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Permanent Pasturcs.
WY THE EDITOR.

This paper was read at several of the meetings of
the Farmer’s Institutes of Ontario, held during 1887

The term, permanent pastures, though a very com-
}i}'chensivc one, is often used in a very loose sense.

he most simple defimtion that we can give of it is to
say that it denotes a piece of land that 1s grased for a
long term of years. Tt may be hill or hollow, table.
land or depression, spatse growing forest, even, or
watery marsh, where only coarse uninviung grasses
grow. It may be composed of only one individual
species, or of a combinausn of grasses, and 1t may
last but a hmited number of years or jor a long time,
although 1n 1ts strct sense the term denotes length.
ened duration.

In this country 1115 often confounded with the term
mixed grasses, although they are by no means synony-
mous terms. Nay, so different are they that 1n a
country where the fatter will fiounish, there may bie
no place for the former, unless it be 1n that form ot
grass whichis indigenous to all countries that wall sus-
tain the grazing of domesticated ammals. A mixed
meadow or pasture field may L:comie a permanent
pasture, but a permanent pasture does not necessanly
contain mixed grasses.

A permanent pasture, in the popular sense of the
tesm in Ontario, denotes the growth of a larger or
smaller number of grasses in conjunction, and for a
number of successive years, with the view of obtaining
a greater variety and regularity of pasture dunng the
season, and also a larger amount of nutriment to the
acre. This view of them imphies that sume come early

its freshness and greenness, to any other form of grass
is significant in itself, and should lead us to enquire if
it is not just possible that it will be found to be
the most profitable form of permanent pasture that the
country will sustain. It will be found particularly so
when favored with plenty of shade, or where the sur-
face is so broken that 1t cannot be easily got at with
the Iough.

The objection most frequently urged against June
geass as a pasture, is that 1t flourishes during so short
a period ot the year, and this is too true, but in th+
autumn whers it has not been pastured too closely

dunng the summer, 1t will produce a large amount of
pasture. And 1n the spring-time 1t affoeds 1 nice juicy |
bite before the other grasses have waked at ail, sv |
| that, with the exception of 1t may be orchard grassand
some forms of clover, 1t provides pasture on the whole
for a longer term than most other kinds of grass.

But we must not make 105 much of what naturc has
done for any country in providing fir 1t a flura,
Timothy 15 not an 1ndigenous grass, and yet 1t 15 one |
that, to a Lanadian farmer, is absolutely indispensable. |
The same may be said of our three leading clovers, |
the red, the large red and alsike,

dated 1tsetf to the conditions of our soil and climate
with a readiness that 15 wonderful, and has without
the shadow of a doubt, so far as we can judge, a
bright career before 1t in this land of trying winters, It
may be found in coming years that other foreign
grasses will do equally well, and after 2 ume we may
have permanent pastures contaimng a vanety of grasses
31‘ much longer duration than we can have them to-
av.
| Permanent pastures, such as Britain posseses, we

useful in forming a permanent pasture in the fulness
of their varicty, as pitted against permanent pastures
as sown at the Experimental Farm,

Now, if we are correct in our interpretation of the
repor® of 1885, and we have examined it with a good
deal of care, the Professor’s estimate for the six
months’ term of pasturage is based upon the returns
for the first two or three months, and so of the beef
test, the particdars of which were given in a bulletin
issued from the Experimental Farm last summer. For
mitk production, there is no season of the year when
any form of pasture will yield anything like a propor-
tionate amount of milk, equal to what the month of
Juae will give, We fu'ly helieve that the number
and variety of the mixed gra-ses will produce more

jmilk and of a better quality than any one form of grass

alune, a:d 50 of beel, but there comes a time in the
passing of our summers when all forms of grass for
the ume being fail if eaten very closely.

The comparative value of any form of pasture can-
not be determined with any degree of precision unless
pitted against syme other form of pisture under like
conditions. Fit ap a picce of ground by piling on

The alsike, al-|large yantities of manure and cl.aning it effectually
though the most recently introduced, has accommo- by a hoed crop. and sow with June g ass or two or

three forms of geass in comb nation such as we ordin

arily sow, and keep it for a term of years side by side
with grasses sown, as at the expsrimental farm, and
we would have a fair test. We have not the slightest
doubt that the large variety would have considerable
advantage the first and second years, from the fact
that they, owing to their number, would form a more
perfect fuod ration and to their more constant succ=s-
sion of growth thmughout the season, and for this
reason it might he well 10 sow them, but never in the

in the season, and that others come later, that whie j cannot have Just now, for we have not the grasses that  hope of their abiding with us long in the face of our

one variely has given of 1ts sweetness, another gener- | will endure the contest of vur winters, as we have al | stern winters, and forming in the true sense of the

ously provides a toothsome bite while the turmer s | ready satd.  Jun= grass neing ndigenous, and white | term permyi eat pastures.

resting, so that, whatever may be the season, there 1s | clover, will always form impo-tant facturs 10 out per- | B:fore any experiment in agriculture becomes con

always something both inviting and sausfying for the y manent pastures. Next to these come Kentucky blue | clusive it must be tiied repeatedly, and always under

herds and flocks that may graze uponat. grass, orchard grass and umothy, 1n the urder named,  the same condi.ions, so far as these can be con
Bntain has long sustained pastures of this character, | because of thewr duration. HBeyond these, we are jurulled by man, and befire its superinri'y over any

indeed, they are at once the pride and mawnstay of her | very doubttul 1ndeed. 1f we can go further at present, | wher system can be established, it must be repeated
agnculture, and the deeper her peniodstof distress, the

more 1s she disposed to find rolace i1n the relief which
they bring to herin the production of increasing quan-
tties of beef, milk, butier and cheese.
Canada ever sustain such pastures as these 7 \We have
grave doubts. In two parucutars Brtain has an over-
whelming advantage—in a greater degree of moisture
in summer, and a much higher temperature in winter.

| though 1t may be different in the tuwure.

We conclude that 1t1s not wise to v to heavy ex junder precissly the same conditions.

yalung with .hat other system fr a term of years and

Professor

' pense and sow a large number of grasses 1n the hop: | Brown has said to us. {1) That such pasture gives

| cannot endure the fight of our wiaters for inure than |
‘ one season, or two at the Jongest. We are quite aware

that 1t 1s popular to-day to say a good deal in favor of
| permanent pastures, partly because the subject ivcom-

Bur, will} of getting permanent pasture from them, when they | several crups per anpum, (2) offers an eartier and

Iater bite, (3) animals are m e healthy and less [iable
tu disease apun it, (4) it cannot prysibly b destrayed
by either drought or frost ; (5) it gives mnre daily
pruduce than any «ther kind of fodder; (6) it gives

So long as we have scorching suns in July and August | paratively speaking a new one, and partly because we | three times mure of any animil produce peracre;

to parc
so fondly the shores of Hudsons Bay and Labrador,
we can never have permanent pastures that wihi be so
abiding, or that will exactly subserve the purpose of

our pastures, and so long as the ice-bergs hug | desire that the practicability of establishing here {7) it can be used as a s iling crop every year; (8) it

Isomelhmq on the Earopean plan, shuuld be demon- s less expensice to produce ani maintain than any

strated to be feasible.
part of our

But we feel st 15 nojother crop, (9)it is a continual sou-c:
misston to advocate what is ppulac fur jand wealth, and (10) it is permanent.

of reliance
We have

those of the motherland. In making the tour of the | its own sake, but to endeavor 1o show what is attain- | luuhed at this panesyric of *he grasses first on this

eastern counties of Untario last summer, we found
whole townships where the umothy, one of the hardt-

j able n farming, and at the same time prohtatile.

{ There 1s no denying facts, and une fact well sus- |

yside and then on that, and we have viewed it through

the ieus of chaiity, and the only veedict that we can

est of our native grasses, was sn worsted 1 the con- jtained 15 better than a hundred beauwsul theunies, jarrive at as we sit in judgment upon it is the old

flict with the cold of the previous winter, that 1t was
able to maintain but a feeble growth, notwithstanding

the abundance of the gental showers of spung-time. | lar sense of the term 1n the counuies v Wentworth,  when the  earth

If, then, one,of our veteran grasses is now and then so

sadly worsted 1n the conflict with the elements of an | Perth, Uxlord and Catleton, and we have natrowly |82 od

inauspicious chimate, how shail it not tare with those
that are more tender, as1s the case with most of the
grasses usually sown here in the production of perma-
nent pastures ?

Every country where grass will grow has some form
or other of permanent pasture indigenous to 1t, and
Ontario is no exception. It we mistake not, our per-
manent pastures consist of June grassand white clover.
Nature never makes a mistake 1n the suitability of the
flora which she chooses for any country, and we do
well io recogmze this fact in all the operations of hus-
bandry and tillage.

Wheu our forests are removed, even though not a

Now, what are the facts 2 We have,

during the past { Scotch one. “Not proven.” It reminds us not a

| season, walked over permanent pastures in the pupu Jittle of sume beautiful myth of that oldes time,

{ Brant and Wclunpton, Haltun, Yurk and Oniariv,

| 1nterropated thewr owners, and with the auifvim resalc
| that afier the third winter, the only permanent grasses

jin the felds to any great extent, were June gras-, | market places of our towns and cities

ptoduced <pontan ou:ly, oni
upiversal justice prevailed among t mankind. The
profossur, in the moment of fargetfulness when
he penned that encumium, must have had in mind the
praciice of the vendors of patent medicines o1 the
To say that

| Kentucky blue grass, umothy and orchard grass, and ;such pasture gives three times more of animal produce

alsike and whante clover. Beyond these six vanctivs,

we are not prepared to go to-day, in oar recommend-

ation of grasses intended for a purely permanent pas-

ture, and of thess, June grass and white clover need

not be sown, as they are indigenous, and wal, after

a time, burrow their tovisamid the decay of the ashes

of the others, and ultimately take complete posscs-‘
sion.

We know that our talented Professor of Agn-

per acte thau any other furm of pasture is a sirong state
ment when unsupported by evidence, and to assert
that grasses are permanent in a climate where most
forms of them will not live more than three years, as
gencral experience is now demonstrating, is an un-
warrantable statement.  As yet Professor Brown has
onlv furnished us in this matter food that should
stimulate our inquiries and lead us to experiment,
He has not given us established data on which we

blade of grass be sown, after a year or two of noung 10 | culture at the Expenmental Farm, Guelph, hascan safely build the structure of our plans in reference

the producuon of weeds, like thebig boy, someumes, 1n | said and written a good deal in favor of the value of
the transiiion statehetween boyhood and manhovd, the permanent pastines n produang beef and milk, but

to the future of our pasture ficlls.
As to the varieties of grasses that we should sow to-

entire surface of the earth that 1s not covered with | with all due deference to the guud Piofessur, were [ the acce in forming permanent pastures, and the
water fot a Jong term, becomes coated wuh a thick | gard his experiments 1n this durectiun as fac frum con | quantiiies of seed, we may now say a ward  We do
mass of June grass and white clover, but more partic- | clusive. He has told us what permanent grasses will | not “.em it necessary to sow them alone, but just as
ulatly the former, the intertwining rootlets of which | do as regards the production of beef and lutter in| other grasses are sown, early in the spring of the
become so matied that every :quare foot of the soil j themselves dunng that part of the year when they j year, along with other kinds of grain; nor do we
contams seve ral pounds of them. flounish best, but two things regarding them he has | name the large quantities fixed upon by scine seedsmen
In this we have the simplest form of permanent pas- | not told us, that we would like exceedingly well to, and theory men as being the amounts mnst <uitable to
ture that we can ever have, and it 1s certainly the  know, The first is their value in producing milk and | sow. These will vary very much with snils  Those
most abiding. Uur caule place more store upun 1 | butter the entre season through, from May 1st to, most suitable for a good catch require less seed than
than it may be their owners do, and here, we may | Nov. 1st, for one year and for a successive term of ! the others.
add, Nawure makes no mustakes 1 her teachings. jyears, The second is the comparative value of June; The following are the guantities that we would fix
The very fact that our cattle prefer June grass, with | grass, or the combination of grasses that we regard as | upon as a general average per acre :



