
THE CANADA 0ERISTIAN MONTELY.

secutions it had to endure in its initial
stages were specially fiery or long-
continued, though they were severe
and often renewed, but bocause they
were closely connected with an or-
ganic change at tUe seat of Moham-
medanism, which was legally complet-
ed by the promulgation of the famous
Hatti-Humaiyoun.

An execution for apostacy took
place in August 1848. The suffeer
was a young Armenian, who had de-
clared himself a Turk, and had after-
wards gone back to the Christian faith.
"l Resolved not to deny bis roal faith a
second time, he kept out of sight til
accident betrayed him to the police,
andhe was thenthrowninto prison. In
spite of threats, promises, and blows,
he there maintainead bis resolution,
refused to save hie life by a fresh dis-
avowal of Christianity, and was finally
decapitated in one of the most fre-
quented parts of the city with circum-
stances of great barbarity." Sir Strat-
ford Canning, who had written these
words to bis government, with the
other ambassadors, made such strong
representations to the Porte that "the
Sultan, on the 22nd March 1844, gave
the following written pledge: ' The
Sublime Pôrte engages to take effec-
tual méasures to prevent h enceforward
the execution and putting to death of
the Christian who is an apostate.' On
the 28rd of March, the Sultan, in an
audience which ho granted to Sir
Stratford Canning,gavehim personally
this assurance: ' Henceforward neither
shall Christianity be insulted in my do-
minions, nor shall Christians be perse.
cuted in any way for their rehgion."'

In 1847, through Lord Cowley act-
ing in absence of Sir Stratford can-
ning, civil protection was guaranteed
to the Protestant couverts. They
were formally constituted a separate
body, with the same rights as the
Greeks or the Armenians, and with a
responsible head over thom chosen
from among themselves.

But by far the most important re-
ligious charter ever granted in Turkey
was not given till 1856, and as a result
of the Crimean war. This, known as
the Hatti-Humaiyoun, or Imperial
Edict, was regarded as a guarantee of
complete religions freedom within the
Turkish Empire ; but though the mis-
sionaries and the Christiau Govern-
ments so regarded it, it is probable
that the Turkish Government from
the first intended to evade it as re-
gards its ,}oslem subjects, and inter-
pret it simply as confirming tho liber-
ties already granted to the non-Mus-
sulman co.mmunities..

But we return to Goodell himself.
Of the general principles on which the
great work was carried, on in which he
and others were engaged, we bave al-
ready spokon. But we should like to
speak a little more fully of the mis-
sionary's own labours.

Goodell's great work was the trans-
lation of the Bible into the Armeno-
Turkish-that is to say, the Armeniau
tongue, written with Turkish charac-
ters. This he began at Beyrout; and
its completion and revision occupied
hin till February 1863, near the close
of his Ife. Through the times when
the missionaries dared not go to a
native Christian, or speak to him in
the streets, for fear of compromising
him; through the times when all out-
ward work was stopped by the plague,
translation went sieadily forward. The
whole mind of the missionary was
saturated with the Bible. Ho had
prayed again and again over every
term. No words of ours eau so well
express this aspect of the man as those
which he uses of Panayotes Constan-
tinides, his able assistant:-" is
most important, and what may be
called the crowning work of his life,
was. fhe help he afforded in translating
the Scriptures of the Old and New
Testaments into Armeno-Turkish. In
translating; and revising, and carrying
through the press several editions of


