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sciousness of childhood, then those who "are led by the Spirit
of Goa, these are the sons of Goa," iLe., becoming loyally
subinissive to the operation. of the Spirit, possessing the filial
disposition of obedience, they become the true sons of God,
participating in the life of the Father. «"And because ye are sons,
God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your hearts, cry-
in(,, Abba, Father." Take note of Paul's distinction between thie
use of 'chidren " and «"sons." The terni. child expresses a
relation of nature, a community of life;- and son a position of
honor, an officiai. charactlýr a.s the representative of a family.
The former refers rather to the physical condition and a dloser
relationship; the latter to the divine act and a relative relation,
which, hewever, is always accompanied with the privilege of
excrcisingr the child advantages Bta aya cevdFin
to them. gave He the right competency, liberty of doing
as one pleases, the ability with which one is endued) to become
children (-.,rxva) of Qod, even to them that believe on His naine."
Througch our relation to Christ, the eternal "eSon of God," «by
faith we may become elsens of Goa," bearingr the saie relation
to the Father that did lethe child Jesus." The original sonship
of Adamn, lewhich was the son of God," restored in the human
nature of Christ, is intended for the race, " that we might
receive the adoption ef sons," l'and be conformed. to the image
of is son, in order that hie miight be the firstborn amoPg many
brethren.» God is "tthe Father of spirits," both of angeûls and
mon, elthe Father £rom, whom every family anCestry,
paternity, order of angels) in heaven and (race of men) on earthi
were named." But ail are net elthe sons of Ged; " ail men are
the children cf Qed. "eHave -%ve not ail one Father ? Hath flot
one God created us?" le mnade of one every nation of mnen
for te dwell on ail the Lace of the carth." etBeing then the
effspringr cf Ged," we 'become "tsons" when restered te the
original relation ef mnan te the Father, and thereby recover all
the possible attaininents of a child, and the child will bear a.
resemblance te the father.

leThe perfect design of Christianity," says Pope l'and that
iviceh is se to speak its peculiarity, is te brin:g Qedl near te
man as a Fiather ; te restore Hi-, Fatherly relation te x-nankind.
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