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THE CATHOLIC.

as we read in the Gospel, Z'he wicked arc salted)| whatever savoured of religion, virtue, and piety,|
with firr—Where there isweeping, and wailing,{|shall be for ever stunned with the flrcadful noisa
and gueshing of teeth.— Whercthe worm dieth not,} and uproar, the curses and lamentations of the de-
and the fire is ncver extmguished.— Hhere accord-| vils and demned.  When your tongue, that so often
irg to the wise man, (Eccles. xxxix. 33.)|teok the name of God in vain ; that was so accus-
Zherc are spirits created for vengeance, & in their||tomed fo cheat and lic ; that hes been made the (
Sury they shall luy on gricvuus stripes. In thel| guilty vebicle of evil advice, or the cause of discord'
day of destruction they shall pour out their forcesj|and dissention among your fe!low-crcatures ; that
a..d appease the wreth of him who made them,  Fire) has often so little scrupled tomJuTe the ch:?ractcr of
Lail, famine, and death, cnd the tecth of beasts, || your neighbour; has frequently dippedin 1mmode'st ]
and scorpions, and serpents. Where in a word,)/and criminal conversation ; when 'lbat tongue, in}
according to St. John; the wicked shall be made (ol fine, tlmt. 50 seldom was employed in prayer, or in
drink of the wine of the wrath of God; and shall be|| praising its Maker, to whom all praisc is d.uc; shall
tormented with fire and brimstone; and the smoke of || be condemned to curse that God, whom it would
their torments shall ascend upfor cver and ever;|[notbless ; and to pour forth for ever tlx? .mostblt-
and they shall have no vest day or night. Apoc.-|iter and lamentable, but vain and unavailing com

Xiv. 10,11.  Whichofyou can dwell with devour-[plaints. Yes, dear Christians, cach of the senscs,
ing fire, exclaims the prophet Isaias: whick of you (by which the sinner offends his God, shaH find its

small that you céuld scarce psrecive ity if trichled,
on your clothes,  Yet certain it is, that the tune
shall come, when any une of the souls in hell may
at he rate of shedding but one teqr every thou-
sand years, have shed tears envugh notonly to
make suchasea, buteven to drown the whole
world ; tofill up the immense space beetween the
heavens and the earth : and to deluge the whole
creation ! And yet, dreadful to think ! her miscry
were still then as far from ending, as when it first
began,

O eternity. eternity ! hotv litle does the world-
ling think of thee in the milst of hig criminal en-
joyments! How little does the sinner  think of
thee, when he i3 about tosin? How little do I
myself;vho now hol? thee forth to the considerati-
on-ofothers, mae thee the abject of my meditati-

. - . on! But#, .
con endure evcrlasting burnings ? own particular torment in bell. «ou, 0 my God, who hast chosen me,.

Alas! dear Christians, which of us, for any re-| But the most bitter ingvedient of e cup of|

thougk, unworthy, from among men ; and hast com-

ward, could be prevailed upon to hold bis fingerin/{the wrath of God, which the damnog!™issioned me to focd thy sheep ; do thou so fill my

the flame of a candle, but for one quarter ofan hour?, are con'fpcll.ed to drink, is the dreadful reflegiion
But to be chained down for ever to a bed of firc, |that their miscries shall never en(}; ans that their
who can endure the idea of such a torment 2 And,; torments, without mt.crmxsswn o% giminution, shall
yet, as the royal prophet assures us, the Lord will||last for ever, A:}d, indeed, Ifone short nightscems
make hls enemies as anover of fire in the time of|jso long to 2 maniu o burniyg fever ; if he tosses
fiis anger; he shall trouble them in his wrath ; andjjand turns, and 0 whery finds rest; if he counts
fie shzll devour them up. 3. xx, 10 Fire andjjevery minule ang longs for the morning ; how long
trimstene, saye he, and the spirit of whirlwinds,{lah! how maufferably long must that dreadful night
shall be the portion of their cup for ever. x.7.  ||of Siernity scem to the damned, who fecl such ex-
O ye, who at present delight in good cheer, £,6}| quisite and cxcruciatingtorments.! LBut, alas ! that
in drinking off your cups! enemies af ¢he Crose of i night shall never know, the morning 3 morever ex-
Christ whose end 1s destructionawhose God is your| pect the dawning of !hc day. No glimpse of hope
baliy,& who glory in your sheme! Wko now think [{shall ever penetrat{: into t!xo.so gloorPy: regions of]
it hard to obey your holy Mother the Church, when|inever ending dcspa.xr. Millions of millions of years
et certain scasons she commands you {o mortify |jshall roll over their heads ; and ten hundred thou-
your sersual appetites by fusting and abstinence, | sand millions qf ages shall pass away ; and yetat
and thus make up for the sin of disobedience andjjthe end of l}u‘s immense tract o.f time, their tor-
intemperance by which our first parents opened the || meats shall be just as far frt?m ending as when they
flood-gates of misery upon themselves and theiry; first began. Then shall the sinner look back through
postezity ' How shall you some day endure tof|the long and immeasurable space of ages spent injy
swallow down those nauseous draughts of liquid]ihell, on the smalt and scarce pergepuble point of;
brimstone, which the devils shall in mockery holditime, during which he ]u:od on this carlh. : and. he
out for you to drink? Fire and brimstone, and thef[will scarce be able to credit his owa folly in haing |
apirit of whirheinds, shall be the portion of their| for the rapu_l enjoyments of a mpmept, forfeited a,
cup fur ever. Or rather say, how shall you be happy cicrmt_v,. and .that crown o.f immortal glory ||
avle to keep that rigid and eternal fast ; how shall dcsxgnc.d for !"mf tll for his crimes it nas taken ’
you endure that craving hunger, that parching and| from him, and given to some other more worthiy )
intolcrable thirst, to which the rich glutton is con- thxa'l; lx; ; l;vht;1 no\lv. rmgn}s '«I»iztb his God in heavcn,”

3 2 -/ while he lies howling in hell.

gf: l?::i;mA:gg:i‘;;‘;? f,:gf; ’;‘r:)r;zsgtlib;::[:, Here spi‘rilual \YthC{s scx:uplc not to assert, and
how shall the ecene, alas! be changed 1n your re- their assertion, which is evidently true, is cnough
gard, wicn instead of the short-lived beauties, on ' "
which you were wontto gaze with such rapture, and make the vary hair of our liead 'st.'md on cnd.
taminal desire, youshall behold nothing but tude-fj They assert, thatsucha soul wouid find herself]
fus spectres and ternfying apparitions.  When, in- 'cun51dcrably comﬁ.;rtcd, were she but assured that
stead of those carnal embraces, in which you took | she should be; deliveredourof hell, when, at the
sach sinful delight, you shall find yoursclves closey rate of shedding but one tear every thousand years,
focked in the foul embraces of fiery dragons, thaty;she should have sh.cd tears enough tomake an o-
shall gnaw intovyour bosoms, aad prey upon your, cean, like ()m.t which surrounds.our globct The
vitals forafl etermity ! When your cars, that listen- || imagination is more than lost in cumputm.g.thc
cd with such altention, to the malignunt whispers of |y time it would require to shed sucha prodigious
fctraction and calumny , to lewd and immoral dis-{! flood of tears.  For, as the world has not yet lasted
course ; or tothe scoffs of thcimpious at God and]| six thousand years: the first of the damned

mind with the awfil idea of eternity ; do thou so
aid end assistme with thy grace, that while 7 preach
to others, I'may not myself become ¢ castaway,
Do thou afso give' to my wotds the power of tou-
ching the hearts of my hearers, and ofpersuading
them, in fine, totake off their afiections from _the
perishable goods of fhis world, and fix them on

iose ot the world to comet’
After allf have said tonceming the evil of sify,

and its dread{ul consequences for time aud eterni-
ty ; T have bnt one observation more to make,
which will embleeach of us to bring home the
Sibject to himself in particular: and that is, that
if’ the sin of ourfirst parents, that of only eating an
apple against the command of God, could bring
upon themseltres, and entail on all their descend-
ants suth an endless teain of calamities ; what has
not the habitual sinner to fear, whose transgress-
ions of the divine law are daily so inultiplied, and
each of them is probably of a much deeper dye *
And has he not also the more cause to dread their
consequences, as now the whole ofhis guilt rests
with himself alene, and is not, like that of our first
parents, cxtended to others: so that the sinnar
now alone must take all the consequeuces of his
sin. But if the conscquences of only cating an
apple against the command of God, are so drcad-
fully fatal, when extendead toali; or in other words,.
if that sin, so comparatively small, could bring
such missries on the whele human race; what
misery is not the impenitent-sinner exposed to,

to chill the blood in our veins with Lorror, and to, whose sins exceed in number the hairs of'his head;

and each of them, perhaps, is morc henious than
that of our first parents, the full conscquences ot
which he must now take upon himself alone.
Christians! letusstop hereat last, for there is
no end of reasoning onthe enormity of the evil of’
sin, and on its dveadl consequences. Fo what-
cver side we turn ourse vesto <consider this mone
strous evil, the mind isapt tolose itself in- a bound-
less and fafhomless abyss. No finite mind is ca-
prble of fully ¢ mptehending the Deity. No fin-
ite mind thercfore ¢an: fully. comprehend the cvil

is salts, 23 bis holy Clurch and Wer Pastors, at ;could not as yethave shed six tears. a quantity so|
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of sin. Only God himself, who knows himself,can



