery establishment is not to be sneeždd
at, and don't you forget it, ye editors.
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