
greatly improved. lie aliso g.iined a greater knowledge,
of composition, through the literary correspoudenco
which he kopt up with his schoolfelloWt.

lie niow had a strong iea of entering the inatrimouial
stato, but his limited ncais DreventiUg him frou taking
this stop, ho ronmoved to the town of Irvinu for the pur-
poso of becoming a flax-dresser. In this attempt to
improve his fortune he was unsuccessful, for the shop
in which he- was employed was burned, and he returned
home penniless.

During his stay at Irvine ho read somue of Fergusun's
poemns, wyjich were very helpful to him, as they aroused
his poetic powers fron the torpor in wbich they had
fallen, and in a great ineasure determined the Srotish
character of his poetry. Hure also ho made some
fiiends who hand a great influence over him, and, as ho
himself said, "lnot an influence for good, but rather for
evil," and fron this time there was a mnarked change in
his conduct.

Soon after his return from his unsuccessful venture
at Irvino his father died, leaving the support- of the
family to devolve nainly on him. He leased a farmn,
and the. four years which ho spent upon it were the
mnost important of his life. It was hero he felt that
nature had designed him for a poet, and his genius be-

gan to develope itself in pomes vhich hava given to his
name much of its glory.

The farni proving a failure, ho determined to go to
Jamaica to seek his fortuné, and to procure means to
onable him to make the journey he published a volume
of his poems, which were everywhere received with de-
light. Yielding to the persuasion of some of hie friends,
he abandoned the idea of going to Jamaica and went
to Edinburgh, where he soon found himsolf the centre -
of attraction among the literary mon of the time.

Àftei spending somne time there he returned home,
where ho was soon afterwards married to Miss Armour,
and once more settled down te a happy farner's life.
But ho waq not destined to remain in quiet-very long,
for ahout this time he reccived an nppointment under

government, and the duties of lis office requiring that
he should spend the greater part of his time in travel-
ling, ho finally abandoned the farin and settled in Dum-
frics. In his travels through the country ho met with
many temptations; his works had made him universally
known, aud fio was tiereforo a -welcome gucst whorover
he went. Being frequently called upon to share in the
revels of the idle and dissolute, it is to be feared.he was
too ofton found in their company. In Dumfries he
was .exposed to still greater temptations thah in the
country, and his dlissipation became more habitual, al-
though it has been stated on good authority that he
ias seldom intoxicated.

Whate.ver nmay have boon the% extont of hie dissipa-
tion, his powers as a pôet remained unimpaired. Tt
was at this time thatho wrote " Tam o' Shanter " and
some of his-fi'est-lyrica and songs. Froom hisyouth he
hadl beon troubled with palpitation of the-heart. This
was probably incroased by his intempoate habits,
vhich became more frequentownrds the close 'of his

life. In 1790 ho ias seizod with rheumatic fever,
fron-whiilh he never recovered.

Thus, at the early age of thirty.seven, died Robert
Burns, one of the greatest poets whomu Scotland ias
produced. Dor.

TID -BITS.

"Scone in Dodge."

Two spoons nissing.

Who fell over the vheel-barrow on Sunday ovening?

Which one of the mxinistérial stuents kills two birds
vith one stone every week ?

A sofa in a cosy parler on a fine January afternoon,
vith just room enough for two.()

Late, late, so late ye cannot enter now ! Yes, you
can, if you break a pane of glaas!

Boots and shoes repaired at shortest notice. ladies'
wear a specialty. Apply to No. 6.

One of the Kings is on the fonce. Some Day.iv.es
net careful ho vill get knocked off.

The boys foel hurt to think that the ladies won't go
along with them in the " cushioned chariot."

Professer (to lady student chewing tutti-fru.ti)
"Your.g ladies are supposed to chew nothing but to-
bacco."

One of the young ladies nt the last reception hadl a
Slipp in No. 4. It proved quite serions at the time,
but sho is slowly recovering.

WC were sonewhat surprised on entering the bath-
room one evening about 9.30 to find one of the boys
taking a bath in full dress.

Was it the now fan-register or the lady's photo that
proved sncb an attraction to the zealous ·theologue on
the night of the ladies' recoption I

Lady teacher: "Do yen think flour is gooi for the
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