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been so long estranged, but of which lie now% feit the imperiqus
need. Immediately, for coiiec saze, lie abandoned. his
lectureship, and, at the age of fiftiy-three, becarne a copyist in
the. cellar of the London Board of Health, at the rate of seventy
words for a penny. Ilis conviction of personal sin deepened to
sucli an extent that lie dared not pray. "For six xnonths,," said
his wife.1 "he neyer smiled." 'II told my dear friend IDr. Jobson,"
(the present Book-St6wardl of the Wesleyan Conference Office,)
lie wrrites, lewho wvas ever trying to streng tlen and lielp me, that
I believed God -would shut me up in judicial dafliness; that
H1e would neyer suifer me to live in the liglit of Ris countenance
again, as a penalty for my great sin in deserti-ng Rire. 'No,
no!l' said ny dlear friend; I'I dont believe it; God will bring
you to the liglit yet, and fil your soul wvitli it.' " Under the
guidance of Jobson, Charles Kingsley, and, above ail, of the good
Spirit of God, bis wandering feet were led back to the solid
ground of Christian faith and hope. Hie became a Baptist fromn
conviction, andi for fifteen yeas5 lias been connected with that
Church. lie forthwith began peregrinating the kingdom. as a
preaclier and lecturer on Christian Evidences. In eight years
and; a-lialf lie preaclied 1169 times and lectured 2204 times-
an average of about eight addresses per week. Under the
strain bis health gave way. Now, at the age of seventy years,
lie restricts himself to two sermons on Sunday and three or four
lectures per week H1e lias recently publislied a valuable work
on Christian Evidences, which lias reached its ninth tliousand;
a volume of Sermons, and a Spencerian Poem, "Tlie Paradise of
Martyrs," a sort of paJinodia to bis c"Purgatory of Suicides."'
Cooper's prose style is singrularly pure, limpid, idiomatie, and
vigourous Sax.-on. He lias considerable sense of humour, but
lacks, -we think, the dramatic faôulty necessary for a successful
story writer. The chief value of lis labour, we conceive, as
lie himself judges, will be in oifering an antidote to tlie incipient
skepticism ini the niinds of young men, often of religions faînilies
and regulax attendants on publie worship. lu the present state
of society this is a work of no ordinary importance. It is'in
some sort the bounden duty of tliosd wlio, liaving themselves,
escaped the toils of skepticism, may help to extricate otliers wio,


