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poor, uuloved wife of this rich officer felt
very sorry for the forlorn child, and
tried to comfort him as well asshe knew
how. She had ‘never been happy in her
married life, and was glad of any object to
divert her mind from her own loneliness
and sorrow, besides pitying the gentle-apoken
lad, who seemed like herself in having no || -
one to love, After a while, God gave her a
dear little baby girl ; and the young mother
grew very ‘fond of it, seeming to srfiile less

the early planting of Kishi's colony, about
the beginning of the Christian era; the!
Coreans seem to have taken kindly to the
Chinese—in part because of the gentle sway
of the poet courtier Kishi, and yet more
for the many arts of civilized life he brought
with him to the *“Hermit-land.” For hun-
dreds of years the Coreans continued to TeRp)
the good fruits of the seeds of w15dom and |
knowledge planted by Kishi. Butin pro-
cess of time quarrels arose ; and the Chinege
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In a recent lotter written from Corea, by
a missionary, he says, * Thisisland is far less
attractive than Japan, as a mission-field.
It is nota great empire, with agreat history ;
but & weak people, surrounded by strong
and avaricious neighbors. Yetthe Coreans

them? ;«jti'-'f ' :
Among\ many. efforts made durmg the
present.. century to carry the gospel into
Cores, and “with little apparent success,
one seed -of sacred truth was planted by a
little Chinese lad; ehortly before Corea was
opened to missionary effort ; and this, so far
a8 we know, was the first in e.ll the Hermit-
kingdom to spring up- end brmg forth fr\ut.
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seem frank, intelligent, and companionable,
and inclined to bereligious. Introduce Pro-
testant Christianity, and they will believe,”

: Within the past five years, this has been
attempted —i.e,, the introduction ‘of Pro-
testant Chmtlamby,—o.nd the behef that
the Coreans Would rendily receive the Gos-
pel has been in a measure verified, "This
populous peninzula, which for many years
was closed against all European nations, and

was the scene.of such bleody .
' persecutions of the native
Christians, is now thrown
open, not only to trade and
Western civilization, but also
to the introduction of the
gospel. Missionaries areé free-
1y permitted to take up their
abode in any of the Corean
cities or towns, and no hin-
derances bave been put in
the way of their efforts for - |
the evavgelization of the
peaple. Ou the contrary,
the present king, now- i'his
thirty-fourth’ year, seems
earnestly to desire the géod
of his people, and londs’ki
‘aid in the establishment of
schools and- Chmstmn mm- g
elons. ‘
In wmany respects, Gorea .
seems & nation plepnred for,
theLord. They have;in’ Our
day, really no nntlonal re-
ligion ; 1 e:, none iliabis in-
dlgenoue to their couutry, or
apecially enthroned’in their
affections. Forthough nomi-:
nally Buddhist at the present
time,this wide-spread system
"was not introduced into
Corea till the middle of the fourth century :
and, to win its acceptance, the Buddhist
priests found it necessary to claim the local
Jeitiey as previous incarnations of Buddba,
and the new religion as only an advanced
form of the old, The ruse succeeded ; and
for 21l these centuries, this,hoary supersti
tion has had full sway among these simple-
hearted Coreans, though with some com-

natural cut-growth of their constant 2830+
ciation with their Chinese neighbors. From

less as‘is the grist between Ly pau: of cruehmg

during the administration of the late Regent

mingling,of Confucianism and Taouism, the'

and Japanese vied with each other in oppres-||
sion and extortion against the poor Coreans,
whose temtory lying just between-theae
rival powers, leaves thein eeemmgly ashelp-

mill stones,

‘Now Corea claims to l)e 1ndependent aud
boasts ‘'a_young sovereign'’ who i’ brave
enough to think for himself, and to seek for
his people growth in knowledge and in ox-
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cellenoe. Buddhlsm is no longer 80 heartlly
accepted as formerly; and its baughty privsta
cannot, as they once did,. lord it over the'
bodies and souls of & down-trodden _people,
A missionary, recently writing. from Seoul
the capital of Corea, says, & There is not one
Buddhist temple within these, city walls,
and some of the Coreans say that Buddhist
priests are not allowed to, enter the city.”

‘And thus, as they are bemg weaned from
former superstitions, may we not hope
that the hearts of the poor Corenns w1l' be
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he had been faught at one “of the mission:
sohoole at ngpo to read the Blble, and g0

need of help. -
vetted Chmese, tool: Ah-Fang; when he was
nbout nine yeare old Wlth hun on one of
his;. trading expedltlona ‘to _ the Corean
capital.:

=httle lad was hig orphan cotidin, a !

ta the gloty of God.” " g
“This little boy 8 nAme. was Ah-Fung and

to Jesus in prayer, whéneveér the was in
Hig father, who was & con-

Inva .riot that . occurred on .the

IN ‘COREA.

s'treet the little boy got separated from his
father, and by some : mishap. was stolen, and
concealed by-the thief till his fether left the
city.” Then the rogye preten dﬁd that‘; the

POh

hlm to the governor of the! fort;
presented him’ to“lns wife, . to]
and attend her as'a page when shie went out
in' her sedan. Ab- I‘ung was a “fin

unhappy, ‘and - wept and.- pra.yed day and
night ; but he trusted in God, alid felt sure
that all would be right in the end. The

‘1eadly, and sometimes to be almost huppy
Ah-Fung was always with them ; and, as he,
gsoon learned to speak the' Corean ]onguage,

he'often attempted to tell his gentle young"
mistress of the Saviour he loved and trusted
in, Thep, as he caressed the, bnght-eyed,
beautiful baby, or swung its silken’ cradle to
and fro, to keep off the flies, he looked for-
ward to the time when he ‘might fold the'
tmy, (hmpled hands, and teach his dear httle
playmate- to say- Our. Fa-
ther.” But the baby was
. yet too young to léarn the
precions name of Jesus, and
the heart of the fond, girlish:
mother grew too full'of joy
in her darling, to leave room
for any other love. So she
did not care to listen to Ah-
Fung’s story of Jesus and
His salvation; but only
smiled; sweetly apd said,
“Ob, yes, it.is very, nice, 1
dare say ; and yow can tell
. the baby by-and-by, when
i 5ahe is older, But I ain too
¢ . happy now to listen or think
‘about your Jesus,” The
. little lad.thought it strange
that anybody shonld be too
- happy or too busy to think
-‘about Jesus; but none of
“them knew how it was to
‘end, -or, understood God’s
purposes of love and mercy
toward the sweet young mo-
ther aud her beautiful babe.
As the months wore on,
the lovely. flower, so bright

~ mother, withered in her

arms, and was borne away
by the reaper Death.” Then, in her great
joneliness and sorrow, she recalled the words
of "her httle page, “about Jesus and’his
love S and -she asked him to_ tell her the

1d story. ogam. Dny after day did this Chris-
vy | tian-child talk to his beautiful young mis-
: trese of the tender, compassionate Saviour

who loves little children, and makes them
olways happy in his own bright home, far
away ; while the sorrowing mother seemed
never to weary of- l\stemng to the oft.told
tale ¢ Dxd he love my ba.by 1” ohe a.eked
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and beauteous to the loving
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