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' ".yea.rs of hig’ m'e were spent thoug,htlessly,_

" “carelessly, and unconcernedly ‘One of hig.

tutors, in. fact, tried to lead him asbra,y, and

~ make him an inﬁdel bub, a.t last, while a’ gt

dent at Halle' University, ke - atfended- a

prayer-meeting, and found Chrlst That was,
1in the beginning of 1825, and’ ﬁ'om that time .
“He had
during ‘his life obbdined tens of thousa.nds ‘of

‘1o had been ‘a very, happy ian.

~ answens o ‘prayer.- Very frequently before he

 left his bed-room in the morning he had one,

. .or itwo answers; in the cCOUrse’ ‘of the day,
. perhaps - five or. s.ix, and sometimes  more;
and that had been going om for more than
seventy years. . . During the seventy years he

_had, prayed to-God he-had:obtained enough

money to. educate and -send into the world
no fewer tha.n 123,000 - pupils,. more than
10,600 of thom were converted while at
school. " He. had also circulated all over the
world . 276,056 bibles in various lang'uages,
- 21,100 copies of.the book of nsalms, and. 180 -
000 smaller portioms of the bible, - )

“‘From the begmmng of his comrersiun he
took a ’lively interest in missionary work,
and he. mded the mlssmtnarles in-every pos-
sible way. ' ‘In money ‘alone he has assisted
them to the extent of £255,000. © When he
had passed his seventieth year he went out
as a missionary, travelling extensively. For
twenty years he was comstantly going about
in all parts of the world preaching the gos-
pel.
guages

‘But his grea.test work, he declared, ‘was
the establishment of his orpha.na.ge———a. work

which showed what could te a.ccomphshed by

means-of prayer. He had beén in' difficul-
ties thousands of umes but God had a:lwa.ys
answered hisprayers. - The" ﬂve immense
buildings at Ashley" Down, Bristol were
God’s monument to. the  power . Of ’ pra.ye»r
They " cost £ 115,000, ‘and-yét ‘he bad never
asked a single human being in the world ‘for
apenny.” He had obtained the money to es-
tablish the orphanage simply through the
instrumentality of prayer. The £115,000
was not all that was required, because it took
£26,000 a year -to maintain the institution

and the work in which he was enc,a.oed But -

all through God had never fa1led, to - help
him’

INCIDENTS OF HIS YVOUTH.‘

Georga Muller Was born a,t Krorppenstadt
near Halberstadt Prussia, on Sept. 27, 1805.
Be‘ween. ten and eleven years of age ho was
sent to.Halberstadt, to 1he Cathedral Cla.sm-

- cal, Sohool there to be prepzmed for the Um—

verclty, his fmther‘s desire beinig - that he.”

should beoorme a clergyman ‘His time was,
~now spent pan-tly in study, partly in no'vel-
rea.dm-g, a.nd pa.rtly isn sinful pra,ctioos Suoh_
was his way of life until his fourteenth year,
when. his mother was removed by death.
Whilst she lay dma, George Muller, un-
a.ware of her 111ness, was card-playmg i
two o'clock in t)he morning, dmd on the next
day, which was the Sabbath, ‘he went with
some of his compa.nions to a ta,vern, and a.f-

térwards wzmdered ‘about the streets ha.lf-.

i.n’coxica.ted On’ the next day he attended

fo'r the ﬁrst tjme the- rehvmus instruction he

was to reoelve prepa.ra.tory to his’ conﬁrma-
tion, but hm-e also his oa.relessness was as
gren,t ds*elsewhere and on his return to ‘his
lodgings his father had zm'ived to ta.ke him
and’ his b'rofaher home to their mother’s fune-
ral. But even death and its attendant solem-
niti% ha.d no lasting etfect on, the bory S mind.
o went from bad to worse! His time untll
midsummer, 1821 though spent pa,rt:ly in
study, was' 1argely taken u.p in playmg the
pla.no-forte and guitar, rea,ding nov L,ls fre—

quenting ta.verns and similar e\msses Well

might he a.dd to hv: a.coou.nt of the"e ev
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He preached in three dlffe"emt la,n-j

penencnﬁ—‘What a, bitter bitter bhing 1s‘t'ne
servi,ce of Satan even in. hhis world" e
In November 1821, he wemt on one of his

3 wild excursions to Brunswick ha.ving a oon—'~
siderable-sum of money: wihh him, which he

soon wasted - in fast living, and then ran con-
siderably into’ debt at. two. hotels In his
attempt. o escape. without paying, he was
arrested and Iadged in prison.” - Aften.re-

mammg there nearly. a ‘month he was re- .
leased upon his-father pamng ‘his debts and-
" prison fees; upon which he returned home.

“For a, short timo after this escapade he paid

more diligence to his studies~—so much 30

- that he got inbo favor with the director of
. his school, and was held up ds an example

to the class,  -Still his heart was far from

God, and he lived secretly in-much sin, al-
though periodically he tried to amend his-

conduct, partlcula.rly before he went to the
Lord’s Supper, as he used to do, twice every
year, with the other young men. By 1825
George Muller had become a member of

' Halle University, and obtained permission to

preach in the Lutheran Church, although he
was still godless and’ unbappy. Ono day
while in a tavern at Halle, with some of his

wild fellow-students, -he saw amon@st them -

on€ of his former schoolféllows named Be..a.,

whom he had known four years befosre at;

Halberstadt, but whom at the time he had
despised because he was: quiet-and serious.

‘Muller, thinking that he mlght be’ better if_-‘
he ‘chose good companioms, soon bccame tbe :

fast friend of Beta.

One Saturday, afternoon, about the middle -
of Nuvemberr, 1825, he had a walk with hlS'
friend Beta, du'ring which the. latter- mcn,tmn-, .
ed .that “he was Jdn the habit “of going 0’11
Sa.tm'day ervemngs to: the house of a Ch.ris-'

tian;. wfhere a meetmg was held; and where

thoy. lea,d the b1b1e, sang, prayed, and rea.d :

to go. wibh. 'eta, wtht seems had recedved
an’ mtroducaon
man; to, a Christla,n tradesma.n at Hallg,

named Wagner, a.t w‘how house the meetmg e

was held

A% th.xs tune George Muﬂer knew nothxng
of the W4ys of belﬁevers,
a.pology Icq coming to: the meeting.
a.nswer he'r wed he. never forgot.
Wagner said
hou«e a.nd hea.rt, are open to you.’ After
thoe. - smgmg of a hymn, Mr. Kayser, who
subsequ»nt]y became a missionary to Africa
in ‘conneetion with the Lendon Missionary,
Soc.xety, fell on his knees and asked a bless-
ing-on the meeting. . This knesling down
made a’ g'rea.t impression om ‘George Muller,
for he ‘had hgver prayed on' his knees, nor

The
 Mr.

seen.anyone else pray on hxs knees. (because,

in 'the Lutheran Chureh 'im Germany they
pray sfandxng) A cha.pter of the bible ‘and

* the usual pnnted sermon, having been read

a.nother hyma was sung, and thén the mias-

ter of the house prayed. ‘Muller said to him- :

self, ‘1 could mt pray as well, though I'am
more learned than this illiterate man.’

me. I:was happy; though, if I had been
asked * w‘hy I was happy, I could not have
clearly expla.med it .

THE TURNING-POINT OF HIS LIFE,

“Whether I'fell on my knees’ Mr. Muller
wrote, ‘whén I returned home, I do not re-
member; but this I know, that I lay peaceful
and happy in my bed. This shows that the

Lord may begin his work in different ways .

For I have not the least doubt that on that
evenimg he began the work of grace in‘me,
though I obtained- joy wuthout any deep sor-
row of heart, and with scarcely any know-
ledge - That evenmg ‘was the tummg-podnt
in my"life.

“Now, my lif_e ‘hocame very  different,
thotigh not so that all sing were given up-at

once.

from a:Dr. Richter, a godly. m' God’s. fmthfulne&

and made am -
him for some money,

“O'O'me as often as you please,

He
says, ‘The whole made a deep impréssion on’

up' the go&ng to ta.verns was entirely d:s-_,.
My, wicked eomtpa.ni:oms were gfiven[ S
centinued the habitial practice of telhng R
falsehoods was no longer. indulged 1n bu:t.

stil, a few; timea after rth'is 1 spoke an . =

truth, T read the: sm'iptmes prayed - often, '

loved the brethren, went ‘to “church’ from

right - motives, and stood - ‘on the side of o
. Churist, 'hhough Iaughed ‘at by. the students’_

In January, 1826 te began to read mission-
ary papers, and was moved to give. ‘himself

up to missionary work. His father, however, C

was . greatly displeased with the proposal,-
and entreated him with tears to cha.nge his.

purpose, but he was’ steadfast bo his purpose S
He -
‘circulated every month in different parhs' of

and soon engaged in Christian work.

the country, three hundred mxssmmary Da-'__ .

pers, spent much. time in. tra.ct-dlstmbution, .

and also wrote. rehgmus letters to his former

companions in sin, visited the sick and sa.w ‘ ', g
_ blessed resulfs from his labors.

In 1826, he came to London on probahorn
as a missionary for the Society for Promot-
ing Christianity a.mong the Jews, but to-
wards the close of 1829 he felt led to separate
from the society, so as.to leave himself free
to labor wherever he might find an open

‘door. ‘During a visit to Teignmouth he con-

ducted some services'in a chapel, which were
50 g;rmtly blessed that he was invited to te-"
come their pastor. ‘The church then num-
bered only eighteern and his salary did not -
exceed fitty-five pounds a year. :
* About 1830 Mr. Muller declded no Ionger
to receive a stated saJa.ry, and at the same
tim:e, not to ask a.ny man’ to help him in his
expensea for ’ova.vellmg i the Lord’s service,

'He had recently married M.lss Mary Grovee,-

sister of Mr. Groves,- tnhe m:Lssmnary to. Bag— K

:da;d and the young" pastor and. ] h;s w1te de- -
mded to trust in- Gocl 10" move the hea.rt ‘of

s put to'a severe
test, L Norvember 1830’ Bays Mr. Muller, .
our m:ocney was reduced to about eight shil-

; hn.gs When I was praymg with my wide in

the mommg, t.he Lord brought to my mind
the state of our purse, and I was led to_ask
About four hou.ns
aftér a sister said to'me, “Do you want any ‘
money 7’ “I told the brethren,” said I,
“dear slster, when I gave up my calary, that
I would for the fufure tell.the Lord only
about my Wa.nt‘s” She’ replied “God has
told me to give you fomeé money. ~About a
fortnight ago I asked him what I should do
for him, and he told: me to give you somse .
money; and last Saturday it came ' again
powerfully to my mind, and has not left me
since, and I felt it so fOﬂ.'ClblY last night that

‘T'could not help speaking of it -to Brother
P2

My heart rejoiced, seeing the Lord’s
faith'fulness, but I’ thought it better not'to

tell Her ebout omr circumstances, lest she
" ghould be influenced to give accordingly; and

I also was assured that, it it were of the
Lord;. she could not but’ givo I thereforo
turned the conversation to  other sub:ects,
but when I loft she gave mo two guineas, .

-We were full of joy on account of the good-

ness of the Lord. I would call upon the
reader 4o admire the gentleness of the Lord,
that he did not try our faith much at, the

commencement, but allowed us to see his - .

willingness to help us before He was pleased
to try it more fully.

Similar instances have been of constant
ooccurrence from-that time. On February 18, .
1832, Mr. Muller broke a blood-vessel, but,
belisving that God would make him equal to
tho duties of the day, he preached, contrary
to the advice of a medical friend, morning,
aftornoon and night, and after each meeting
became stronger; .‘a plain proof,"as he says,
‘that the hand of God was. in the matter.

"In two days more-he was. well.

In May, 1832, accompanied by his fuemd
and follow-laborer from Devonshire; the late
Henry “Craik, he accepted an -invitation- to
Bristol, to. ta.ke the oversight of two congre-
gatzons, and soon began .the great work
which long has made hig mme 50 e'mnent —
‘Chmstxan Hera]d’ i
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