CHAP. XII. SECT: IV. George Shelcocke. 511

Next day, being as willing to get rid of them, as they were
to get back their own ship, I took every thing out of the
Conception that could be of use to us, sufficient for twelve
months provisions of bread, flour, sugar, and sweetmests,
both for ourselves and the Success, which we expected to
meet with at the Tres Marias. I took also away her launch
and negroes, the latter to assist us in working our ship, not
having sufficient strength to manage her iz the long ran be-
fore us of 175 degrees. I then delivered up the Conception
to Espina and the rest, aiter being three days in our posses-
sion: which was not eniy an act of genercsiiy to our pri~
sorers, but an ac: of prudence with regard to curseives,
The next great point to be managed, Was te get our people
to consent to sail so far north as Californiz, previous to our
intended voyage to the East Indies, for which we werz not
in so good a condition as we could wish, though much better
than before, and even then we had any reason to have ex-
pected, every thing considered. We had a good ship, with
fifteen guns and sufficient ammunition, together with a rea-
sonable quantity of provisions; but we still wanted to com~
plete our wood and water for so long a voyage, the procus
ring of which was necessarily our first care. The ship’s com~"
pany were for going to Quibo for this purpose, as nearest
us, but that place was attended by two important inconve-
niences. The first was the danger of the road, asthe stormy
season was coming on, and we were but indifferently provi-
ded with ground tackle, which must expose us to many dan-
gers. The second was, that Quibo was but at a small dis.
tance from Panama, and we had reason to fear the Spaniards
might send a ship of war from thence in search of us; as
we had now no hopes that peace had taken place, and had
consequently laid aside all thoughts of surrendering. On
these considerations, we plied up to the island of Cano,
where we soon did our business, having a good boat.

On our passage to that island, the sweetmeats of all kinds
were divided among our messes; and one day = man com-
plained that he had got a box of marmalade into which his
kuife could not penetrate, and desired therefore to have it

changed. On opening it, I found it to contain s cake of
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Betagh charges Shelvocke on this occasion, with the concralment of
. considerable treasure, taken in the Conception, of whi
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will be given ot the conclusion of the vovaze—E,
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