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==Free Board on Military
Pretence. 1

Fromm Our Own Correspondent.
Ottawa, June 19.—t was a very sorry
exhibition which the postmaster-general
made on Friday in moving the second read-
ing of the Redistribution bill. Members
of the house had not anticipated a dis-
cussion on the measure that day, and
there had been the usual week-end exodus
of the Ontario and Quebec members be-
fore it was known that the second read-
ing would be moved. The Premier inti-
mated to the house that the reason why
the matter was brought up that day was
because Mr. Mulock, who has charge of the
bill, would be .absent from the Capital the
following week on account of the marriage
of his daughter, an event which Toronto
society has been in a flutter over for some
days. It may be remembered that Sir
Wilfrid originally introduced the bill, and
it would have been better for the reputa-
tion of the postmaster-general had he al-
lowed the measure to stand over until this
week, so that the Premier could have
acted for him again. Mr. Mulock is a hard-
working minister, and so far as his in-
stincts lead him he is endeavoring to run
his department on economical lines. But
in the house he ‘has always been known
as of an .arrogant and domineering disposi-
tion. Even in opposition he often showed
a tendency to bad temper, and not infre-
quently crossed swords with Mr. Speaker.
~It will readily be seen that there is a vast
difference between a member of the oppo-
sition, who has not responsibilities beyond
those which might be expected from any-
gentleman, and@ a minister of the crown,
who is fully responsible to parliament
and to the people. A minister in charge
of a public measure is expected to give
full information to the house, so that par-
liament may be fully cognizant of the
principles underlying it, and thus be able
to arrive at a right conclusion. It is be-
cause Mr. Mulock do often fails to realize
that it pays better to be courteous than
impertinent that he has so many bad quar-
“ters of an hour in parliament. Mr. Mulock
is a man in the prime of life and has
arrived at that age when he should long
ere this have realized the truth of the
old adage, that it is easier to catch flies
with sugar than with vinegar. Contrast
his attitude in parliament with that of
the solicitor-general, a lawyer, like himself,
Mr. Fitzpatrick assumes an air of candor
with the house in connection with any
measure that he may have in charge,
which is most refreshing. The opposition
see through it, and smile quietly at Fitz’s
method, but invariably the solicitor-general
comes through his parliamentary ordeals
with flying colors. Undoubtedly he would
have been given charge of the Redistribu-
tion bill were it not for the fact that the
measure deals almost exclusively with the
province of Ontario. It would have been
better for the government, even if they
had set Mr. Mulock aside and have placed
the bHI in some other mirister's charge.
Almost the first thing Mr. Mulock had
to do on Friday was to admit the sound-
ness of the contention put forward by the
opposition on the first reading, namely,
that the conferring of three members upon
Kent county, with its population of 50,000
and adding 40,000 of population to the city
of Toronto, making an electoral consti-

for the expenditure upon these schools.
THis led Col. Prior to remark that a change
in the regulations governing admission to
the schools was absolutely necessary, as
under the present system abuses crept in,
It is known that in Ontario, and Quebec
especially, young men out of work join
some militia battalion and then apply to
be sent to a military school, so that for
three months they get foed, lodging and in-
struction free at the expense of the coun-
try. The chances are that when their
period of training is over they do not
remain much longer in the force. Dr.
Borden admitted that an abuse existed,
and promised to have it remedies if pos-
sible,

The post office department is adopting
new regulations which w'll doubtless com-
mend themselves to the public, By the
bill now before parliament it is provided
that in consideration of a small fee added
to the registration fee the department
will become responsible to the extent of
$25 for lost registered matter. Heretofore
the registration fee has not carried with
it any guarantee of safety from loss, the
only advantage in registering a letter being
that the post office A~~~~+ment would keep
a sharp eye upon such letter when in tran-
sit through the mails. The department
also proposes to adopt the “late fee” prin-
ciple which has been in vogue in England
for some years, so that persons by placing
an extra stamp upon a letter may know
that it will be sent at the very last moment
that it is possible to catch either the out-
going mail train or steamer,

- R ‘
AMERCAN INTERESTS HERE.

Consul Smith On His Countrymen’s Part
in Development of British Co-
lumbia. :

The latest report from U. S. Consul Abra-
ham E. Smith deals with mining and trade
in British Columbia and American inter-
ests therein, as follows:

‘“The development of the mineral re-
sources of Vancouver Island,” says the
consul, ‘“have been pushed during the past
year with more energy than heretofore,
largely by United States capital. A move-
ment is on foot for the Provincial Govern-
ment to establish a telegraph line along the
west coast of the island from Alberni to
Clayoquot and Uclulet Sounds, a distance of
300 miles, connecting with Naniamo and
Victoria and the whole telegrapn system.
““A ‘minety-mine-year lease on the Copper
Island group of mines on Barclay Sound,
containing seven claims, and a similar
lease on the Trilby and Lucky Lamp
groups on Rivers Inlet, have been secured
by American citizens. It is the reported
intention to establish blast furnaces, steel
mills, and tinplate works near Port An-
geles. A large percentage of the tinplate
manufactured in the United States comes to
the Pacific coast for the fruit and salmon
canneries, but the supply is not equal to
the demand, a large quantity being received
from Great Britain.

“An American eompany is also largely in-
tegested in Clayoquot Sound, where cop-
per and and iron have been developed; also
small quantities of gold and silver. Much
of the ore is shipped to Tacoma, while
some is purchased in Victoria and shipped
around the horn to Swansea, Wales. An
important mine owned by American capi-
tal has developed on Barclay Sound, near
Alberni, from which, several shipments
have been made to Tacoma.

“The Victoria Lumber and Manufactur-

tuency of 200,000 for four members, was
a gross outrage upon the capital city of
the premier province. It was shown by
the opposition that a section of Ontario,
which is Gritty by instinct, with a popula-
tion about equal to that of Toronto, would
return ten Liberal members. The Conser-
vatives ‘pressed this argument with such
force that it evidently had its effect with
the government, Mr. Mulock announcing
that it was intended to give Toronto an
extra member. making five, while Kent
county would be restricted to two.

The strong point in the opposition con-
tention ‘is the constitutionxl one, and now
that the government has decided to remove
the injustice in so far as the representa-
tion of Toronto is concerned, it is expected
that the opposition will concentrate upon
the constitutional aspect of the question.
They maintain that the government is
out -of court in bringing down a redistri-
bution bill at this time, the B.N.A. act
providing ‘that a redistribution can only
tuke place after the decennial census.
Even -supposing parliament passes this bill
it is expected that steps will be taken
1o test ‘the constitutionality of the act
in eourt.

The ‘minisers begin to realize now that

mikes all the dMference whose ox is

Zored. When they were in opposition what.
delightful ‘times they used to have in com-
mittee of -gupply. They would obstruct for
Ubstruction’s sake and keep a minister on
he tenter ‘hooks for two or three days
before they would permit his estimates
1o pass. 'Now the boot is on the other
foot, and some of the Liberals realize
it. Take ‘Sir Louls Davies, for instance.
What “fun” ‘he used to have as a leading
iember of the opposition! During the
Vist few days the house has been in supply

the supplementary estimates for the
ne and ‘fisheries department. George
vior, the ‘Conservative whip, has been
ing “into the accounts for supplies to
government steamers, and has un-

“irthed some extraordinary things. The
“fourteen :prices for printing”’ which used
10" be alleged against a Conservative print-
‘g house in the old days, are not to be
'nentioned in the game category with some
of the ¢harges ‘which the government has
paid in counection with its steamers upon
the Gulf and the Atlantic Coast. Bread
Al twenty cents a loaf and condensed milk
at $10 a case are .gome of the items which
Were quoted to the “house by Mr.  Taylor.
One can understang the outrageous char-
icter of these prices when it is pointed
"ut that eondensed milk, which is made
~' Truro, N. S.. .was delivered.at Van-

viver for the Yukon military contingent

A1 $5.50 per case, and vet in Quebec nearly
double was paid.  Sir Louis was asked for
“Xplanations, and he simply could not
€¥plain,

Then against, the .opposition unearthed
# standal in conmection with the construc-
tion of a crib in the ‘St. Lawrence below
Wuebee, to gerve a8 A landuark and beacon
for vesgels coming up the St. Lawrence.

Mr. Bobell’s foreman 1s constructing the
‘“Tib by day labor., purchasing the supplieg
limself, without tender, and recetving re-
Muneration at the rate of $4 per day.
The opposition took oceasion to quote the
vld professions of the Liberals in regard
1o carrying out public works, and for five
°r six hourg thev had horh the minfster
“ marine and Mr. Dobell on the grid.
(“’“m: the dinner hour recess a prominent
Onservative member, meeting the minister
°f marine in the lobby, said to himg refer-
'”"L’ {to the heckling which Sir Louis had
""“n unflergoing:
.;‘}'Pll. Davies, how do you like it?”
Fop heaven's sake,” replied the minister,

ing Company, composed atmost wholly of
United States capitalists, has the most ex-
tensive mills in the province, located at
Chemanius on the east coast of Vancouver
Island, 52 miles north of Victoria, on the
line of the Island railroad. This company
has over 150,000 acres of woodland, and
100,000 acres have not yet been touched.
The -capital is .$750,000, 90 per cemt of
which is American. The mills were con-
structed skx years ago, bur have not been
in full operation more than three years.
In the mills are employed 160 men and 60
additional men are given constant employ-
ment on the adjacent grounds and for load-
ing ships.”

The lumber trade of British Columbia for
1898 is reported as small. Of thetotal,
$606.001, $176,303 went to Australia, none
of it coming to this country, although $17,-
500 was shipped to South American points.
The salmon catch also shows a falling off
as compared with the last three years. It
was 539,468 cases, as against 1,024,371 for
1897, 601,570 for 1896, and 566,395 for 1895.
Consul Smith ecalls attention to the re-
markable quality of halibut in the Alaskan
coast waters. He says:

“The number of halibut in Alaskan wa-
ters is one of the most remarkable things
on the coast It is no uncommon thing for
a littte steamer to come into port with an
immense eargo caught in a few hours.
Last month an American steamer passed
this point on her way to Tacoma with 133,-
)0 pounds of halibut caught off Hackett
Narrows on the Alaskan coast in three and
a half days by 18 men with hooks and lines,
using mine dories. This cargo, worth at
the lowest estimate 3 cents per pound, foots
up $3,960. They report that the water
seems almost alive with halibut.”

Attention is also directed to the unusual
activity at the British naval station of Es-
quimalt, three miles west of Victoria. A
number ©f buildings and other improve-
ments are under construction. The report
says:

““A storehouse of .great capacity is also
nearing eompletion. The admiralty is con-
structing a wall 12 feet in height from the
eatrance to the naval dockyard across to
the water, completely enclosing the point.
If the opinions of :military men are to be
relied upon, the force will be steadily aug-
mented until the station assumes the pro-
portiens of a great maval depot, with large
supplies of munitions of war. In addition
te the engineers and garrison, it is expect-
ed that a battalion of ‘infantry will in two
or three years be stationed here. Quick-
firing batteries are now in course of con-
struction on three sides of the harbor,
which will be ‘mounted .as soon as the
guns arrive.”

Want Better Rates.—An important
meeting of the Wholesale Grocers’ Asso-
ciation was held at the Board of Trade
rooms on Saturday evening, Victoria and
Vancouver members being present. ;\Ir.
Allan Cameron, assistant general freight
agent of the C. P. R.. was also in at-
tendanee, in fact it was to’ give the
grocers an opportunity to have a 't:‘ﬂk
with him that the meeting was held. The
grocers complain that the freight rates at
present in foree give the merchants of
Winnipeg an advantage over the Coast
merchants in certain sections of the In-
terior, particularly East Kootenay. It
was pointed out by Mr. Cameron that
a news tariff would come into effect on
July 1. but even this. the grocers hold.
gives their rivals of the Prairie City an
advantage.° The meeting was a pro-

Politics=-The Govern-
ments Policy.

By Associated Press.

Paris, June 24.—Not for a long period
has a French ministry been greeted with
such signs of unanimous hostility, J udg-
ing from the tone of the papers of all
shades, the cabinet can scarcely live a
single day. It is rumored that parlia-
ment will be prorogued in a few days, to
enable the government to carry out its
programme unhampered. No doubt the
cause of hostility is the-presence of Gen.
de Gallifet, but when the paroxysm of
anger has exhausted itself, it is not un-
likely that a ' revolution of feeling will
occur, and that the government will get
2 good majority in the chamber of depu-
ties.

At the instance of the minister of war,
the ministry have decided upon the trans-
fer of a number of superior officers of
the army for indulging in manifestations
unbecoming a soldier.

. The Journal publishes the report of an
interview with the Marquis de Gallifet,
in which he is quoted as saying that be
does not intend to proceed against Gen.
Zurlinden, Gen. Gonz or Gen, Pellieux,
and is convinced that none of his col.
leagues in the ministry contemplate rig-
orfous measures which would- resemble
persecution. In his letter to M. Wal-
deck-Rousseau, accepting the war port-
folie, he says he would protect and
defend the army, while strictly holding
it to its duty, and adds: “1I know no
officer who has been more abused than
I have. I have never indulged in press
politics, and I think I have a right to
mpose the same attitude upon my subor-
dicates. I can answer insults with the
sword."

The minister of war has sent a circular
to the generals as follows: * My Dear
General,—I have been- forced, to my
great regret, to leave my retreat and
assume under the eyes of the country
and government of the Republie, respon-
sibility for the army, I am greatly
honored and in no wise frightened, and
I beg you not to forget that I am respon-
sible also for the chiefs of the army, the
same as they are responsible to me for
all that occurs with their commands.
I count, therefore, on you as you may
count on me. (Signed), De Gallifet.”
Mrs. Emily Crawford, the correspond-
ent of the Daily News, wires to that
paper: ‘It is not safe to predict meas-
ures expected from the new cabinet,
which will be just enough to make the
government hand felt. The name Gen.
de Gallifet won for himself in 1871 will
compel the government to be an anodyne,
Moreover, M. Loubet hates compulsory °
treatment. The officers to be moved
are Gen. Hartschmidt, general of the
18th division of the Ninth army corps
(stationed at Algiers), Col. Saxe, Col.
Convertin and Col. Rigolet. It is re-
ported that Lieut-Col. Picquart will soon
be restored to the active list.”

The cabinet has sent a circular to the
prefects, saying the new ministry has
been formed te deal with the public, and
that it puts aside all partizan feeling,
which exampie it is pointed out should
be followed by the prefects. The latter
are urged to promptly inform the gov-
ernment of all acts affecting respect for
established institutions and public order,
and to be ready in case of need to act
promptly on their own responsibility.
The prefects are also warned to let by-
gones be bygomes, and to perform their
duties with the utmost precision.

The Radicals have decided to support
the government, provided it defends the
Republic. - When this decision was
made known, M. Charles Camile Pelle-
tan, deputy for Aix, and a few others
withdrew from the group.

The Temps says: “The comgsition of
the cabinet may appear extraordinary on
the face of the material tranquility ex-
isting, but “unhappily moral tranquility
does not prevail in the same degree.
The cabinet will shortly prorogue parlia-
ment and take upon itself alone the
solution of the Dreyfus affair. Within
the limits of its power the government
might do some useful work by defending
the army against the imprudent language
of its representatives, and against the
attacks of its enemies, and by protect-
ing the Dreyfus court-martial against
the menaces of some.”

It is announced that the Dreyfus trial
will be absolutely public.

Former President Casimir-Perier, with
Gen. Mercier, who was minister of war
when Dreyfus was condemned, and
many other prominent men hedve taken
apartments at Rennes.

JIM ROBINSON’S ESCAPADE.

Chimpanzee Who Rides Horses Had a
Little Picnic of His Own.

Jim Robinson is the name of a monkey
with Norris Bros.’ big trained animal
show. He was given his name in honor
of the greatest equestrian of any age.
Jim is a eolossal chimpanzee, who has
been taught to ride with all the ease and
dexterity, if not graee, of his illustrious
namesake, He dances, turns somer-
saults backward and forward, leaps
through hoops and performs other eques-
trian feats more or less hazardous.

James is eonfined in a nice eage, with
steel trimmings, when through with his
part of the programme, and is an adept
in the art of separating the small boy
fromn the peanuts, always in evidence at
tented exhibitions. )

After the performance last night
James, tired of the monotony of his cage,
slipped the bolt that held him prisoner,
and opened the door to liberty. His
next move was to go to the horse tent,
mount the beautiful little snow-white
Shetland pony called “ Snowflake,” and
ride away.

This was disgovered at 6 o’clock this
morning. = It was first supposed that the
valuable “monk” and pony had been
stolen, and the poliee were notified.

A general search was made by the en-
tire force of employees who were abont
the tent at that hour.

The Lilliputian elephant trainer known
by the name of “ Shrimp,” mounted one
of the ponies and started out Clay street
at a hot pace, and presently came across
the pony “ Snowflake” hitched in front
of a fine dwelling house. Looking on
the verandah, he saw Jim Robinson sit-
ting in an easy chair smoking a cigarette
with a newspaper in his hand.

Jim chattered away at a lively rate,
and seemed to enjoy the sensation his
littie escapade made immensely.—Ex-

tracted one.

change,

which actually placed her life in danger
In conneetion” with ™ her own unskiliful
practice. 1In the light of the new devel-
opments, the officialg of . the prosecuting
attorney’s office are Inclined to believe
that Miss Jones did not go to Tacoma, but
that Seattle was the scene of the action
which ended in her death.

At the Inguest yesterday morning Dr,
Bories testified that the first time he
saw Miss Jones was-when she went to ‘his
office Monday afternoon about 5 o’clock,
and complained of pain§, for which he
prescribed morphia. ' ‘The next miorning she
told him the truth, and he took her to Mrs.
Bradbury's house on Thirty-First avenue,
where ghe died Thursday morning of
hemorrhage, e

If this operation was performed in Ta-
coma it took place between last Sunday
night at 9 o'clock and the middle of Mon-
day afternoon following. Taking into coh-
sideration the things Miss Jones is sald to
have done in Tacoma in the way of apply-
Ing to different physicians before she found
one who helped her, the officlals doubt
seriously that she left Seattle,

r. Marion Marsh, of this city, says
that Miss es was the picture of health
Saturday ening last at 7 o’clock, when
she came to her and asked her to render
assistance, which was refused. This came
out at the inquest, but there remained
Saturday, all of Sunday and a great part
of Monday for her to go to Tacoma.

Dr. M. F. Terry, who has an office on
Pike street, furnishes the missing link by
stating positively that Miss Jones called
on him at 9 o’clock Sunday night, and in
a matter of fact way asked him to do the

same thing as Dr. Marsh had refused.

Dr. Terry positively identified the body

at Bonney & Stewart’s undertaking rooms
Yesterday afternoon. He says that Miss
Jones told him that she had taken medi-
cines, but that they had failed to Accom-
plish the purpose. = At that time she was
apparently in perfect health, and from her
statement the doctor had no reason tq think
an operation had been attempted.
The woman died without making a state-
ment, so far as known, as to the identity
of the physician or the person responsible
for her condition. She made the significant
remark to Dr. Marsh that she was not
;nnrried, and ‘‘we have not talked about
[ T

Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Fulton be-
lieves that the man in the case came to
Seattle with Miss Jones, and that it was
he whom Dr. Marsh saw in earnest con-
versation with Miss Jones in front of Lee’s
drug store about 7 o’clock Monday evening.
Mr. Fulton hopes that the police will follow
up this clue by tracing Miss Jones’ life in
Victoria,
There had been some doubt as to whether
‘‘Miss Jones”’ was the correct name of the
dead woman. Apparently it was. A young
ladvi who did not give her name identified
the body at Bonney & Stewart’s Thursday
night as a young woman she had kngwn
in Victoria, ~ She said she went by the
name of Flora Jones there, and that her
mother died a Jlong time ago and her father
recently.

It was decided by the coroner’s jury that
Miss Jones was about 30 years old.
Unless all signs fail, she was not a work-
ing girl. Her appearance indicated gentle
raising. Her hands were delicately formed.
and on one finger wore a peculiar diamond
ring. Her purse, in which was about $6,
contained a return ticket to Victoria.
It was decided by the coroner’s jury that
Miss Jones came to her death June 22 by
a criminal operation performed by some
person unknown to the jury and aggravated
by her own efforts to complete the work, by
neglect of treatment and care.

Hoodoo on New
Cup Defender.

Series of Mishaps to the Colum-
bia End on Her Going
Ashore.

Drifted While in Tow from Buil-
der’s Docks---Mud Saves
From Damage.

By Associated Press.

Bristol, R.I., June 24.—During an at-
tempt to warp the cup defender Columbia
out from the wharf to an anchorage in
the bay to-day, the yacht went aground
and stuck fast in the mud. A tug’s
effort to move the Columbia was unsuec-
cessful. With the rising tide and just
after a heavy thunderstorm at. 6:35
o’clock this evening the cup defender
floated unassisted, and was towed to a
safe anchorage for the night, further out
into the stream.

The grounding of the Columbia was
an unfortunate happening to the new
craft, on this, the day finally decided on
for her initial trip. Day after day, for
a1 week past, something has delayed the
Columbia from being taken to Newport

“to have her first try out against the De-

fender, and after all the efforts to get a
start bright and early to-day came to
naught. :
The Columbia was being warped into
the channel from the Herreshoffs’ docks
by means of a tow line. A stern line
was not out and to this fact may, in a
measure be attributed the mishap, for
a heavy southerly wind was blowing at
the time and this wind swung the steam-
er out of the channel and the craft
brought up on what was supposed to be
a mud bank. It is now quite certain that
she struck a ledge, but the force of the
blow was diminished and serious dam-
age entirely prevented by the mud. She
went on at a receding three-quarters
tide and after several attempts to start
her had failed it was decided to wait for
thef next flood tide in the evening. She
came off earlier than was anticipated and
the rising water simply lifted ‘her and
the lines on her brought the craft into
the channel, out of harm’s way.

It is certain that the Columbia will
be towed to Newport the first thing in
the morning,

Makes the wagon pull easier,
helps the team. Saves wear
and expense. Sold
everywhere.

Against the Gov-
ernment.

Special to,the Coloni

Atlin, June 10.—A mass meeting of
citizens was called this afternoon, and
a dense mass of people congregated in
front of the ljg__rthem hotel platform.
The chair was occupied by Rey. Mr.
Pringle, and a number of speeches were
made urging the necessity of taking the
strongest possible measures of impress-
ing the government with a due sense of
the mischief that is  being wrought
through its delinquencies in this district.
There was unanimous approval of the
following resolutiok}

“That the Hon. the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor be informed of the serious hind-
rance to the development of the resources
of the Atlin Lake mining district and of
the injuries, hardships and delays oc-
casioned to the free miners, business
men and other resideuts of the districts
arising from the wholesale jumping of
placer claims and the granting of re-
cords therefor (to jumpers) without the
validity of prior stakings and recordings
being settled and disposed of at the time
of making such subsequent record; and
further, that the acceptance by the min-
ing recorder of all applications to re-
cord claims gives full and ample oppor-
tunity for such wholesale jumping wheth-
er claims are being actually worked or
not, and results in the tying up and
stoppage of work upon any claim in
the district, including the most valuable
thereof, without valid cause or reason
whatever, thereby throwing out of em-
ployment and causing serious loss, dam-
age and injury to large numbers of free
miners and workmen, tying up for a
long time miles of placer mining ground
and seriously retarding and preventing
the development of the district; and that,
in view of the said state of affairs and
of the fact that under the present ruling
and interpretation of the Placer Mining
act, the same may and no doubt will
continue without end, even after the com-
missioner appointed by the Hon. the
Lieutenant-Governor-in-council has, pur-
Suant to the powers conferred by the
Bennett-Atlin Commission act, 1899,
enquired into and disposed of all disputes
and difficulties coming before the said
commissioner,

“Therefore be it resolved,®That the
Hon. the Lieutenant-Governor-in-council
be asked to consider the means for the
prevention of such dificulties arising in
the future, and to make such orders re-
lating to the recording, re-recording, de-
finition of the location of claims and
other matters for the purposes aforesaid,
as to him may seem advisable and pur-
suant to the powers vested in him by the
Placer Mining act.”

This resoltition was adopted wunani-
mously amid applause. The chairman
and others of the speakers referred to the
“intolerable delays of the government,”
and characterized them as a crime
against the whole population of this dis-
trict. The following resolution also was
adopted unanimously:

“That in the opinion of this meeting
of free miners, business men and resi-
dents of the Atlin Lake mining district,
large areas and tracts of mineralized al-
luvial gold gravels, consisting in part of
dry, bench and hill diggings, not even
excluding creek diggings, can be worked
successfully and profitably only by the
combination of considerable areas and
with large capital and are available or
sutable only for hydraulic mining pur-
poses, and that the opening of such por-
tions of the district should be encouraged
by the judicious granting of leases of
such land, thus attracting much capital
to the district for investment. which
otherwise would never "come, giving em-
ployment to hundreds of men willing and
anxious to work, but who are now, owing
to existing conditions, enforced to re-
main idle or return south; the granting
of such leases could ndt in any way
hinder -or prejudice the rights or inter-
ests of any free miner, but would on
the contrary, result greatly to his ad-
vantage.”

This resolution excited some consider-
able discussion. The delay of the gov-
crnment in granting hydraulic leases and
thus affording employment to many men
in the district was strongly commented
on.

It was then moved and carried that a
deputation of three citizens be appointed
to proceed to Victoria and lay the griev-
ances of the district before the govern-
ment. A committee was appointed to
select the delegates, which later on were
announced as Rev. Mr. Pringle, Dr.
Munro and Capt. Langley.

A committee to solicit subscriptions to
defray the expenses of the delegation was
also appointed. It is intended that the
delegation shall leave for Victoria the
middle of next week.

This evening a meeting of American
citizens resident here was held at. the
same place as the meeting in the after-
noon. The business of the meeting was
to take steps to draw the attention of
the United States government to the
injustice to which they had been sub-
jected by the arbitrary ecancellation of
the right of staking placer claims, a
right which they had bought and paid
for, and which it was simple robbery now
to deprive them of, The whole case of
the American citizens was set forth in
a voluminous memorial to be transmitted
to the United States government, which
is urged to demand’ reparation from
Great Britain for the wrongs inflicted.
A good deal of strong language is used
in the document, language for which
there is no doubt much justification as
coming from men who have been un-
doubtedly grossly wronged by the Alien
bill—but I cannot say that I regard
the document as a whole as a very ju-
dicious “one. My sympathies are en-
tirely with the Americans in this mat-
ter, and I shall probably in my next let-
ter have something further to say on the
subject.

There was a good deal of surprise to-
day at the announcement that Govern-
ment Surveyor Brownlee had resigned.
He informed me that the resignation was
occasioned by the fact that there was
little or no work remaining to be done,
and in any case he was desirous of re.
turning - to the private practice of his
profession.

The steamer Gleaner " arrived from

| Bennet to-duy. There were about thirty

passengers and a good freight cargo.
Judge Irving was not among the pas-

sengers. “Capt. John” came along, and

lations of-Atlin’s citizens, Speeches fol-
lowed by, songs and cheers were the order
of the evening and then one and all ad-
Journed to Mr. Russell’s new hotel where
a jolly good time was put in, in a way
t}mt only Atlinites can have a good
Ume. Atlin as a place of amusement
is hard to beat; during the present week
no less than three dances and two con-
certs have been held in which every one
enJoygd themselves. The masquerade
of Friday night was declared the great-
est social success of the season. Peo-
ple are now preparing for great cele-
brations on July 1st and 4th, Americans
and Britishers taking part in both.

Encouraging reports are coming from
thg creeks every day, and to-day Dr.
Mitchell, who purchased three claims
about half a mile above on Pine, is
sl}owxng 2 $200 nugget he took out of
his boxes this morning besid: ny
Small nuggets. Dr. Mitchell has tapped
the pay streak and larger returns are
looked for. For the last two weeks the
Doctor has had three shifts of five men
working with returns of one and a half
ounces per man per day. Egqually as
good returns (not reports) are shown
from Boulder, where on over one dozen
claims below discovery they are taking
oue over an ounce to the man per, day.,
and on several claims where they are
properly opened up as many as four
ounces to the man are shown.

McKee creek, which has been kept
quiet, is now organized as,one, if not
the richest creek in the district. On 24
above the owners are showin
little we

while the returns are not as large still
taking into consideration the greater
amount of preliminary work required to
be done, as the ground is much deeper,
the returns are as good as Pine. All
fires twinkle, telling the tale of the hunt '
for, gold and though nothing very large
has been shown, still the returns are S0
satisfactory that thousands of dollars
are now being spent to prove the ptop-
erty. ( |

man’s country, although to a certain, but !
very limited extent, this may be so, still |
its future lies in its extensive hydraulic |
gravels. On several of the creeks great '
hydraulic banks many acres in extent, |
although not showing enough to warrant ,
a poor man to work, gre awaiting the ar-
rival of capital to recover the precious !
metal. |

Capital is coming in but still people |
are wary as many do not wish to buy a |
lawsuit, and the inexcusable and almost |
criminal negligence of the government |
is greatly retarding the country. If the
government office got into a muddle last |
year, and if its officers deserved censure '
(which we think not),. how much more
censure does the government deserve for
not having the muddle straightened out
long before this, so that many men who

many daily cases of claim jumping with
all its disagreeableness = and conse-

from whom they have collected an en-

should show it.
Every one was disappointed when the
steamer arrived and ‘“no judge? . To-

government, J
|

HYDRAULIC LEASES. i

Atlin, June 10.—The strictures tlmtf
have been passed in this correspondence |
on the delay of the provincial govern- |
ment to grant the many applications that |
have been made for leases of hydraulie
ground in this district, may be repeated 1
with redoubled emphasis as the weoks;
and months glide forward and still no
word isvheard from the sphinx that sits
beyond James Bay. The government
must now be in possession of a very
large sum of money paid in to comply
with the law by applicants for hydraulic
leases. Before an application of this
kind can properly be made, the land must
be staked and surveyed by a properly
qualified surveyor, a record made and
paid for, and one-half of the first year’s
rental deposited with the gold commis-
sioner. After all this is done, the appli-
cation duly comes before the government
through the commissioner, and the mat-
ter is then supposed to be passed upon
by the cabinet. Hundreds of applica-
tions, I am safe in saying, have been
made and all the requirements of the
law complied with months ago, but so
far not one lease has been granted, and
no word has come to hand here that they
have even been considered. The delay
is most damaging to the mining interests
of this} district and to the reputation of
the province generally, for people who
are waiting with money to invest in these
enterprises are getting sick and tired of
it, and capital once diverted in this
manner is very difficult indeed to win
back again. During the past winter a
number of important syndicates ( were
formed, with plenty of money in sight,
to go into this hydraulic business in
Atlin, but the government would seem
almost to be doing its utmost in every
possible way to prevent the play of en-
terprise in this district. The gold com-
missioner tells me that he has no know-
ledge of what action the government will
take ‘in these . matters, his duty being
finished when his reports on the applica-
tions are forwarded. Meantime the
season is fast slipping by and in a few
weeks it will be too late to begin the
work of prospecting these hydraulic
claims, which work it is essential should
be done before the flotation of companies
to operate the leases can take place.
The flotations it was expected could be
made in the monied centres next winter,
but this it is feared will be impossible
except in very few cases, and if the gov-
ernment’s delay continues much longer,
in none at all.”

All this is the more to be regretted
because of the truly wonderful opportu-
nities this district presents for hydraulic
enterprise. © Perfectly ideal ground ex-
ists in many places, and there is an
abundance of water easily obtainable,
Hydraulicing will be the great industry
of the country, and there is gravel
enough to work on for many years to
eome. On account of the depth of the
diggings in many places along the creek

bottoms, it will be found unprofitable to

% first trip amid the cheers and congratu- | tributaries are widely banked with heayy

! deposits of gravel at numerous pla.
,::.n(;lp bfing n:-lh.ll ‘fo‘lid-bearing will pntf?::ﬁr'
i 8cope for unlimited capital i it
' their rid;es. v S o
| Mr. Clifford, the member of the legis-
'lntuge,‘ynth _Some associates, has made
apghcat'lon. for leaseholds of ground
which it is thought was the former
chnnpel of Pine creek. Itisin a valley
running out from near Discovery om
Px_ne, and thence skirting g high moun-
tain to the east and north of the town,
has an outlet into Atlin lake some dis-
tance above here. Prospecting work on
this ground is already proceeding, but
with what results I have not yet heard.
Since coming here I have been keeping
a watchful eye for any discoveries of
quartz lodes, for regarding this featare
in the mineral riches of the country very
little had beeA kiown or heard of. Dur-
| ing the past month or six weeks a great:
!muqy prospectors have turned their at-
i tention to work on the hills, with the
result that numerous locations have
 been made, and some of them are re-
ported to be rich. I have seen samples:
of quartz from claims on Surprise lake
. very wgell spangled with free gold and
i which, if assayed, would doubtless indi-
j cate fabulous richness, A good many
i claims have also been staked within a
radius of a few miles of the town. A
}sumple from ine of these, which showed
ronly a small amount of iron pyrites to.
| the naked eye, on being assayed gave a
 return of $92 in gold. Instantly the-
jowners of the prospect put a value on it
of $60,000. 1 took the pains of climb-
j 1ng to the top of a high mountain to look
at this claim, and brought away what

ght days, while at discovery | T considered 4 fair sample of the ledge.
they have taken out bigger money but | The assay I got from il; gave me ofly
keep very quiet. All along the creek |  traces ” of gold, and several assays
men are bll_S.V and every ome wears 2 ' since made for others have turned out
cheerful smile, and has 'a bright word. ! similarly.
pr:uce creek also has good showings and | was made some three miles eastward

More recently a discovery '

from the town. Three assays made of
this rock by different assayers gave
from $16 to $20 in free-milling gold. K
have not seen this ledge, but it is said}

: ito be about four feet wide, with slate
along Otter, Wright and Dixie the camp wallsyand scarcely any mif)eral at all

showin.g'to the naked eye. But as it is
free-milling, if it should continue the
assay values named as it goes down, a

, very valuable property might be devel-

oped. But absolutely no work has yet
been done on it. Last week I went

Atlin has been advertised as a poor ;down the lake several miles to look at

a galena claim, from which I had seen
some very handsome specimens of ore. I
found the claim located near the lake
shore and on a little bench perhaps not
30 feet above the water level. Four or
five men were employed there, engaged
in a very useless piece of work. 'The
galena I found . to be contained in a
series of perhaps a dozen or more smalk
veins or fissures running parallet
through a width of 'about 20 feet of
slaty rock. The workmen were engaged
in driving a tunnel to crosscut these little
veins. The mouth of the tunnel must
have been 25 or 30 feet from the veins,
and run in on the level would cut the
veins at perhaps a depth of 12 feet—a-
ridiculous undertaking, and not the less
so when powder is selling at $1 a stick!
| The galena veins on the surface varied

to-day have not a $5 piece and not a | from one-half an inch to three inches in
week’s grub could go to work to earn |thickness, and the . mineral, in which
an honest living, and also present the | was apparent considerable ~iron, was

' frozen into a matrix of white quartz. I
| took samples to an assayer and got a

quences? If the government were so | return of 62 ounces silver, $9.06 gold to-
eager to do what was right by Atlin | the ton, and 62 per cent. lead. It would.

ﬁbc good enough at present values to ship

ormous revenue, it is about time they | out to a smelter, if enough of it could

be obtained, #nd it is not impossible-
that a mine may be developed there.
All the specimens of gold-bearing

day the miners held a mass meeting to | quartz I have seen in the country are
discuss the situation. Mr. Helgesen | White, hard and glossy. .
spoke very strongly denouncing the | from Surprise lake is the best looking,
“dilly-dally; any-old-thing” policy of the | ot only because it shows most gold to

That coming

the eye, but is of a more promising ap-
pearance generally. I am told that the
ledges are very strong, and that. the

| showing of free gold in them is extreme-

ly encouraging. However, I will pres-
ently be able to write more accurately on
this subject, for mnext week I intend
going up to have a look at the ledges.
This much I ean say, however, that
from what I have seen of the rock for-
mation about here and of the specimens
of free gold quartz brought in, it would
not surprise me to learn of important
discoveries at any time. Slate, gneis,
granite, porphyry and serpentine rocks
prevail,

Either this is an extraordinarily late
season or the summers must be remark-
ably short here, for now it is nearly the
middle of June and scarcely the sign of
a bursting bud on the trees yet.

A wooden tramway has been built over
the portage which conneets Taku Arm
with Atlin lake, but it is expected that
when the water rises next month the
steamers will be able to come through
the short and shallow stream connecting
the two bodies of water:.

The failure of Judge Irving to arrive
on the first boat in has provoked a
great deal of bitter comment. It was
confidently expected by many who have
been wearily dragging out their days
here awaiting the adjudication of their
claims, that the judge would arrive on
the first steamer, and their disappoint-
ment has been correspondingly great.
The statement of Capt. Irving that the
Judge was certainly on the way in had
a quieting effect. = Surely it is impossible
that any community could be more
shamefully maltreated and neglected
than this one has been and is being. It
is simply criminal.

B — | o .
RETURNED FROM THE NORTH.
The Princess Louise Brings. Down In-
dian Fishermen From the North .

At 6 o’clock yesterday morning the
steamer Princess Louise arrived from
Northern British Columbia ports with
the following saloon_passengers: Miss
Johnson, J, Cunningham, W. Borns, J.
BE. Westerman, T, Gardhouse, Miss Car-
leton, I. Wilson, Rev.: A. J. Hall and R,

Danube. The steamer brought down
considerable freight, including 300 cases
of salmon’ from Ciinningham’s cannery
and 273 seal skins taken by the Indians
off Goose island. ne hundred Indians
came down from Port Simpson to en-
gage in the salmon fishing on the Fraser.
Their fumber includes the members of a
brass band. - The goose which developed
such a strange affection for a big dog
at Metlakatlah some weeks ago and of
which the officers of the ship told some

the Louise by Miss Johnson, one of the
passengers. b

~ T, e

New ChurchyfA,t New Westminster-

v. Bishop Cridge opens
- Episcopal. chureh, o

Faul's church, destroyed:

work them by the ordinary means - as

‘year.

Lawrence, chief officer of the steamer-

interesting yarns, was brought down by-
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