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“There is nothing like champagne for
sudden faintness,” he says, in the same
low tone, and evidently talking to
cover any embarrassment she may
feel. “It is better than water. Please
drink it all.”

Paula obeys, and he takes the glass
and sits down beside her silently to give
her better time to recover,

“And now,” he says in a low voice,
during which he has been looking at the
group around the table, with absent,
indifferent gaze, “are you better?”

“Yes,” she says, in a low voice,
“much better; it was the heat. I have
been dancing some time, and am not
used to it.” She stops suddenly, for his
eyes have darted round from the table
to her with a strange. almost a startled
look, and she sees the danger; he has
almost recognized her voice, strained
and altered though it is by her weak-
I1€eS8,

“Have you been staying here long,
1_1»-1‘9 at Nouville?” he asks, his eyes
fixed on hers with rapt attention, with
suppressed eagerness and intense
watchfulness, |

“No.” |

“Not long? Pardon me if I seem im-
pertinent, but something in your voice
reminded me of—of a friend I have not
seen for a long, long time.” !

,lt is of no use to struggle longer.
With a slow, trembling movement of
her white hand Paula slips off the mask
and turns her pale, lovely face to his.
The champagne glass falls to the vel-
vet-pile carpet, and he springs to his
feet, his eyes distended, his lips white
and quivering.

“Paula!” he breathes, and so stands
i]vvouring her for a moment motion-
eSS, |

Then, as if with a gigantic effort, he '
masters himself, and seating himself
by her side, covers his face with his |
hands.

She knows what is going on in his
mind. She knows the agony and nature
of the shock. Has she not endured
them herseif? And she sits with clasped |
hands, her eves brimming with unshed |
tears, through which she looks at him |
as through a veil. |

At last he raises his head, and just |
glancing at her, as if he could scarcely
trust himself, says in a dry, hoarse
whisper: > |

“What does this mean? How is it |
that you are here?” i

Paula does not stop to ask herself |
what right he has to question her. |

“I am staying here with Alice,” she |
says, almost meekly, her hands clasp-
ed tightly over each other, her heart
seeming to stand still. How white and |
worn and thin is the hand which he ;
still holds over his eyes! ;

“With—with Alice?” he says, in the
dazed voice of a man who has not re- |
covered from an overwhelming shock. |
“With Alice! Your brother——" {
“Bob is out of England,” she replies. |
“You two here alone?” with signifi- |
cant emphasis. Then his face flushes
and grows white again. ‘“Are—are you
married ?” I

Paula could almost laugh with h'rl*‘.

ter mockery at the question, but sud- |
denly she remembers Stancy de Pal- |
mer, and that if not married yet she
is to be and her head droops. |

“No.”

His hand drops tc his side, and some- |
thing like a breath of relief escapes his
lips. Then he looks at her in silence !

for a moment, drinking in the new B

loveliness in her face, the sad light in
her dark eves. the whole beauty of |
which has become perfected since he

Jeft her a bud of girihood, now a glor- | :

ious blossom of womanhood.
“Did—did you know me?” he asks, his

voice scarcelty-above a whisper, as if |

ne.were communing with the spirit of
his lost love rather than with her act-
ual being.

“Yes.” she says, with a deep sigh. “I
knew vou the moment 1 saw you,” and

ere is almost a touch of reproach in
her voice.

“And L.” he says with hidden bitter- |
ness. “I did not know you!—did not ex-
pect to see what T see,” and his eves |
take in the magnificent dress, the jew- |
els. the mask lying in her lap.

“It—it is the first time I have been |
to a ball since—for a long time,” she
savs, almost apologetically. |

“1 did not mean to express surprise.”
he save. “Why should 1? What right |
have 1?7 You—this dress is meant to re- i
nresent ‘Moonlight,” is it not? Tt is you. |
then. of whom I have heard so much to-
night, though I did not hear your |
name.”

She colors faintly.

*rell me about yourself,” she says
in a2 low voice.

“Mvself?” vacantly, bitterly.

“yes Have vou been here long?”’

He shakes his head.

“No—1 came this afternoon from’—
be thinks—“from Italy.” |

His tone—the air of indifference— |
¢learly proclaim the utter joylessness |
of his life. “I came here because—I do |
not know. T shall be gone tomorrow.”

“Qo soon,”” she says. unthinkingly.

“Why should 1 stay?” he says, wear- |
ilv. “Two nights in a place tire me.
Since—since 1 saw vou last [ have been !
wandering nearly the whole time.

Paula sighs.

“Alone?"” she says, almost inaudibly.

He stares at her.

“Alone! Yes.” v

A thrill of miserable satisfaction |
throbs through Paula’s heart., At least
he is not married then.

“()f course, alone!” he reneats. el
2m not.” with a little smile; “such good |
company that anvone would desire to

ast in his lot with me as fellow-tra-
veler. And you are here with Alice?”

“yes” says Paula again. with down-
~ast eyes, for she feels him dwelling
on hpr‘ face with wistful scrutiny. i

“At the hotel? No, or I should have

ene you.

: l\'(“ at a little villa on the cliff. You
—_you will come and see—Alice?” she
falters.

He is silent for a moment, then he
gavs, in a low, hoarse voice: :

“No. 1 shall go tomorrow by the first
train.” Silence for 2 moment. Then.

“You are looking pale. You are well?” .

anxiously. 3 N

“Quite well,” she says. I am never
- l:',\nd pardon me.I am an old .ﬁ'ipnd_"‘:
with a ecurve of the lips—"and happy

Paula looks at him steadily.

“And happy!’ she says.

He inclines his head. :

‘At least I shall have something to
carry with me from Nouville,”” he says,

speaking at most 1o himself:‘the mem- |

n'rv of a glorious vision. F«)tjgi\‘e n;«f
Let me be presumptive and impertin-
ent for the short time we are together.

I shall remember you, as you look to- |

night, the queen of the ball. You look
every inch a queen!” he says, devour-
ng her. “You have altered: if it were

possible, you have grown—Inore beauti-
' ful.” : =
Silence. She does not rise with of-
fended wrath. z S R
“More beautiful.” nhe repeats, A“nA =
and wvet—do vou remember the stream
v & PR
through the valley” ; ;
“No. no.,” she says, hwrriedly, her

hands clasped tightly. “1 remember— |

wothing!”’
He looks at her. e St
«wWell, it is best,”” he says. It is best
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Cures any pain, of any kind. Never fails.
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Special Sale Every|
Hour Tomorrow

INE thousand dollars’ worth of Drygoods, Millinery and Notions are still on the
_shelves, and we see our finish. We must have a store to do business in and the
landlord will soon take this one from us, so there is nothing for us but to move the
stock into your homes and to do it fast, for time and landlords wait for no man.

Worth of Goods To Be Sold Out Before Our Lease
’ Expires. Please Note the Fact. 3

On Tuesday we will hold a second great hourly bargain sale, when goods will change
ownership at prices below the value of the raw material.

WE OFFER AT 134 DUNDAS STREET.
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Grey Factory Cotton, regular 8¢ 12

In some of these lines the stock is limited and may not hold out for the hour. Be on time. Prices
advertised hold good only during the hours named. Besides these offers the store is full of
rare bargains that may not be repeated for many a day.

C. B. KEENLEYSIDE

134 Dundas Street, Screaton’s Old Stand.
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