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He therefore glances contemptuously at the young judge, and gives
his answer in slow, sullen and measured tones.

PoRT.-Of a strange nature is the suit you follcw;
Yet in such rule 1 that the Venêtian làw
Cannot impign you 1 as yon do proceed.-
Ydu 1 siand within bis danger, do you n6t 2

Autono.-Aày, so be siya.
PonTL.-Do yen confess the b6na ?
ANToNIO.-I do.
Ponrmi.-Then must the Jew be marcifiýl.

These words are delivered earnestly and tenderly, for Portia
appeals to his humanity. But the Jew is stern and unrelenting.
His self-esteem, and the certainty that the Venetian: law cannot,
impugn him, rise in fierce antagonism to that "must." Hence,
scorn and defiance are flnng into his repetition of "must?
It demands the full arbitrary emphasis, which is expressea by a
slight pause after compulsion,with full force and aprolonged down.
irard inflection on the special word. This was the reading of
Edmund Eean. Before his time, the actors gave the emphasis
to " compulsion ;" but Esan, with a juster conception of the Jew's
state ofmindintroduced the above reading; the theatrWapplauded,
-for theatrical audiences thon were able ta approciate a newread-
ing, and the crities ât once confirmed its truthfulnessa force.

SHx.oo.-On what compulsion j XasM I ? Tell me that.
There is always the tendency te recite hackneyed passages intro-

duced into cvery bock of " Selections for Reading." in the usual
backneyed declamatory form. Let the reader forget aUl such
"school " methods, conceiye all the circumstances-a gentle and
gifted woman, pleading with all the ferveur and tenderness of her
sex for the life of a fellow-creature, appealing to one whom she
yetbelieves ta be susceptible to pity,-àna the first qualification
for reading the speech on Mercy will be s4eured. Tenderness and
earnestness pervade the delivery of the flist Unes ; but; as Porfis
advances in her appeal, she is inspired with the zeal sud fantir-of n
saint, and the chords of feeling touched by a religions passion pour
forth a heavenly musie, breathing angelio strains which, in the
delivery, demana the ighest solemnity of àspect and tons, and
the deepest expression. of religious reverence..

"The quality of m6rcy Il is not strained "
(That i, it is notforced on compukion);

"It droppbth as thegentlo rhin from heáv'nj
Upon the place benbath.-It is twoice 1 bless'd;
It blesseth i= that gives j and hfim that thkes:
'Tis mightiest 1 in J the mghtiest:-it becomes
The throned monároh 1 better than hig crown;
Bis sc6ptre J shows the force 1 of temporal power,
The attribute J ta awe and majesty,
Wherein doth uit 1 the aread prend fear of kings."

The lat twalines must be read in a deeper pitch than the precea-
ing lines. A similar depth of tons should also mark the succeed-
ing lines; but the religions solemnity and fervor pervade th
expression, ana the speaker becomes more animated as sie i
inspired by lhe grandeur of the sentiment.'

méry 1 is abòe i this scóptrea sway-
It is enthr6ned in the hears of kings,
It is an attribute J of Gbd 1 himalf "

(Rad this line deeper and alower as ifoerpowered by the awful-
mens ana sanetity of the thought),

"And ehrthly powqr 1 doth thn I show likest G6d's
When uroy àsaon's jhetice.=Therefore J JTw J
Tho usticebefhy pl oonsider tis
Thai the course o fj(dice 1 noe of us
Shoul e alva&on--we do pray 1 for mercy I
And hat same prayer 1 doth teach ns J dfl J to reder
The de"de of merey.

I have followed with vxry sligbt additions the marings of Mr.

George Vandenhoff for the pauses, infloctions and emphasis of
this passage. I know of no living authority higher than that of
this accomplished elocutionist for the guidance of the student, and
the correetness of his markings will be fully supported by every
reader who carefully examines the nature of the sentiments and
understands the principles involved.

But the eloquent appeal of Portia utterly fails in moving Shy-
look, and sustaining the stern and scornfal expression which had
marked Iis first answer, he replies:

SuTLoo.-" My dedds upon imj heàd I I erave the lav,
The penalty and forfeit of my bônd."

The passages that follow have no special difficulty, saving that
Bassanio is warmed and excited in .his anxiety te save his friend,
and that excitement passes into the highest indignation in deliver-
ing the lino- 1 .

" And eurb this cruel DEvM of bis will."
The answer of Portia is given with judicial calmness. Surely

this does net betray the " pedantry " of which Hazlitt complains.
It confirms the logic of Shylock, and wild with the triumph which
this accession of legal sanction brings to his cause, ho peurs forth
his approval in a spirit of unconfrollable joy.

Sumr.oEe.-A Daniel come ta jtidgment i Yea, a Damoat,
O wise, young judge, how I do hônor thee.

The manner of the' best actors in delivering these lines is ta mark
the first lino with enthueiasm, and then in giving the second line
to bend in obsequions reverence before Portia.

PonTnx.-I pray yon, let me òoe J upoùi the bond.
SaymocE (with hnrried anxiety to please).-Here it is, most

reverend doctor, here it is.
The tone of uttèring this passage, especially " reverena doctor,"

must be marked by an excess of flattering servility. As it is net
genuine on the part of Shylock, it must from its nature and his
inflexible character be overdone, and transparent in its hypocrisy.

PoRTxA.-There's TmurCE J thy money J offered thep.
SnocE. -Au ôath, an OATI, I have an oath 1 in i aven :

Shal I-lay manJy 1 upon my sdul ?
Nb, net for Tnice.

It is quite possible to believe that Shylock was sincere in his
religions regara for his oath. Ta him thera was nothing wrong in
the pueuit of vengeance; and therefore this passage is delivered
with bande and eyes uplifted, ana with an expression of solemn
reverence, as if the speaker trembled as he contemplated so heinous
a sin as that of perjury. When Portia says:

" e mZrcifui:
Tak thriee thy money; bid me tear the bond,"

she holds the bond, in her handa and is about to tear it, when Shy-
lock arrests ber act of mercy, anain he speech that follows he
resumes rnuich of his native sternness and dignity.

BaySoE.-When it.is-paid| according to the tnour-
' It dofth appear J you are a worthy jrldge;
You kdw the ldw; yeur exposition J
Rath been mest sòu.

Let the manner now become stemner and more dignified; warm-
ing owever into passion towards.the conClusIon.

" I charge yeu by the liw,
Whereofyou ire a well-deservingpillir,

(igoby )b
PROCOED To .TUD«ENUT. 1y my seul l Imsw r 1
There is ne power J in the tongue of man
To altar mà. I stayhere 1 on my bòndl

The delivery of this oath must be slow and deliberate, marked
by the fierce resolution which betrays the hatrea tha prompts it,
-et controllea.se as to-supprese violence or mant. It is the skilfnl
management of the oniflcting passions involved thatlinishes


