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change of weather or of wind that may probably
affect the growing crop, is carefully noted down
and transmitted with lightning speed, and eager-
ly received and read in the most remote parts of
Canada! 'T'here is, in fact, no other subject
that excites such general interest. ¢ The
State of the Funds”—* French Revolutions”—
% Louis Nopoleon.” “Denmark ard the Duch-
ies”-—<«Papal Aggressions,” and all must give
way to the grand anxiety to learn the ¢« Pros-
pects of the Harvest !”

This fact shows very forcibly the great im-
portance of Agriculture ; but it will show it in a
still stronger light when we consider that Great
Britain is comparativel-y unfavourably situated
for agriculture, in soil, climate and other circum-
stances: and being besides a maritime, commer-
cial and manufacturing country, it would be easy
to imagine that she would dispense with being
also an agricultural country, and would depend
upon receiving the most of her breadstuffs from
other countries, which buy her fabries, and which
are more favourably situated for agricuiture than
herself.  But the number, industry, and. necessi-
ties of her people compel her to be an agricultu-
ral counigy also. She dare not depend upon
other countries for her bread, or the greater part
ofit; still she cannot produce enough for her
own consumption, and a considerable portion
must annually be procured from other countries;
and the question which causes such great interest
m the success of the grain crop of the British
Islands, is with them, how much bread they will
have to buy; with us and the people of other
countries it is, how much we shall have to sell.

This great and general interest manifested in
the progress of the British grain crop might lead
us to suppose that Britain was the foremost, or
af least one of the foremost agricultural coun-
triesin the world. This, however, I believe is
not the case. I believe that agriculture in
many parts of the Continent of Lurope, has long
been in a more flourishing condition than it has
yetarrived at in Britain, I believe, also, that
the eminent scholars who have most successful-
ly turned their attention to making scivnce in-
strumental in the improvement of agriculture
were Europeans of the Continent. Still Bri-
lain has attained great improvement of late years,
and particularly since the commencement of the
present century. She is sufficiently advanced
to be a good schaol for Canadians to study in,

-and it is not of much consequence to us whether
or ot there are other countries of Europe more
advanced in the art than Great Britain, for it is
chiefly to her that we must naturally look for in-
struction and improvement in these respeets.

It is, however, difficult to learn agriculture by
theery alone ; and itis difficult and very unsafe
to apply the theory or practice of any one coun-

try to another country or scction, totally differ-
ent in climate, soil, -anl other circumstances.
This difficulty has been the cause of much evil,
and it is one of the principal causes of retarding
the progress and advancement of the art. In
connexion with this part of the subject it may
be remarked that, though much good has result-
ed from the various agricultural periodicals which
have of late years been so liberally circulated,
both in this Province and in the neighbouring
States, yet the good has been mixed with some
evil, which has given the opponents of ¢ Book
Farming,” as they style it, some reason for their
opposition. Some specious theory is promul-
gated, apparently well authenticated and proved
by ample experients; and perhaps well adapted
to the place, soil, and circumstances which origi-
nated it; but which taken as a general rule,
and put in practice in a different soil and climate,
proves a ruinous failure!  And even in the same
place, and under similar circumst. nces, schemes
and systems which are applauded to day, may in
six months time be exploded and econdemned, and
some new theory, directly opposite, recommend-
ed by the same publication; so that the farmer
who depends on an agricultural paper as his sole
guide, will have to change each system he adopts
before he has time to test its merits!  This evil
should not be attributed altogether to the publi-
cations themselves—though they must not be
considercd entirely blameless, but 1o the want of
judgment and care in the agricultural reader. If
a farmer in the backwoods of Canada, reads an
account of a great crop of corn being grown on
the warm sandy plains of Indiuna, he should not
thereupon plough up and plant with corn, fifteen
or twenty acres.of his heavy clay land, whichin
many respects is quite unfit for corn, would yet
in all provability produce a good crop of wheat
orpeas. Or if he reads that some body has 40
bushels of wheat to the acre, which was sown on
the first of October, he should not, on that ac-
count, wait a month to sow his wheat, if he is
otherwise prepared tosow it on the first of Sep-
tember.

These publications, though generally very use-
fui and interesting, should be used with much
caution and judgment, or they will do more harm
than good.

In taking Britain as our best school for agri-
cultural improvement, it should be carefully kept
in mind in what respects the two couatries
assimilate to each other in soil, climate, and other
circumstances relating to agriculture; and in
what respects they difier. It will be found-that
though differing widely in many respects, yet
there are some circumstances in which they are,
similarly situated. Although lying geographical-
ly ten degrees further notth than Upper Canada,
the winters are not so severe as ours, but they



