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LESSON V.-Nov. 4.

The Unjust Steward.
Luke xvi., 1-13. Memory. verses, 10-12.

Read Luke xvi., 1-13.

Daily Readimgs.
M. Unjust Holder-::xvi., 1-13.,
T. Unjust Owner-xvi., 19-31.
W. Unjust Judge-xviii., 1-8.-
T. Unjust Pharisee--xviii., 9-14.
F. Unjust Servant-Matt. xviii., 23-35.
S. Merciful God-John xiv., 1-31.

Golden Text.
'Ye cannot serve God and mammon.'-

Luke xvi.. 13.

Lesson TeXt.
(1) And he said unto bis disciples, Tliere

was a certain rich man, which had a stew-
ard; and the same was accused unto him that
he had wasted bis goods. (2) And he call-
ed him, and said unto him, How is it that
I hear this of thee ? Give an account of thy
stewardship ; for thou mayest be no longer
steward. (3) Then the steward said witi-
ln ·himself, What shallI. do ? for my lord
taketh away from me the stewardship ; I
cannot dig; ta beg I am ashamed. (4) I am
resolved what to do, that, when I am put
out of the stewardship, they may receive me
into their houses. (5) Sa he called .every
one of his lord's debtors unto him, and said
unto the first, How much owest thou unto
my lord ? (6) And ,he said, An hundred
measures of ail. And, he said unto hlim.
Take thy bill, and sit down quickly, an'd
write fifty. (7) Then said he ta another,
And how much owest thou ? And lie said.
an hundred measures of wheat. And he
said unto lilm, Take thy bill, and write four-
score. (8) And the lord commended the
unjust steward, because lie had done wisely;
for the children of this world are in their
generation wiser than the children of lighL.
(9) And rsay unto you, Make ta yourselves
friends of the mammon of unrighteousness;
that when ye fail, they may receive-you into
everlasting habitations. (10) He that is
faithful in that which is least, ls faithful
also ln much ; and be that is unjust -in the
teast la unjust also-in much. (11) If there-
fore ye have not been faithful in the unright-
eous mammon, who will commit to your
trust the.true riches ? (12) And if ye have
not been faithful In that which is another
man's, Who shall give you that which is your
own ?, (13) No servant can serve two mas-
ters : for either lie will hate the one, and
love the other : or else be will hold to the
one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve
God and mammon.

Suggestions.
This parable is rather an illustrative nar-

rative, and we are to look upon the rich man
and the steward as necessary parts of the
setting of the great truth ta o be taught, and
not as having a -separate interpretation, or
typical and mystical meaning.

Not a little perplexity bas arisen in many
minds because our Lord selects such an ob-
jectionable and immoral character as the ve-
hicle for his instruction. (1) In order to
teach the lesson he desired it was necessary
that ther 'should bc some natural reason for
the situation that taught the lesson. Pue-
licans and Pharisees were misusing their
worldly gains. There was sure ta come a
tUme when they must.give an account. They
were really unjust stewards of things God
had entrusted .to them. A steward, there-
fore, was naturally tee central figure of the
parable. He must 1ie unjust ta represent
these hearers, and to give a reason for tlie
crisis ln his affairs when he must give an
account of is stewardship. Thus ha could
teach a lesson to bis heafrers from the pru-
dence ani ingenuity of the man who looked
out for the future. (2) It la natural and

right ta select some one quality for imitafion
witho'ut i any wise approving of the other

qualities by .which- it l accompanied.
Mammon ln the Syriac means money. It

represents wealth, gains, money. It is caîf.
éd -the mammon ofa unrightéousness, either
because it refers ta wealth even when gain-
cd unrighteously. (Bruce); as was the case
with many of bis hearers ; or because it
tempts to unrigliteousness, l' thie frequent
cause of fraudis fuIl of danger.' "Take any
coin. out of, your pocket and make it tell its
history, the bands it has been in, the things
it bas pald for, the transactions it has as-
sisted, and you would bé inclined to fllng it
away as contaminated and filthy. -But that
coin is a mere emblem of all that comes to
you through the ordinary channels of, trade,
and"suggests ta you. the pollution of the
whole social condition.. The clothes you
wear, the food you eat, the house you live
ln; the.money you are asked ta invest, have
aIl a history. which will not bear scrutiny.
Oppression, greed and fraud serve you every
day. . Whether you will, or not, you are
niade partukera of ather meu's sIns. Yau
may be tbankful if your banda are not solled
by any stain that you have wittingly Incur-
red; but even so, you must ask, What com-
pensation can I make for the unrightcous-
ness whicli cleaves to mammon ? How am
I ta use it now, seeing I have It ?-Marcus
Dods.

How can we make friends by means of
mammon ? By giviiig it away ln benevo-
lence ; by using it ta help men; by supply-
ing the wants, of the poor ; by sending the.
gospel around the world ; by aiding schools
and colleges ; by advancing every good word
and work ; by investing it in the enterprises
which give employment ta men at liberal
wages.

That, when ye fail-Die and can no longer
use your wealth, or when you lose what you
have gained, as often happens. They may
receive you Into everlasting habitations-
Those whom you have helped iil welcome
you in heaven. Heaven will be sweeter,
brighter, happier to you on account of them
Even lu this world, giving to thom brings
you into the spirit of heaven, and gives you
a foretaste of the -future blessedness. It en-
larges the. soul, it increases forever the ca-
pacity for enjoyment.-From 'Peloubet's Se-
lect Notes.'

lHe that is faithful in that which is least.
is faitfiful also in much. A reliable man
la one wlio can be trusted in an emergency

*because he ls honest in the performance of
duty every day. He who neglects small du-
ties cannot be depended upon ta fulfil any.
No duty l so trivial but that the doing of it
will strengthen the doer in the characteris-
tic of faithfulness. A character of relia.
bility and faithfulness is in itse a treasure
of inestimable value. Those who are not
faithful in their daily duties can never ob-
tain the true riches of character which can
be given only ta those who honestly earn
them by patient striving after. riglteousness.
He that is unjust in the least is unjust also
in much, for each fallure of justice and rigbt-
eousness has made a weak spot in the cTar-
acter, and each little sin yielded ta bas open-
cd the way for largèr and further reaching
sins. The man who neglects bis opportuni-
tics has no means of judging which are the
great and which the small. · Sins of neglect
sear the conscience, blind the eyes, and ren-
der the character indolent and weak. In-
justice is caused by selfishness.

Ye cannot serve God and mammon. He
who tries ta serve mammon will wake up
some day, like.the prodigal-son, to flnd him-
self starving and deserted, sent by mammon
ta tend swine. • God does not put-his ser-
vants to such a task, nor treat them ln such
a manner; bis servants have bread enough
and ta spare. • The service of God -l liberfy
in holiness, the service of mammon is slav-
ery ta sin. The man who makes a god of
bis money ls as great a fool as the man who
worships a little image of wood or clay.. No
amount of gold can buy off death and judg=
ment. The possessions of riches brings wiEh
It awful responsibilities. He who worships
mammon despises God, setting at naught his
commandments. (Ex. xx., 3 ; Deut. vi., 1 ,
15 ; Luke x., 27.)

Questions.
Relate the parable of the Unjust Steward.

Was it bis unrighteousness that was com-
mended ? How can we prepare for the fu-
ture ? How should we regard money ? Is
it worth the sacrifice of faith, honor or re-

-ligion ? iDo you really care more about your
duty to Goad than about making a little extra
money ? Could monéy buyi salvation (L
Pet. i., 18, 20), or any blessing from God,?

C. ETopic.
Nov. 4.-Are you doing your best ? Màtt.

xxv., 14-30.

Junior C. E. -Topic.
OUR TALENTS.

Mon., Oct.,29.-Strength. Isa. xl., 29.
Tues., Oct. 30.-Speech. Ps. xix., 14.
Wed., Oct. 31.-Sight.: Luke x., 23.
Thu., Nov. 1.-Mind. Phil. il., 5.
Fri., Nov. 2.-Hearing. Mark iv., 23, 24.
Sat., Nov. 3.-Skilfùl hands. Ps. cxxxvii., 5.
Sun., Nov. 4.-Topic--What are our tal-

ents ? Matt. xxv., 14-30.

-A RegularLittle Turk;
A Christian friend was- spending the af-

ternoon with me, and ln the course of con-
versation that beautiful promise in Isa. lv.,
11, 'My word shall not return unto me vold,'
was quoted. 'Yes,' said my frIend (herself
a Sùnday-school teacher for nearly sixty
years), 'I can tell you of a true circum-
stance ln connection.with that verse..

'Many years ago, in the days when village
schools were very different to what they are
now (with all the modern requirements-
certiflcated masters and mistresses, etc.),
there wasin the pretty village of N- an
infant schoolmistress. She dearly loved
the boys and girls, and longed intensely that
they should early learn to know and love
their blessed Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.
Month by month and year by year she
taught these little ones, often discouraged,
yet patiently sowing the seed-God's Word.

'Many ycars passed, old age came on, and
she could teach no longer. One day a
.stranger from abroad arrived in-the village,
and anxiously inquired-if Mrs. P-, the in-
fant schoolmistress, were still alive, and
where did she live ? Her address was soon
given, and he found bis way to ber. little.
home. He then told her that he had come
ln fulfilment of a promise be had made to a
very dear friend now dead. The promise
he had given was that on bis return to Eng-
land he would go ta the village of N- and
fInd out Mrs. P-, and tell ber that Tom
Harris (I do not know the real name) had
gone home to be with Jesus-so happy, a
sinner saved and forgiven, and that It was
ail through ber. He had been, be said, 'a
very naughty, troublesome little boy,- a
"regular little turk" ; but the texts so pa-
tiently taught had never been forgotten, and
far away from the sweet Devon home, ln a
distant land, those very texts were used by
the Spirit of God ta show him his condition
as a lost sinner, and also point him to Jesus,
the Saviour-the way, the truth, and the
life. We can all picture the joy of the dear
old lady, now for many years safely home
ln the many mansions of our Father's home.'
-E. T. G.,.in 'The Christian.'

.Trifles.
It may seem ta be a trille ta be able ta

teach the class without keeping the eyes

riveted on the Bible. Those ho have

tried the method of having the lesson So In

mind as ta lie able to look into the eyes of

the pupil while teaching, know that this is

no trille, but a wonderfui heIp ln the keep-
ing of order, which ls so necessary. l i he
impressing of truth. A good teaching plan
ls no trille. It may seem ta be a trille for
a teacher ta be partial. Teachers some-
times wonder why they have ost 'their in-
luence over certain members of their classes.
The officers of the school, perhaps, could
give the reason. They have selected a few
of. their pupils, ta whom they pay. especial
attention. The other members of the class
notice this, are hurt, and fail ta respond
ta the teacher's appeals. 'Impartiality'
should be a watchword of. every teacber. It
may seem to be a trille for a teacber ta for-
get a promise made to a pupil. Ta the pu-
pli, however, it le great- matter. He rarely
forgets that promise, and the teacher's
influencé is lessened because of his fallure
ta keeg it.-A. H. McKInney.
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