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sitor Evening Telegram
sir—The amusing Advocate
Friday last, a leading editorial
thch I relish the making of a short
bolY, with your kind permission. I
deal with its points seriatim:
(1) “Mr. Coaker’s Portuguese agree-
ent for the sale of 300,000 quintals of
a at fixed prices” is the way the
avocate again refers to that abortive
ument the exporters refused to ap-
ove of. The said agreement was for
stated quantity, and contained mo
; es. The Advocate is quite
cmuslv lying about the matter,
v after day, and lying for a purpose;
d my object in repeating the de-
als is, that I wish the public to very
hearly comprehend how very des-
ately the Advocate gang desire the |
to be believ ed.
(2) Referring to my advice to Mr.
Bickman that no law existed last year
b prevent shipments to Italy, the Ad~
cate NOW SAYS that “taking advan-
ge of loop- holes in laws is mot a
0,31 pmcedure JBut I did not ad-
ise upon a “loop ‘hole.” A hole in a
.w pre-supposes the existence of a
 stantive—taw, and is a mere punc-
te in it, whereas my point was, that
e so-called Regulations were an
mpudent fraud, made illegally, and
legally enforced, by the audacity of
1 autocrot and the supineness of ex-
orters. The immorality of the whole
hing was the enforcement of the
Regulations without warrant of law.
(3) 1 have been challenged to deny
at the hire of the C.C.C. Hall, last|

d, o

o], for the fishermen’s Anti-Coaker

weeting, was paid for by the cheque of

forine & Bradley, and now am charg-..

4 with ignoring the matter. 1. did
gore it—as being too. petty for . no-
ice, but 1 suppose.the. Advocate. really
neans that I
e hire was so paid, nor was it paid
br contributed to by me. The Chair-
ban of the meeting tells me the hire
pag paid for in bank notes contribut-
g by fishermen, but Mr. Greene, of
reenspond, one of the active promot-
rs of the meeting, ig, now in the city,
nd I hereby invite him to wait on the
dvocate editor, and convinee -him, in
bis own way, of the slander upon'the
shermen the Advocate is circulating.
(4) Referring 10 my:contention that
ocal prices for fish were higher last
ear than the prices in foreign markets '
arranted, the Advocate says that if
t had been lower, (a)' the price’ would |
jot now be higher than it i¥ and (b)
hat so far as the fishermen are con-
erned, they would be altogether in
be hole now if they had got less last
vaar. This contention “is very super-
fial, and  wholly wrong from the
point of the good of the whole
Clony. In the first place, (&) the
price now would be higher tham pre-
vails if the price last year had not
been too high, for solvent: fish buyers
ould have been more numerous, and
those who are solvent would have
been freer in their purchues than
they can now afford to be, while the.
banks would have been more liberal
fin their advances; (b) Many fisher-
men failed wholly to get supplies this
ppring because ‘of the merchants’
fosses, due to high prices paid last
[F3ll, and these fishermen clearly suf-
ffered by last year’s: over-prices; {c)
prices last Fall were kept up by pur-
hases with public.money, which has
1 been lost, and the -fishermen are
mow paying for it by inmcreased prices.
of all they eat, drink and wear, due
o excessive taxes. Individual fisher-
men got the money in the first - in-
Blance, but all the fishermen are pay-
ng for it. Only fools in office think
0 make the people rich- by buying
their fish with their own money, and
en throwing the fish away.
(5) The Advocate says, that my
merchant friends have been growsing

“evade” .it. Well, no, |

them their\ own money, minus all th

uponse the procedure costs, or the |
graft the manipulators make in the
Itranuction. Then, why not use public
money to buy all the fish? Why bot;ur
| about mniing the prices low or even
‘reasonable? Why not pay, say = $20
i‘per qtl.,, and make the fishermen feel
ot vl s Gubets - B i or thile
the fishery to the Colony is not the
price paid by consumers, but the price
paid to the fishermen, the prices can
be made as high as we ‘like, and the/
higher the better.

A Tegret to say that I've very few
“merchant friends,” as a class, for 1
was fighting for the fishermen, as a
class, when Coaker was vegetating at
Herring Neck, and the Advocate -staff
were in their cradles, but I know of
no merchants in this Colony who have
been growing rich during the past ten
vears by reason of protection to'-local
industries. 1 look at the Rapewalk,
the Tobacco Factory, the Clothing Fac-
tories, etc., and I-realize that thoy
have been protected as labor giving
institutions. Protection by a customs
tariff may not be a wise policy in this
Colony, but its object is the ihcrease
of local labor, not the production of
great dividends. I venture to say that
local investors have not made great
average profits within the past ten
years. Perhaps some investor will tell
us the facts.

The Advocate, concluding its re-
marks, says (1) “The local markets
are glutted with fish; (2) the prices
are low; (3) nobody is insisting on a
|higher price (abroad?); (4) thousands
jiof quintals are being consigned .for
sale abroad, yet (6) mnot an article
comes trom abroad on consignment
‘for sale here; and (6) the merchants
are pleased with, the prospect. Let me
reply briefly:* (1) The local markets
{are glutted with Labrador fish, but
LCoaker’s Regulations are the ‘chief
‘cause of the glut, by destroying the
| market in Italy last year; (2) the
| present low prices are largely due to
the quantity of old unsold fish in for~
eign markets “‘which would have been
consumed last y¥éar if Coaker’s Regula-
, tions had not delayed shipments; (3)
!everybody is insisting on higher pri-
ces abroad, but the prices are regulat-
ed by demand and supply, and the sup-
ply being gteat just now, for the rea-
sons just given. Coaker.is the c¢hief
cause of 10w prices; (%) many ar-
ticles come !ero on. consignment for
sale. There’s a lot of flour here now
bt such sale. Fruit, vegetables, cattle
—these always come on consignment.
The Advoeate is grossiy ignorant of
the ways of trade; (5) the merchants
are the saddest men in the Colony at
the prospect. They prosper when the

Colony suffers; their prosperity and
the Colony’s go hand in hand. The
abuse showered upon them as a class
is by a conscienceless gang of low
grade politicians, who seek to make
political capital by crying “Down with
the Merchants,” the meanest, most
dangerous cry ever foisted upon the
Colony.
Yours truly,
ALFRED B. MORINE.
Oct. 31st, 1921.

i Second Grand Dance Carnival,
Prince’s Rink, Wednesday, ‘No-
Vember 9th. C. C. C. Full Band
in attendance. = All new music,
new decorations. Four beauti-
ful prizes. Only 10 days left to
get your costume. Prices—Gen-
eral admission, 20c.; Masquer-
aders, 20c.; No. reserved seats,
30¢. On sale at Royal Station-
ery Store.—oct31,1i

Colony prospers; they suffer when the .

the issue of

Oetober,'

29th, under the. hm.ding ot “Foreign
Shipplng Oommmuog May I state at
the ‘outset’ that I agree that' &e sﬁb—
ject is one of more than ordlnuy im-
portance, but 1;submit that it merits
treatment on a broader basis and that
certain “erroneous . deductions ‘ have
been made, due to the somewhat nar-

‘row and particular point of view. on
which the arguments in the article re-

terred to, were based. It is to “correct
these that I crave lpace to treat the
subject anew. "
Whether it be to our own individual
disadvantage or not. the question.must
be regarded from the point of view of
the greatest good to the greatest num-
ber, and we should for the moment
forget the narrower aspect of the ves-
sel owner. It is, of course, beyond dis-
pute that our main staple industry lies
in the fisheries, and that the great
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similarly enm fishing: in~, From

gard to our prlnclur markets.
All things boinzuul.mmuou

paper, that vmels, whether propelled |

disagree with a doetrine which if put
into practice would" benefit ‘the com-

and: crews of Newfonndland vessels at
the expense oftle’ ‘numertcally vastly
greater number of men,. also New-
‘foundlanders, who are engaged in the
fishing industry: proper; we must em-
phatically disagree with. a princ¢iple
which if enforced might retain in the
country a comparatively few dollars
spent in wages, supplies, etc., gnd
which might lose for the country an
immeasurable larger ‘amount of dol-

virtue of the more efficient and speedy
realization of ' hundreds” of ' thousands
of quintals of our fish- annually, and
incidentally it is not irrelevant to re-
mark here that the better the prospects
of realizing our fish the higher will be
the price paid to the fisherman in the
first instance. During the war freights
became very scarce and were urgently
required.” .Investment ' of “capital in

. tonnage was'very enticing. The bigger

the vessel; the larger the freights she
earned, and the greater the fortunes
that ‘Were made. We know of one in-

—
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of Fobd

| stance; dllt of ‘a. steamer, where a

freight Ttate of $50.00 per cask was
; asked and obtained, as compared to
| the rate of $5.50 now obtaining. Large
| sums of money were made in shipping,
'and unfortunately spent or reinvested |
in more: ships, with 1ittle or no pro-
vision being made for the time when
“values would inevitably tevert to the
normal, lnd shlpplng commandeered
for war purposes would ‘be Treleased.
It is from over investment, lack of
adequate provision to meet future
depreciation, and the building of un-
suitable craft for our permanent wants, |
that ‘the local vessel industry is in
reality, suffering from to-day.
1t is therefore submitted that the
futilisatiort-aft the present time of the
cheapast and quickest method of trans-
porting our fish is dot, has been
suggested in your article, a disloyal
act, nay, on the comtrary, it is highly
beneficial to the chief industry of this
Island and to all those engaged in the
prosécution thereof. .To-discourage or
forbid, or to limit such action might
benefit the few (for whom, be it not
Believed, that the writer has not a
great deal of sympathy—he himself is
one of them) but it would surely be at
the expense of the great majority, in-

L cluding all our fishermen. If the em-

ployment of steamers needs further
justification the case of the Labrador
fishery, at best a hazardous business
proposition, may be ‘cied. Hitherto
when no steamers were employed on
the Labrador, all the vessels arrived
more or less together in the Mediter-
ranean, havipg left Labrador together
at the complexion of the fishery. This
resulted in such a glut.in the market
,that it was exceedingly difficult to
realize this fishery to the best ad-
vantage. This year, an the other hand,
there were at least four steamers
which left the Labrador ¢vast with
cargoes which must have aggregated
in the neighbourhood of 60,000 quintals
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TERRA NOVA.'
St. John's, Oct. 31st.

of fish, all of which fish, will have
gone into consumption before the ar-
rival ‘of the balance of the catch in
sailing vessels, =

Of course, shipments by steamer
must be properly regulated to prevent
flooding the market, but this is not
inherent with steamers and the remark
is equally true in connection ' with
vessels. Moreover shipments by
steamers can be more easily dls-(
tributed between two or more ports
than can cargoés by sailing vessels.
The writer is speaking within the facts
when he states that the blame rests
on local shoulders that our fish is he-
ing . shipped away on steamers built
by and- flying -the flag of our com-
petitors, instead of on steamers fiying |
the red ensign and registered jn New-
foundland. A number of years ago,
(but within the memories of most of
us) thé head of one of our oldest firms
considered that St. John’s by reason of
its ' strategical position on the mouth
of the St.. Lawrence and its close
p;'oximlty to New York, Boston and
other U.S. ports, was by nature well
adapted and situated as a headquart-
ers for a large fleef of tramp or freight
steamers. A start was made and sever-
al steamers purchased with a view ul-
timately to creating a large fleet of
tramps -which would carry not only
our own produce, but that of} Ca.nada
and the United States to foreign ports
After some Jjyears the scheme was
abandoned, after a fair trial had been
given-on:-business b.pec.pﬁng 40 Tégu-
1atidh§, ‘wainly ' affecting = firemen,
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166 Water Street,

St. John’s, N. F.

which were:iniposed by Trade Union
authority at that time. The regulations
compelled among other things, the em-
ployment of twice the numbér of fire-
men: as is required on English and
foreign steamers, aud’ were 'in -other
respects so numerous and vexatious
that competition was rendered impos-
sible with freighters of other nations,
even allowing' for our strategically
superior geographical situation. And
seemingly inherent with such restric- |
tions, strikes were so numerous;
steamers held. up so often, that® the
head of this firm, who was the pioneer
of what might have been a great New-
foundland industry, was reluctantly
compelled to abandon the enterprise.
That the incident is not generally
known is perhaps displayed by your
leading article, and that the lesson
was not fully learned was shown in
the attempt this past summer by some
members of the L.S.P.U. (against their
own constitution we believe). to im-

pose such restrictions on the fish and
steamer Wwork, and to maintain such
a level of wages as would have strain-
ed those industries to breaking point
and would have inevitably diverted the
handling and shipping of fish from
St. John’s to the outports.

It is to the credit of Trade Unionism
in St. John’s to-day and contrary to
what happened in the past in the case
above cited, that common serse won
out and vexations restrictions were

f past. T must apologize for having tres-
passed on so much of your space, but

abolished and wages reduced. It need
. not be pointed out that those who have
‘bengfited -most are the members of the |
Unions themselves, who, as a result,
have had much employment in fish
lnd steamer work in the very recent.

my excuse must be the impertance and
the necessity: of the fair ‘exposition of
the subject matter. It seemed to.the’
writer, that in putting forward the{.
‘case of'the local vessel owner, the
uuol'thagrutmﬂoﬁty. nmlythé?
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