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This is a grammar of the Moreli-Bullion
,class, but a careful exarnination of the work
shows mnany improvements and advances
over its predecessors. In fact, for hii uvho
prefers this style of grammar to that of
Abbott,Morris,Eatle and Skeat, we know of
no better work, if for no other reason than
that as hie will find many of his old notions
receiving rough treatiiient, lie uvili be set
thinking.

Perliaps one of the first things newv to hiru
will be the placing of pronouns under nouns
and treating theru as such. "Pronouns
are treated as being what they are, simple
-nouns; and they are introduced before the
subject of case is mentioned." (Preface,
page 4). The next thing that will strike
hinm, nuay be the statement, "lThere are
four moods ;» namely - the indicative, the
.imperative, the infinitive, and the participle,
-or participial mood. This, however, .will
not be altogether new to such of our readers
as have met with MIiller's Bullion. But it
is flot on such points as these Nvhich, claim-
ing novelty are good for the teacher, but
which, unless they are real impovements are
an injury to the seholar, that Mr. Butler's
work claims support. Nor wouild we re-
.commend the work on account of the text.
As a xvork for schools;, wve do flot think the
definitions are alivays happily worded,
granting w'hat is very doubtful. that they are
always correct. 'True we find no such
wretched specimens as IlA Neun is a
name, as of a person, place or thing.
(Authorized Gramniar).

The real value of the book is contained
i't the Il Reinarks." They exhibit a uide
knowledge of Lthe class of granimars to
-which this one belongs, an extensive ac-
quaintance uith modem English literature,
and Nwhat makes ail else valuable, an acute-
ness of observation and induction, and an
independence of thought seldom- found out
of the ranks of the masters of science. Lit

tde things mnark finish,-m-any can lut the
target,fewv the bullFs-eye. The following the
first we open at, wvi1l do as a specimen of
these IIRenuarks."

IlThe positive degrec implies comparison,though
the comiparison is flot formally expressed. ' Mr.
Smith is a tali =nan,' implies a comnpa-rison svith
other mnen ; for lie would flot be called a tati man
if lie did flot exceed the generality of men in
stature."

"lThe office of the compai-ative and superlative
degrees is flot to, express a higlier degr::e of the
quality than that whichi ia expressed by the positive.
Thec degrees, though related in form, have no logi-
cal relation to each other. When ive say, IlMr.
Smith is a trU ma%-' m'e compare Mr. Smith with
men in general ; %vhen we say, ' Mr. Smith is taller
than Mr. Jones,' wve compare two men and asaert
the former has more of the quality than the latter,
wvithout referring to the absolute tali; when we
say, 'Mr. Smith ia the talle8t of the three men,'1 we
compare Mr. Smithi with two other men in a similar
way. (See Note H.)"

"lThe comparative is used -%vhen the objects
compared belong to différent classes ; the superla-
tive ivhien the objects belong to, the sane class. But
the comparative is used more frequently than the
superlative when two objecta belonging to the saine
cîas are comparcd ; as, 'The iser of the twvo.' "

IlIt seemns strange that any one uvho lins taken
the trouble of thinking about the matter a single
moment slîould flot sec the truc nature of the com-
parative and superlative degrees. And yet we flnd
in popular gramniars such language as this:- The
comparative denotes a higher state of the saine
quality than the positive; & Ile superlative denotes
a higher or lower state of the saine quality than
that expressed by the comparative ;' 'The compara-
tive dcgree dcnotcs an increase or diminution of the
qnality pf the positive ;' ' The suDerlative degree
denotes an increase or diminution of the quality of
the positive to tlie highcst or lowvest degree.'

These extracts are given as samples. The saine
error, variously expressed, is found in moat of the
grammars in common use. Even a çhiild niay be
convinced in a moment that such definitio ns are
entirely wrong. Take a duod-cimo book, in the
riglit liand and a smallcr one ini the left, and ask the
chuld, ' Is not this book in my right hand large,'


