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ISAAC AMBROSE ON WORLDLY PLEASURES.
6The directions of self-denîal, in respect of worldly pleasures, are these:
"1. Look on pleasuries, flot only as vain, but as vanishing: they are soon

gone from s o this are soon gone from themn. 1. They are soon gone from us,the fashion o hsworld passeth away': ail pleasures are but like a mountain
of fin0w, that meits away presentiy. 2. We are soon gone from them; it is
but a while, and then we and ail our pleasures must together vanish ; if death
draws the curtain, and looks in upon us, then we must bid a farewell to thein al],
'lever Iaugh more, neyer have merry-meeting more; neyer be in joiiity any
More, Oh ! wlîen we are cailed to eternity, thien ail our delighits will leave us,
an4d bid us adieu forever; and how doleful wili this be tonail the sons and
daughters of pleasure I Your season is donc, you bave bad your time, it is
gone, it 18 past, and cannot be recalled."

",2. Consider, this is not the season that soul be for pleasures. The
APOs8tle James inys iit as a great charge upon thuse in his time, that they ' lived
111 Pleasure on the earth.' This is a tiîne to do the great business for which
We Were born. Oh ! did we think that eternity depended upon this littie uncer-
teir time of our lives, we would not say that sensual pleasures were now in
season.1 Sureiy this time should be spent in seeking to make our peace -, ith
Go;(l' tis is a tiine of suing out our pardon, of mourning, an~d soi row, andtrouble of spirit, and no time for jollitv and fleshly deiights. If a condeinned
"'ani had. two or thfree days granted him that he might sue out his pardon, were
Sht a time for pleasures and sports?î Thus it is with us; the sentence of death

18UPOn us, only a littie uncertain time is granted us, to sue out a pardon ; let
li ko~ten what is our work, and let us apply ourselves to it."

"3 onder the carniage of the saints before us. You know the mean pro-
so8În that~ John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, had : bis fare was
. usts and wild honey, and yet there was flot a greater born of woman lefore.
lOthYl aithougi lie was sickly, yet wvould flot take liberty to drink a littie

lt'le, b only water, tili P>aul wrote to hii; and in that liberty there was but
granted, and that for his stomach's sake, and bis often infirmities. Basil

a epistie (o Julian, mentions the mean fare lie and others witb bim lived on ;
tey had no need of cooks, ail their provisions was the leaves of plants, and a
i'ttie bread:- and Hierom reports of ililarion, tbat he neyer eat anything before

thierom went down, and that whiclh at any time Mç ate was very mean : and
'Wtl rom isld lived so abstemiously, that lie had nothing daily but a few dried-

(Cwt odwater."
"4DO we for Christ, as Christ bath done for us. What! was he contenttoPar with the pleasures of heaven, the bosomn of his Father, to redeemn poor

and shall not we part with thie pleasures of a littie ineat or drink for
SIs flot ail his glory revealed in bis word and wor-k, suflicient to show

1 Worth of our love, and to make us willing to part with sucli empty, poor,aliglit thini ehatflà hits ys hi raetms oings,' as sensual pleasures? Surely the dauglîters of pleasure must
th, 1xever hey wl ebatfli hitsee hi riietms oPtt(~ o ofr adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, and

alprl bttehidnmn fteherte raet famequiet n o s pir , buchisi the iglit ofaGo of gereat pnhe."nret fame
que spdirite ohci n th pesrest aofe ad ofsa (yu ba hveth epei
Of tbe p1easanitness of God's ways.) ' If the nether springs be so sweet,

th at'w the upper be.' If the lower Jerusalemn be paved with gold, surely
atlper Jerusalem i's paved with pearis!' It is an excellent speech of

%'.tard-"c Good art thou, 0 Lord, to the soul that seekas tbee ; what are thosù


