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on the win±ter rssrvsto show thiat the
culture of roses iii Roule wvas carried to sucb
perfection as to niake the attempt of forcigni
conipetitors subject to, ridicule, for lie
writes. -And thon. () Nile, rnust niow vield
to thè fogs of Rorne scnd uis thy harvests.
and we will scn(1 thcc roses.* Tilt Roilanis
obtaincd roses and liles in 1)ccnxber 1wv iu-
troduciing to thecir plant liouses tubes fillcd
with hot water. The Romans wlîoee pro-
fuse use of flowers subjectcd theuciiselves to
the reproof of t1heir plîilosoplîers, cotisidleredl
the rose as an ceuîblemi of festivity. At a
feast given by Cleopatra to, Mark Antony
she caused the roonis to be strewed midi
rose ]caves to a cousiderable deptbi and spent
a talent iii procuring tue requisite iiunîiber.
It svas also custoniary for the wcaltliy to,
take their limais restiuig on rose leaves. It
is relatcd that Nero spent Lao.o0o on roses
at one feast.

Tie rose was considcred the emlbleni of
pruence. %%?'he,î a rose wYas placcd over
the dloor of a rooin iu wbichi a Roman fcast
wvas hel<I, whoever passed beneath it there-
by inctirred a solenrn obligation not to re-
v'cal xhat %vas sci or heard, lience ilie
terni, " Sub Rosa.*' a terni in xise at the
prescnt tinme. Shakespeare, iii lis play.
Henr 'y Gth. ist part 2-4, bruîigs tue rose int
historical promliculc bk' nîakiiig a poctic
reference to the Comîmencement of the .30
vears war iii. l--aîglalid. 1455-t.485. known as
the war of the Roses. beîwt-en the bouses of
York and Lancaster.

NIr. wVîn. Pan!l. iii one of bis books. re-
cords that in H-ungary it is custonliary witli
ladies of raink to takt bunches of rose buids
of choicie varictics anti go ini tilt ficlds
andl woos andt l>ud tht, wild kindis wii
they encouinter iu thecir ranlibies. and it is
,saidt! 1 be 110 lIiicoiillilh thing 10 "'cet witlî
tIse fincst t'arieîice binomng in iiot un ifre-
qiîtvdt« places. Alîbiou.gh T have Con-
4knscd anti ouîittçtd iiuich 1 would like to
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have written. 1 nîusîi quote a short pocun là%-
MNargaret 11. Ilîeuit on1 the rose:

Et i« flot stately. grmnd and etrong
Like oak. which brve the wiater's l>lel.
Et ylelds no fruit to buxbandm:an
When lrne of blomsoring lu paitt.
Ti-C Anly beilutitul : but ito.

Et flia lte qCodil alqboifted lv
And ispealw Hfi% walc'hful lov.e -ind care
To ern the humbleiit of our r.are.

Sorne AUi tiacir likex wilit :atitbtli; gmnd.
Sonie lght life'.tç batlex br.nv< ;ail true.
:Se)-ne only quiet bffluty sçhow.
,Anil only trilling duliex do.
But like the Roge. th'y iMil the Place
Ai>ponttd by the Alrnighly oae.
.And faithfui though. but lui the lengb.
Tht>' nt the end will hear -Wel donet'
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