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At present the most urgent requirement
geems to be to copnect two termini, without
any regard to the intermediate points ; as the
colony progresses, however, it will be found |
that roads are as necessary for the settlement
of an agricultural population as they are for
taking produce to the mines, and this points
.out to the Government at once the impori-
“ance of keeping.in view the agricultural ca~
pacity of the country, and carrying the high~
way through if possible that portion of the
colony best adapted to the cultivation of the
goil. It is a pity - that this Voalcnlstioﬁ
entered m;}itﬂe into the Cconstruction of the
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THE KOOTENAY MINES. 3

In another column will be found an official
document from the Government of British
Colambia, in reference to the Kootenay
route. It will be seen that it is Governor
Seymour’s inténtion, in the absence of a
specific knowledge of a better:line of travel,
o open up communication by way of Hope,
and to apply sufficient skill and labor ito
the undertaking to have the route ready
for travel by the middle of -April. ~We!
believe, all - things ‘considered, this - is the
wisest course His Excellency ‘could pursge.
‘That-a betier route véi(ll’ﬁkybt;}b"pe opened
~than that by way of Hope_is, we thigk,
protty, generally undesstgod, if ?ei;ﬂ

%

compele._sucoeusfally. W ot

i S

-~ and- Washington Territery.’ This is a state

of affairs that must be brought to a sessation
at once, and: e are glad to - see an effort
put forward by the Government of British
Columbia in this behalf.

The road whish Governor Seymour pro~
poses making is merely a mule trail, that will
Jeave the present one at Beundary Creek and
strike the Columbia to the northward of the
confluence of the Kootenay. This will, no’
doubt, emable packers and miners fo reach
the new diggings in time for the summer’s
work, and will therefore accomplish all that
can be expectad of any British Columbian
line of travel at the present time. There is,
however, another and weightier task ‘before
Goverpor Seymour—a route will have to be

discovered, surveyed and opened up, suffi- .

eiently attractive in its character to induce &
large number at least of the Kootenay miners
to retura by way of the Fraser instead of
via Lewiston and Walla Walla. This, we
believe, can be aceomplished ‘by the Kam~
loops route, if sufficient vigor aund skill be
_employed the coming spring and summer in
its exploration, That one party, inadequately
prepared for the undertaking, has failed, is,
we are glad to see, no disheartener to the
Governor of British Columbia, and we only
hope that such steps may be immediately
taken as will decide definitely the capacity
of ‘the more northern route. [n a matter of

so much importance to the trade and revenue

of the peighboring colony as the ‘constrae=
tion of & road to Kootenay, the money will
be well spent if devoted to the organisation
of two or even three exploring expeditions.
The great blunder in most new countries is
making an €xpensive road, and exploring after
wards—oftentimes resultingin the necessity of
superseding the tortuous and costly highway
by one more travelable or more direct.
Road-making in British Columbia is pro-
bably the most Herculean task that could be
set before any ineipient Government, anditis
therefore essentially requisite that the Ex-
eeutive should look before it leaps. By ihe
organization of two or three exploring parties
by way of thej Kamloops and Shuswap lakes
two important evils would ‘be " guarded
against—loss of time and loss of money. The
first of+these is-just now a misfortune which

can be only remedied by a division of labor.

that will make-exploration effective as well
as rapid, and the second will be best avoided
by the careful selection of the most available
route. There are many considerations, how-
ever, besides shortness of distance and easy
grades in the construction of pr mitive rodds.
The permanent as well as the temporary
interests of the country must be consulted.

i|istill . ineo

profiabe itarts. ~ Wo thak in st gt

tural or even grazing point of view we have
‘fully ‘as‘miany advantages as are to be found
(on the Oregon route. To many “places, in-
deed, along the circuitous and difficult road
in the ‘American territory, packers have to
carry: the provender for: their cattle. If a
road can by any possibility be constructed—
and we have po misgivings upon the sub-
ject ourselves—by way of the Kamloops and
Shuswap, we shall undoubtedly have all the
passepger traffic, even if we do not get a
monopoly of the-goods; above all things
therelore, let such exertions be made as will
present to the Kootenay miner before the
digging season expires a route that will
enable him to reach the sea-board in eon-
'siderably less time than is at present cono~
sumed in the difficult and dangerous transit
by way of Oregon and Washington Territory.

THE EKOOTENAY TRAIL.
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_“The British Columbia Government Gazette
publishes the following official notice :—
COLONTAL:SECRETARY’S OFFICE,
) »27th: January, 1865.

The Governor directs it to be norified that
as the explorations beyond the Columbia, for
the most desirable rou‘e to.the Kootenay, are
mglete, he is uvable at-present to

with an axe. They were
Lake. oa the ice ; he overt:
the other, and killed them
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A WORKING MAN ON THE FREE
P

question of questions at the present moment
undoubtedly 1s, shall our Free Port cease to
exist? Amid all the discussion which has
taken place upon this question, it appears to
me that the real gist of the matter has
been avoided by the Free Porters. There are
certain principles involved which seem to have
‘been entirely lost sight of. The advocates
of our Free Port no doubt draw their inspi-
rations from England.
the Creation itself, that there is no effect

without_a cause, either in nature, art or
geience, and I venture to say in. political

iy ‘ﬂ%;‘.‘.‘,’b‘«i?é‘-”ipﬁ‘ :

‘owners * of the ‘boa: i' el

met with: no responss.
“(through Mr. George Cruickshank, the: local
secratary) shipped the boat’te San Franeisco
for exhibition. Another chillengé was then
inserted in the papers, offefing to race any
boat in the State, for ong, two, or three
thousand dollars, bat witbgut effect. The
challenge was thereupon affixed in large let-
ters to the boat as she lay in the exhibition,
and to use the words of § correspondent
writing to his triend here, ** the first thing
they asked was where wa she built ? and
on being told at Vanocouven Island, you bet
some of them did not like, hrr’any the better
for that.” The same authofity adds, *‘ they
cannot say that they have po boat, for they
bave built one, and have' another of the
fastest class started, but the faet is they are
scared of the Victoria boat. We want you
to make known the contents of this letter,
for we think that Victoriais entitled to all
the oredit. and we desire to give it to her.”
We hope that the San Franciscans will be
able to compete with theinext article we
send to their exhibition. The boat was the
only foreign article in it, an{l they should not
allow her to leave the Stalp without a trial.

Mrcmanics’ Instirors Lmorure. — The
second lecture of the course -was ‘delivered
befope the Mechsnics’ Literary Institute last,
night, in the Lyceum Hall, by Lieut.~Oom.
-jémay, R. N. Notwithstanding the rival

‘determing.the gourse whigh the wagonroad.
4o the néw minesswill tdke. Immediate sc-
g T ,e_i-."‘.‘ o 8 3 :the“ Of N

“f b 8 3 ,, id. D@
early as-possible guitable jpeveryfway for
b 29 E;}snk B

line to the

head waters of the St. Mary's River. A
survey of the line between the Colombia
and St. Mary’s will be made early in-Mareh,
and the_formation of the road on the other
portiens of the line will be proceeded with
simultaneonsly. - It is comfidently expected
that the whole work will be completed about
the middle of April. ;

1t is believed that a line of conntry will
shortly be discovered by whish the navigable
waters of the Kamloops and Shuswap Lakes
may be made available.

An exploration will at once be made of the
Cascade Mountains at Hope, with a view of
discovering a more convenieat mode of cross~
ing them than that now in use.

it is probable that direct communication
between San Franciscoand New Westminster
will be established esrly in the spring.

By command. ArtHUr N. Birce.

The Columbian says: * With respect to
the important subjecs alluded to in the closing
paragraph, it is:pretty generally understood
that we shall havea British line of mail
steamers on between this city and Panama
Learly next season, probably about the middle
of June, and we uuderstand it is not im-
probable that a steamer will be placed upon
the route in the course of a few weeks as a
temporary expedieat. We understand that
Captain Nicol, of the V. I. Coal Company,
has placed before our Government a propo-
gition to place the steamer Thames upon the
route, and that it may possibly be entertained
by the Government. Be this as it may. there
is almost a certainty of having direct steam
communieation within four or five montbs,
which, with a short and good trail to Koote-
nay, cannot fail to draw the greater part of
the travel this way.”

BRITISH COLUMBIAN ITEMS.
[From the North Pacific Times.]

Fartar AccipENT.—From- parties who ar~
rived from Mud Bay on Thursdey night, we
learn that & man named Matthew N. Hall
was found dead on Thursday morning, with
a terrible gunshot wound through his neck.
The position in which his gun was lying,
leaves little room for doubt that his death
was the result of accident. The deceased
was about thirty years of age, and a native of
Ohio, U. S} where his parents are, believed
will to reside, He was outon a hunting ex-
pedition when he met with the fatal so-«
cident.

A subscription list is in_circulation for the
pnapose of bringing to New Westminster,
and establishing here, a branch of that usefnl
and benevo'ent Order, the Sisters of Charity.
We understand that His Excellency the
Governor, with his accustomed liberality, has
headed the list with a subscription of $200.
We trust the endeavor may be successful.

Taz LeviatEAN.—On Thorsday H. E.
steam yacht Leviathan was forced upon the
edge of a bank of floating ice, and before
she could be got off, turned over and sank
close to her wharf. We learn that she has
been floated again, but it is a pity she was
not left in the Brunette River, ‘where she
would have been perfectly safe.

Kzine Deer wite AN Axe'—On Tues

day evening, Mr. Hyee killed two fine bucks

sttractions of the theatre, and the hourly ex-
rriyal’of fhe mail gfeamer, the Hall

,r{cigg;siz,;“"‘“-“‘:‘?’i also. ‘It i‘;s_ﬁalsgtmq'qhat_ e same
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saifn gy T, RS Ty 5 & 5
.comers to pull ‘agaiast thed $1,000, ;buﬁ  for to say that Eogland is at the precent mo-
y. subsequently, | ment gov
trade 1s simply nonsense. There is not a,
free port 10 England. There is not a port in
Eogland into which you can take a pound of
tobacco, a chest of tea, a bag of sugar, or a
gallon of ram. Let us glance for 8 moment
at the position of England, and then let us
see whether we can find any parallel in the
present position of Vancouver Island. If we
turn to England we find a pation in the pos-
session of such an amount of wealth,as com~
pared’ with which every other is poor.
levies contributions by that wealth from almost
every country in the world, from A merican
railroads, from Mexican mines, from the
cotton fields of India, and we have even to
pay England for the privilege of clearing out
our own harbor.

which does not coatribute to the wealth of
Eugland, by expending- part of its taxation
in paying interest upon English capital, She
_has also mineral resources superior to almost
all the world. Her coal and iron are fully
developed, her production of the one aad her
manafacture of the other are thoroughly
organised. The possession of these, accom-
panied by her wealth, places her in. position
to enable ber to defy the world.. Rhere is no
nation can compe.e with her” upon equal
ferms in the manufacture of any article,
in which
quired. Even . America, with all ‘her coal
and iron cannot compete with the iron manu~
facturers of England. : Let Ameérica abolish
‘her dwty upon iron, railfoadiron for example,

slyilled by« Host respactable
noluding » Mmber of ladies. At
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tions performed in navigation.” The lecturer
suceeeded in rendering & father abstruse
subject, both interesting-and instructive, as
was shown by the marked  attention. with
conclusion of the lecture, which occupied
nearly an hour, a hearty vote of thanks was
given to Lient. Verney and the meeting dis~
persed. : !

LegcE River—Mr. Alfred Barnett, Ex-
pressman, arrived from Sooke -on Saturday
night. Travelling is heavier than it has been
all the winter, owing to the depth of snow.
In some places drift snow lies as deep as from

three to four feet. . Leech river is extremely
low aud miners are busily at work mostly
making good wages. The frost of last week
did not impede operations. Game is abun.
dant. Geese and ducks are very plentiful in
Sooke Harbor, affording” fine shooting for
sportsmen. Mr. Barnett leaves Williams’
stable this morning at half-past nine with an
Express for Leech river ‘returning on Wed-
nesday.

Iox 1N THE Fraser.—The river at New
Westminster on Saturday last was filled with
fields of floating ice nearly four inches thick,
which came sweeping down the stream with
great force, severely trying even the great
strength of the staunch little steamer Fideli-
ter. It was expected that the weight of the
snow and rain - which fell during last week
would sink the solid 1ce which covers the
river higher up and open it for navigation.

CoaL SurpLy.—The Vancouver Company.
we understand, have still about 300 tons of
coal left at Napaimo. The dealers in town
have all a large supply on ‘band, and at
Esqiximalt there are nearly. 800 tons, suffi«
cient to supply the mail steamers until
March. '

ArrsupTED SUIcIDE—A prisoner in New
Westminster gaol attempted to commit
suicide, on Saturday last, by taking a dose
of strychnine. Fortunately for the rash
man, however, the quantity swallowed was
so excessive as to defeat his object, and he
in likely to recover. :

For .ENaLAND.— Mr. John Cooper, for
several years chief clerk of tho British Co-
Jumbia Treasury, and one of the oldest officials
in’ the colony, leaves this morniog for
England on six months’ leave of absence.

DeaTa OF A Disrineuisaep Man—The
Hon. Edward Everett, the great American
statesman, orator and writer, died the week
before last in Boston, aged upwards of 70
years. |

RxruaNep—Amougst the list of passen-
gers by the Oregon we notioj the name of
our fellow-townsman Mr. Ledpold Lowen-
berg, who has returned from @& visit to Eu-

rope. ’f

node of. taking. the latitude $8d tougituds on
board ship, snd of the variousucientifio opera~

whiah he was listened to-thrgughout. At the.

did the English lan
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Eprror BritisE CoroNist.—Sir,—The

It is a truism old as

-causes, same

“Uis, free trade in' ‘agricultural and
@, and free trade in navigation,

“governed upon the ‘principlés of free

She

There is probably not a kingdom in"Earop

either - coal or "iron is re-

and cultivated his land, uatil, with the aid of
capital directed by science, he : has. made
farming in'England-a mere profitable busi-
ness - to-day than it was thirty. years ago,
gimply by increasing the productive power of
the land. Bat if England bad oot had her
capital with which to improve her land, the

position to-day. Science told them how to
do it, but science also told them it required
capital; so it is with us, our farmers know
how to do it but it requires money, and that
money they bave not got. - They require and
they must bave if we are ever to become a
Datien, some protection. or some aid for &
few -years 1o enable them ‘gradually to
acquire that capital, and thus enable them to
compete. upen equal terms with neighs
w‘_”’m’% ay. .« fﬁ} :;-u""

¢ invests that money in b
The mere transfer of ‘these

2 i( ;1 l‘ :I’, .
in business.
ing twenty lots.

B>

chasing power is motcone dollar more with
these lots in the hands of .that merchant than
it was before he bought them. Does he
expend any labor upon improving these lots ?
No ; he waits quietly until some good, honest
gsoul eomes aleng and gives kim six bits or a.
dollar per foot, for the privilege of erecting a
house upon oue of them. It is labor—and
labor alone—that creates wealtb, that enriches
a country, whether it is clearing and culiivat-
ing an acre of land, felling a tree and conx
verting it into lumber, or catching  a batrel
of fish and saltiog it. If a man buys a coat
in England for '$15, brings it here and sells
it for $20, how much is Vancouver Island
enriched by the operation ! But suppose we
bring the sheep here, grow the wool from the
herbage of our couutry, ccnvert that  wool
into yarn, that yara into cloth, that cloth into

-a coat, and then sell that coat for $20. - Then

we are just the price of that ceat richer, less
the provisions consumed during the manu~
facture of it. The same principle applies to
any other production, whether it is clothing,
provisions, lumber, fish, or ether natugal

national wealth except by the expenditure of
labor upon that which, without labor, is of
itself valueless. :

amongst & good deal of nonsense which be
has -written upon the subject, has several
times -appealed - to working men, and asked
them - if .they would submit to Hhave their
bread and their children’s bread taxed, hav-.
ing hitherto. been blessed with ‘such*“dn

“and there. probably would not be“a single
firoag in{mpém%?'w' vania three
yearaence! * A it_is, half the rardedads in,
Amefles are Iaid with- Einglish rails.” I con-
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‘Bogland bad something to offer in exchange
for everything she has to bay; something upon
which she hus expended labor, and by that
labor extracted a .profit from that which
without labor is-of itself valueless. She does
not require to’ pay cash for three‘fourths of
what she buye; she could not do it; no ma~
tion can do so and prosper.
any of the advocates of our free port can
discover any parallel between the position
of England at the present day and our pres-
ent. position I suall be glad to see it. 1Ifthe
same canses do not exist here, does any
sane man expect to.produce the same results.
It is certainly mo.proof of sanity if he does.
You may expend any length of time, any
amount of money, in training a London dray«
horse, but you can never train him to win
the Derby. Roast beef and plum pudding
may be very good fora fullsgrown vigorous
man, but then it is not necessarily good for
a suckling. Free trade in grain may be very
good for England, but then free trade in
everything is not necessarily good for Vans
couver. ;

Now, sir, if

No country ever has become, or ever will

become a nation, by mere buying and sell-
ing for cash. Suppose we require to buy
goods to the amount of $300,000, which we
must pay for either in kind or coin, we have | 4
produce to the amount of §1060,000, the bal-
ance we must pay in cash.
come from? Why, from the mines.
pose the mines should fail, what then?

Where is it to
Sup-

Why bankruptey ; but then-we are told the
mines will perhaps do better this year. Such
is the gambler’s principle; ke says—when

losing—* better luck next time.” ~And yet

we are gravely required to stake not only

our prosperity but our very existence as a
pation upon the uncertain natare of gold

mining—>upon the tarning up of a card.
The only argument 1 have beard advanced

by the advocates of a free port is “See what

a city our free port bas created ¥’ Again,

_some members of our Legislature, and our

Chamber of Commerce tell us that we are
only fit to become s distributing port, a com-
mercial emporium for the north Pacific. If
that is the height of our ambition, if we aim
at nothing higher than becoming a mere com-
mercial city, then I say 'by all means retain
our free port, but in doing so I ask why
should we expend $37,000 in making roads
and erecting bridges? What use have we
for a Governor or for such a Government as
we at present have? As a mere commer-
cial city  we could be governed just as well
and a great deal cheaper by a Municipal
Government. But if we want to make oar
country & nation, something more than a
mere cily existing for the benefit of a few

importers, we must put on such a tariff as

will secure to a man ‘whose only capital ishis
labor, fair play for that capital. hen the
Corn Laws were repealed in England, what
holders and farmers do?

Iostead of sitting down with folded bands

and whiniog over. what they could not help,
they ' immediately called in science to their
aid—science told them that by a judicious
system of draining )
might just double the productive power of

and manuriog they

the soil. :
The English farmer bad capital enough to

do 8o and he did it, he drained and manured

e T TS

1o have " provisions ‘and everthing  else:ias
loaf for & small coin is quite a pledsant

not
a very long time before it does him any good.
I believe that a 10 per cent. duty would
scarcely affect present prices at all. Retail
profits are exorbitantly high in Vietoria, and
I believe that competition would prevent any
general rise in retail prices, but; even ‘sup-
posing that the 10 per cent. was added’to
present prises, I still ¢ ontend thatit is more
the interest of every working man to pay 10
per cent. and work than not to pay it and
have no work at all.

I do not pretend to say that if we had a
tarift enacted to~day that work would be mére
plentiful to~morrow ; but this I do say, that
I have no doubt if we had a judicious tarift
imposed to~morrow, and next day such a
tax levied upon all nncultivated agricultural
lands within twenty miles of Victoria, as
would compel the holders of those lands
sither to-cultivate or to sell them, that before
twelvemenths the demand for laborers would
employ every idle man upon the Island, and
if one third of those left'for the mines in the
spring of 1866, then tbeir places would re-
uire to be filled up by immigration from
elsewhere, and thus lay the foundation of a
permanent population, which would, in the
course of a few years, prove a greater source
of wealth to Victoria than either Cariboo,
Sooke, or Kootenay are likely to do. 'Those
mines shonldjbe made the means to an end,
not the end itself.: Your evening contempo~
rary seems to have some most extraordinary
ideas upon taxation. Dees he -not know that
it is the consumer who pays almost all taxes,
whether it is taken from him directly or in-
directly ? 1 cannot buy a coat in Vietoria
without paying less or more taxation ! It is
simply nonsense or perhaps something worse,
to appeal to working men to support our
present free port system because under that
system they pay no taxes, and under a tariff
they would. [”ask him is it the English
tobaceo manufacturer who pays the daty in
England or the consumer who smokes it ?

; Yours, respeetfully, W.L
Victoria Jan. 29th, 1865.

Sreax To SaN Francisco.—It wasrumored
in town yesterday that the steamer Fideliter
had been chartered by the British Columbian
government to run as a mail boat between

New Westminster and San Francisco. "It
is affiemed that the steamer can make; the
trip in three and a half days. She. would
only carry the mails and a few passengers.
A proposition to Governor Seymour by Uapt.
Nicol, of the Nanaimo Coal Company, to
place Messrs. Anderson & Co's sieamer
Thames on the line to San Francisco has been
made, but. no arrangement has yet heen
effected., “ :

notice that the Court of Revision under the
Trades’ Licenses Act, appointed by His
Excellency the Governor will hold its first
sitting at the Sheriff’s Office on Friday next,
February 3rd at half-past ten, a.m.

farmers would have been in a very different .

our neighs .

lots does not enhance their value ; our purs

production of a country. There is no road to

Your evening contempotrary; the Times,

abundance of untaxed bread ! I also shall
‘tglpal:.tgé workiog men, and I a¢k them,
whieh of the positidos would be most, con<
ducive to. 0 pay 10”pes cer

g i

present pricss and no work at sli 7 A’large

thing to look at; but then if ‘one bas
got the small coin one may look

Trapes Lioznses.—The Assessor gives -
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