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He therefore glances contemptuously at the young judge, and gives
his answerin slow, sullen and measured tones.
Por7Ia.—Of 8 strange nature is the suit you folldw ;
Yot in such rule | that the Penétian low
Caunot imptign you | as you do proceed.—
Yéu | stand within his danger, do you nét?
Axrow1o.—Ay, o ho sdys,
Pontia.~Do you confess the hénd ?
Anronto.—I do. )
_ Porria.—Then must the Jew bo méreifil,

These words are delivered earnestly and tenderly, for Porlia
sppeals to his humanity. But the Jew is stern and unrelenting.
His solf-esteem, and the certainty that the Venetian' law cannot,
impugn him, rise in ferce antagonism to that “must.” Hence,
scorn and defiance are flung into his repetition of ‘must”
It demands the full arbitrary emphasis, which is expressed by &
slight pange after compulsion, with full force and a prolonged down-
wardinflection on the specisl word. 'This was {he readind of
Edmund Kean. Before his time, the actors gave the emphasis
{0 “compulsion ;" but Kean, with a juster conception of the Jew's
atate of mind, introduced the above reading ; the theatrd applanded,
—for theatrical andiences then were able to appreciate a newread-
ing, and the critics at once confirmed its tmthfulneg}sn& force.

SHYLOCK.—On what compulsion | Mdst I? Tell me thdt. -

There is always the tendency fo recite hackneyed passages intro-
duced into every book of ¢ Selections for Reading.” in the usmal
hackneyed declamatory form. Let the reader forget all such
“*school ” methods, conceive all the circunmstances—a gentle and
gifted woman, pleading with all the fervour and tenderness of her
sex for the lifs of & fellow-creaiure, appealing to one whom she
yet believes to be susceptible to pity,—and the first qualification
for reading the speech on Mercy will be sécured. Tenderness and
earnesiness pervade the delivery of the first lines; bul, as Portia
advances in her appeal, she is inspired with the zeal and {aithof a
saint, and the chords of feeling touched by a religious passion pour
forth a heavenly musio, breathing angelio strains which, in the
delivery, demand the highest solemnity of dspect and fone, and
the deepest expression. of religious reirereqce. .

S
¢ The quality of mércy |} is not strained”
T}uz‘.‘.1 i3, i’:‘,ys's not forc!’!d on compulsion);
*+ 1t droppeth | as the gentlo xiin from heﬁv’n&
Upon the place bendath.—It is twice | bless'd ;
It blesseth hira that gives | and him that takes :
"Tis mfghtiest | in | the mightiest :—it becomes
The throned mondrch | better than his crdwn;
His sedptre | shows the force | of temporal power,
The atizibute | to awe and majesty,
‘Wherein doth sit | tlie dread proud fear of kings.”
The last twalines must be read in a deeper pitck than the preced-
ing lines. A. similar depth of toue shonld also mark the succeed-
ing lines; but the religious solemnity and ferver pervade the
expression, and the speaker becomes more animated as ghe is
inspired by the grandeur of the sentiment."
«“Baé mérch 8 abdve | this sedptrad sway—
It is enthréned in the &dards of kings,
It is an attribiite | of GO3 | himadlf ™
{Bead this line deeper and slower asifoverpowered by the awfual-
ness and sanclity of the thought), = - .

¢« And edrihly power | doth &hin | show Ikest Gdd's
‘When meroy séason’s jhstice,=Therefore | Jéw |
Though justice be thy plés | oonsider this |
in the course of jiislice | none of us
Should see salvdtion—we do priy | for mérey |
And that same prayer | doth teach us | 4 | to render
The deéds of merey.”

1 have followed with vary slight additions the maarkings of Mr.

)

Coorge Vandenhoff for tho pauses, inflections and emphasis of
this passage. X know of no living aunthority higher than that of

| this accomplished elocutionist for tho guidance of the student, and

the correotness of his markings will be fully supported by every
reader who carefally oxamines the nature of the sentiments and
understands the principles involved.

But the eloquent appeal of Portia utlerly fails in moving Shy-
Jock, and sustaining the stern and scornful expression which had
marked his first answer, he replies :

SuyYLocR.—* Aly dedds upon my hedd! I orave the ldtw,

The penalty and forfeit of my bond.™ )

The passages that follow have no special diffioulty, saving that
Bassanio is warmed and excited in .his anxiety to save his friend,
and that oxoitement passes into the highest indignation in deliver-
i.ug the line— -

 And ourb this cruel pEVIL | of his will.”

The answer of Portia is giver with judicial calmuess. Surely
this does not betray the “pedantry” of which Hazlit} complains.
1t confirms the logic of Shylock, and wild with the irfumph which
this accession of legal sanction brings to his cause, he pours forth
his approval in a spirit of unconfrollable joy.

Savroox.—A. Daniel come to jadgment! Yes, a Daxter,
O wise, young judge, how I do hdnor thee.

The manner of the best actors in delivering these lines is to mark
the first line with enthusiasm, and then in giving the second line
to bend in obsequious reverence before Portia.

Porria.—I pray you, let me %ok | upod the bond.
Smyrock (with hurried anxiety to please).—Here it is, most
~ reverend dootor, here it is. i

The tone of uttéring this passsge, especially * reverend dootor,”
maust be marked by an excess of flattering servility. Asitis not
genuine on the part of Shylock, it must from its nature and his
inflexible character be overdone, and transparent in its hypocrisy.

Porr1A.—Thers’s THRICE | thy money | offered thee.
SHYLOCE.—An dath, an oATH, I have an oath | ir héaven :
Shall Tlay PERJOURY | upon my séul ?
Nd, not for Penice.

% is quite possible to belisve that Shylock was sincere in his
religious regard for his cath. To him there was nothing wrong in
the pusuit of vengeance ; and therefore this passage is delivered
with hands and eyes uplifted, and with an expression of solemn
reverence, ag if the speaker tramblod as he conteraplated so heinous
a sin as that of perjury. "When Portia says: :

“Be mérciful :
Take thrica thy money; bid me tedr the bond,”
she holds the bond in her hands and is about to tear it, when Shy-
lock arrests her act of mercy, andin fho speoch that follows he
resumes much of his native sternness and dignity.
Ba¥Look.—When it.is paid | according to the ténour—
" Tt doth appear | you are a worthy jidge; -«
You Endw the ldw; your exposition |
Hath been most sdund. )

Laet the manner now become sterner and more dignified; warm-
ing however into passion towards.the conclusion.

" ¢ X charge you by the law,
Whereof you are & well-deserving pilldr,
L . (slightly obseg}dom )
Procxep 10 JupanenT. . By my soul | I swéar |
There is no power | in the tongae of mdn
To altér md. I siay here | on my bond.’

The delivery of this oath must be slow and deliberate, marked
by the fierce resolution which belrays the hatred thai prompis it,
et controlled 5o a8 fo-suppress viclence or xant. - Ii is the skilfal

maosgement of the conflicting passions involved that-distinguishes
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