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finth article of * Some Aspects of Life and Work in Cold Regions.”

By Tuk Rev. Freo. E. J. LLovo, Smcawaxe, P. Q.

3 ORBIDDING and mhospltable as are the
Arcuc regions generally, their almost per- '
petual snows have beéen trodden for-many
years by the feet of a band of heroic men
(and in some instances women), whose only

attraction thither-

‘Ward was the souls

of theheathen native
races 10 whom they
longed to be the

-bearérs of the sim-
ple, yet eloquent,

and saving: story. of
Of these
heroes ho one has
exhibited the virtues
of heroism in a more
striking degree than
W. C. Bompas, bish-
op, whose life and
work amongst the
various Indian tribes
of the’ Mackenzle
River- form the sub-
ject of “the present
article, His unwear-

ied- and loving pa: ;
tience and fidelity,

ceaseless toils and
apostolic zeal are
known to “all the
churches,” while to
the outsnde world
they present-a noble
and irresistible tes-
timony to the super:
fatural characters of

that power. 48 mean the Christian faith) which can
enlist in its service those of our.race in whose per-
sons and lives are found the sum of the virtues and
excellencies whlch adorn the human cha.racter.

prises a territorial extent of about 850,000 square
mlles, and lies between lat. 66°—76° and long.
100°— x41° was first-formed from:that of Rupert’s:
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In,the year xﬁﬁs the future bishop offered him-
self to the Chlirch: stswnary Socxety for work
amongst the Indians in the far North, and having
‘been accepted, he took ‘his journey with as little
delay as possible-to the scene of his future labors.
For the long period of sevénteen years, however,
ptior to that'time the Venerable Archdeacon Hun-
ter, and after him the Reverends W. W, Kirkby
| and R. Macdonald: had done good and successful
work mostly of-an iunerating character amongst
the Tukuth and Youcon tribes, as also among the
Eslgmo of the Mackenzie, which went far to pave
the way. for the more extended labors of Bishop
Bompas. About the

- space of-a year be-
fore the appointment
of ‘the Rev. W. C.
Boriipas to the Mac-
kenzie River mis-
sion, a_chief of the
Tukuth tribe died in
the faith-ot Christ,
exhorling his people
to. become Chris-
tians, This may be
said to have been
the first fruits of the
combined work of
the devoted mission-
aries before men-
tioned. Inthe yéar
1859 the Rev. W.
W. Kirkby was ap-
pointed to the per-
manent charge of
he Mackenzie River
-district, and he
chose Fort Simpson,
charmmgly situated
u.the east side of

e noble river, as
hls fixed~ place of
résidence. He fell
to work and in.a-re-
markably brief'space
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RT. REV. W. C, BOMPAS, D, D.
First Bishop of Mackedzie River. -

of time a handsome church, parsonage and school
were, erected under what dxﬁiculues may be im-
agined when we ate told that at aotimd during
their construction was Mr. Kirkby.able to procure
more than:two or three laborérs at a time. And
here this devoted servant of Christ lived, isolated
and--alone, toiling. and. praying- until Jomed by the
Rev, W. C. Bompas six years afterwards in: 1865.
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Mr, Bompas. left: England on: the-30th June in that
year,-and' travelllng by way of the United States

which time it had’ been known as. the Diocese.of I
reached’ Cumberland ‘House on the Saskatcheivan

Athabasca.



