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fined—may be by ship down Peel Sound
or by Regent Inlet and through Beliot
Strait, which would place the searchersat

once within reach of their work and in|

the waterway of the North-west passage
into the Pacific, which, I need not tell
ou, nas never been accomplished.
‘he other route would be by land

starting, as Mr. Hall did, from Repuise

Bay. The choice will depend prohably
upon the habits and experience of Lim
who undertakes it.

It is a quest worthy of your Mr. Stan.
Jey and if he were not engaged in otlher
work my aunt would endeavour to stim
ulate his enthusiasm in its behalf.

In consideration of the difficulty of
providing for the equipment of such an
undertaking my aunt has added to the
reward of £2,000 on receiving possession
of the documents in question, the offer of
some compensation forthe adjucation of
this. as well as the reward 1itsef to he
made by three persouns approved by both

parties, of whom two shall be officers of

the navy who have had expeiience in
Arctic’service, and who must therefor be

competent for the duty kindly under-|.

taken by them. .

It 1s right I should add that the pav.
ment of thesums togbe claime | is mude
binding upon my aunt’s executors 1n the
contingency of her death during the
progress of the work.

You will excuse, my aunt ‘hopes, the
engthy explanation with which [ have
troubled you. Itis oftered rather as a
guarantee for the reasoableness and hope
fulness of the object] which may there-
fore commend it=elf to your advocacy as
well as your sympathy of which indeed
my aunt has no dou’t.

She begs herZkind regards to you, and
1 am, dear sir, yours very truly, :

SOPIHIA CRACROFT.

EXAMPLED HAEROISM.

The North Sydney *Herald's descrip-
tion of the attempi torescue the crew o
the G. J. Troop, off that harbor, 1n whi«:.h
Captain Downey, of this [city lost his
life presents a g(aphic pictu-e of
acts of the §greatest bravery and self de
nial. The conduct of Capt Thomas Hac-
Kkett, as hereé described will not soon be
forgotten by those who witnessed his un,
selfishand devoted effort to save li'e,
regardiess of his own or,who read the
account of his ga'aniry here appended.
# & * * [he second boat’'s crew,
mentioned above were some time after
the first in getting a start taking the
same course; they dil mnot arrive out
side the wre'k unti the first boat was
pretty wel on the home stretch. She
too was manued by aidauntless crew de.
to-mined o accomplish their mission.
Twice they bore down on the wreck, but
each time by the force of the wind which
now began to show perceptible increase
combined with the running tide, were
carried to leeward of the wreck. Each
time they skillfully managed their boat
through the mass of breakers and bore
her out to windward. Dauntl!ess still they
bore down a third time, but alas! for the
Jast. When nearing the wreck on this
third attempt a boiling whirl as 1f thrown
up by some demon of the deep suddenly
arose right under the boat and turned
her keel up quicker than thouglit pre
cipitating all? hands! into the foaming
waters and underneath the boat. All
hands rose again to the "surface and seizs
ed on the keel of their boat and succe-d-
ed in righting her again getting within
her. But what availed their nautic |
ekill now, with a boat ful %of water and
oars gone ; they were now at the me-cy
of a raging sea and too far ofl’ to receive
a line from the crew on toard the vessel.
It was at this critival jnnction that the
intrepid daring of one of her brave men
suddenly burst’forth in all the su®limity
of nobleness. We ref r to Capt Thomas
Hackett, When aill hal got into the
boat again he inquired, - Is my brother
Charley here?”” Being answe ed bty his
brother, he next ex laimed, - Now boys
swim for the brizt! It is our only chance
for life I’ and himseif taking the lead he
leape 1 clear over the sile int) that seeth
in2, raging mass ‘of waters foliowed by
his biother Charles Hackett and D=n
Campbell. God help them! : ‘What are
the tiny human arms of even the strong
man to strugg e against this merciless ir-
resistible flood of cold waters —the visib e
emblem of that invisible Jordan that di.

‘vides the Present from the Eternal Fus
ture. Thomas now_ the leader male
wonderful progress uader the circum
stances toward the brigt, "and!at length
came within rea-hof s line th.own by thos»
on board the brigt., but in placeof cling-
ing to it for his own deliverance he turn
ed and swam back to his followers and
passed?it to eachZof them, then] seizing
another line thrown out,he ditected thim
to separate and take a line each leaviny
himself unprovided for. By these lines
they were dragged a'oard, by thistune
so badly exhausted as”to be he'pless.
This noble leader continued the unequa.
com at with the raging breakers and
succeeded in getting preity near to the
lee quarter where the boom was rojecting
over the side with the sheet reaching
down into the water, This he tiied to
seize,ut his hands we.e too,benumied to
reiata their holi, Faiiing in this he
seized the rope with his teeth thus hold.
ing stil for a moment to gain his exs

. hausted breath; he threw up his arm-
cla~ped tne noom and sc ambled on top
of it crept along and gained the ves el's
deck in safety. Anything more indom-t-
able in oveiwh:lmiug danger—any hin
exhibiting grcater powers of enduraice
under th: combined actions of flod an
cold, we have never hea'd, much less w.t
nes el. As an ex ibiv.on of no'le seli~
enial it sfands unsu.pussed in human

oLy Bnnais. Bu: to reiurn to ths boat—of

" the other three, Me-srs. Cann, Downey
and Keenan, it does not appear that they
ft the boat w.th the others, as iwo of
them, Canu and Keenan, were een by
11i0se on board the vessel to bestilin
the boat as she drifted away through toe
g arf towards the Head, and Capt. Dows

; !
!ney was seen foating on the surface mak-~

ling no effort. 7This was about 4 o'clock

'p.m. The upsetting of the boat was

wiinessed by the people,
* * * * * *

Wednesday morning dawnel on a
blinding storm ot snow and wind, which
continued throu:h the day. Iarly in
the day the doubts of the previous nigh
received a partial though  melancholy
olntion in  the bodies of Mr Wiiliam

‘ann and Capt J. D. Downey having been

foundiinside the harbor just below the
South Bar. Captain J. D Downey was
aged 33 years, a native of New Brunswitk
and son of a Preshyterian minister;  he
leaves three orphan children, whose m»2
rher is al o dead. He was well known
in Noith Sydaey and enjoyed the esteem
ot a'l who ha! the pleasure ot his ac
quaingance.

[t will ve the duty ot the Government
of C'anala to reward the brave survivors
of the band who offered succour to the
distressed and also o look after the fame
ilies_of the deceasenl.

E ANSAS BRIGANDS.

On the Sth ult., an Express train on
the Kansas Pacific Railrowd was stopped
and robed by five masked robbers at
a small station called Munecie, in Kansas
a few mile. west of Kansas eity.  About
half past three in the aiternoon Mr John
Purtree who owns the village store raw
five men on ho:seback coming up the
track fiom the direction of Kansas city,
each carryiagz a rifle or carbine.  Hitch
ing their horses they entered the store,
masked, silenced Mr Purtee by threats
of shooting, emptied his til and demn.
ded all the lire arms in the place. 'T'hey
compelled the <ection men at work there
to block the road and odered Mr Puar.
tree to flag the train. While wating for
its arriva they captured a young farmer
who was riding a jather good mare, ani
ordered him to dismount. The mare
they kept, and taking the sorriest ho'se
of their own proceerted to shoot1t. firinz
some eizht or ten shots into it before it
felldown. A wagon containing women
and chiildren was also capturedalrozether
twenty persons being guarded by five
bold and ‘lesperate men.

Tiie train came up a 8ittle before fou
o'clock and was brought to a stop by
tihe flag. One of the Lriganls boarded
the engine and compelled the engineer
to unco iple the engine and express ca:
from the passenger coaches, and run up
the line to where it was blocked, Two
of the ruffians th ncaptured the express
messenver, a:d by threatening him with
nstant death persuaded him to unlock
the treasure chest, from wiich they took
$25,000 in greenbacks,” $4000 in gold
dust, and some valuable papers. While
this some lively firing took place at the
conductor, Mr Brinkenhoff, who wis mak-
Jng his way back to flag a {freight train
foliowed in the rear of the express. He
was brought to uninjured, but upon
learning that his errnnd was one of marcy
the brigands alowed him to proceed.

oft. One of the perpetrators of this dar
ing outrage, was captured the day af-
terward in Kansas City, and the money
and jewelry found on him identiied.

INDIAN SUN DANCE.

At the time an place”appointed the

whole trihe comes together and makes
preparations [for the construciion o a
round inclosure of high poles, interlaced
wit 1 branches an'l covered with huililo-
skins., Inthe centre of the arena stands
a tall po e which has been’selected by a
young Indian maid and cutdown with
great ceremony. It is adorned with flig
f white and red cloth, and at -the top.
during the first day of sites, are fixel
rudely carved representations of a man
an:d a buffalo, Old warriors and young
¢ bucks’ mounted on poun'es, gallop round
the pole at tull spee: firing with ar ows,
pistols, and rifles at the two figures till
thev are brought to the ground.
The young warriors of the_tribeunder:
go various se.f.inflicted tortures for the
purpose of prov ng their powers of ens
duarance —such as - piercing the skinand
sticking into the wounds pieces of woo i
to which stout cordsrunning from the
centre pole are attaciel. The whole
weight of the body issuspended on the e
cord:, producing the most excruciating
pain, buc with eve:y manifestation of de
light. Others are fas ened to pounies in
the same manner anl dragzed aroun |
the arena. 'All these young warriors are
naked, with the exception ofa cloth
about the loins and their bodies are
smeared with red, green. yellow, and blue
paint.

All this time the o'd warriors, who
have heen through the same tiial in
their youth try so encourage the young
bucks by beat'ng drums and inging war.
songs. ihe medicine man stauds ready
witndrugs ani er's to revive tho-e that
succumb to the torture.. The squaws
adorned with green wreaths, and cir ying
boughs in their han'is encour ge them
with approving c¢ries, and th ow them
presents in token of almiration. The
cerem 'ny ends at sundown, an i the night
is spent in a grand carouse. Very often
the Indians go on the war path the morn-
inz aiter the sun dauce. This was the
case at the time this ceremony was wits
nessed by our correspondent.

On the Japanese coast there has been
captured a whale, 1 the stomach ol
which was found a hide bag, containing
10,000 yen in gold and silver coin,

it 15 proposed to give medals to sea-
men uf ten years service for exemplary
cunduct and these honourable marssoi
distincuon are to be worn whi e tiue men
ave still serving,

The Bishop of Carlisle advocates the
use of the lash on wife beaters,

The cost of the Russian army for 1874
is 24 muliovns sterling and that of tie
navy o millions,

When their work was finished they made

1HE ARCTIC EXPEDITION.

On Friday Mr D. Bruce, Manazer of
the Dundee Seal and Whale Fishing
Company received a letter from Sir
Leopold M’Chntock intimating that the
| Adsuiraitty did not intend to purchase
the steamer Ksquimaux for the Arctic
lixpedition It will be remembered that
the Admiral when in Dundee recently
made minut2 inspections of the Arctic
now being built by the Messrs Steplien ;
the Krik the propeity of Messrs Ans
thony Gibbs & Sons, Lundon, and the
- fixquimaux. Recently the Messrs
| Stephen were informed that the Arctic
'would not be taken; and as the Messrs
Gibbs stat:d that they had no intention
of selling their ship, it may now be re-
sarded as eertain that noune of the Dun-
dee steamers will be selected for the
service. We hear that it has been de-
finately arranzed that Capt Markham
will have the secoad command of the
expedition.

Captain Nares, the ‘Athenseum’ says
isexpected to arrive 1In tliis country
about the 23rd.

It is now definitely settled that the
route followed by the expedition under
iis command shall be that by Smith's

sed themselves to the Councils of the
Royal Geographical Society and the
Royal Society. and asked those bodies
to turnish suvcestions regarding the
«cientific questions that should be kept
in view during the expedition,

A request (says the Globe) has been
nade by the Foreign Oilice that the
Danish Goternment will permit their
acents at Disco, Proven,and Uponivik
to colleet hunter’s dozs and dog-drivs
ers for the Arctic expedition,

It is announced that the vessel chosen
to be the consort of the stcam whaler
B3loodhound in the forthcoming Arctic
rxpedition is IHer Majesty's ship  Alert

\

soon commence; but the start will not
be made until the latter end of June of!
the present year, as it is coosidered
nerely waste of labour and time to
push across the north water until che|
ice has had tims to melt and drift out|
from Swith’s Sound. !

t 1s now finally decided that the
Bloodhound and the Alert wiil be the
mly two ships emnloyed 1in the Avretic
expedition. A telegram has been dess
patched to Commander Markham at
oresecut with the Channel squidrom at
V1go, ordering him to return as soon |
1s possible and assume lLis duties in
sonncetion with the expedition.

The dccision recently made publie,
that nonc but members of the Royal
Navy would be permitted to take part
in the Aretic Expedition, has been|
somewhat relaxed, and it is not impro. |
vable that men of experience in whal
e will be engaged as ‘ice quartermass |
ters.’

Tne brother of Licut. Beilot the
Aretic explorer’ who fell a victim to his
levotion at the aze oi'twcniy seven has
ybtained permission from the French |
wuovernment vo volunteer for the ap-;
oroaching KEoglish expedition to the
Arctic regious. M. B:llot is a second
autenant in the French Navy. and|
iopes are expressed that the British |
Admirality will accept his services. —
[ Knglish paper.

ATTEMPTED SEIZUIE OF A BRIT|
ISH GUNBOAT BY SOUI'H SEA
ISLANDERE,

The following particulars recardiug
the massacre of the Lapwing's crew and
the attack oh her Majesty’s schooner
sandily have been pubhished in the Syd-
1wy Kvening News of Qectober 22—
~The Lapwing was a _cutter of about
10 tons, and sailed from New Caledonia
tbout 11 months sin e, with a crew of
tour white men and several natives, on
1 beche-le-mer fishing voyage in the
New Hebrides croup, The cutter hay
ing fulfilled her mission, preparations
vere being made for the return to Nous
nea. but she was short of | rovisions,
'he mate left the cutter with a native
wat’s crew, to endeavor to gét provi-
iions from the natives of Santa Cruz,
wd while the boat was-close in the
inhabitants of the place made a com-
oined attack upon her, and eitier club
bed or tomahawkod all exceptiag one|
[anna pative. who escaped iu the boat
ind got clear of tae islaud. An attack
was then made upon the cutter, aud the
master and the rest of the crew were
killed, and the cutier seized and des
stroyed, The Tanna man was picked
up by her Majesty’s schooner Saudfly.
eruising in the vicinity and conveved
10 Sandwich Island (New Hebrides)
‘tom whence the W. 8. "Fox sailed,
The Lapwing was owned in New Cale.
donia, Iu transpired that her Majesty's
schooner Saunbily, Lieutenavt Howell,
when at Santa Cruz, was nearly tuken
by the patives of the Island. It is re—
ported that she was at anchor in a calm
and the crew were all below at dioner,
oue man only being on the look-out but
the sbip’s gun was loaded aud all the

'Sound. The Admirality have addres-!

Iis stated, surrounded the Sandfly with
the evident intention cf attacking her,
when the Sandfly opeued fire upon the
natives with the swivel guns and small
i rifles. The fire was hotly returned, the
| canoes sending volleys of arrows from
I‘all quarters, and still surrounding the
| schooner, and getting at closer quarters.
' A brecze, however, sprung up, enabling
the Sandfly to get away from the

L.oNDoN, Jan, 15.
Gladstone, on withdrawing from the
| leadership of the Liberal Party, writes
‘to Earl Granville, as follows:—* The
(time has arrived when Lought to revert
{to wmy letter of March last.  After rea-
viewine a number of considerations I
'see no public advantage in my continus
|ing to act as leader of the Liberal Party.
f After forty-two years of laborious pub-
(lie life I think mys lf entitied to retire
'with the present opportunsity. This res
(tirement 1s dictated by personal views

;rcgm'(iin: the method of gpending the
closing years of my life. My conduet
(in Parliament will continue to be gov.
'erned by the same principles as hereto-
fore ; and arrangements for the treat:
|ment of business to advance the conves
| nience or the Liberal Party, will Lave
| my cordial support.’

i Lord Granville replied:—¢I have
‘eommunicated, 1n detail, the reasons for
which L profoundly regret and depre-
| cate your decision. My late colleagues
lagree in this regret, t'iat the fuilure of
‘the endeavors to dissuade you frow
| your purpose, and doubtless, “the Lib-~
era, Carty also concur with us, In the
| observations we addressed to you. we

not merely by a

horse power nominal.  Active prepara:|gepse of vour sereices and of our ads
. g > () R B e T - e
stons for the equipment of the ships willl jyiration and attachment.’

The steamer * Alice Carditf] for Con
stantinople. has been lost; twenty
drowned,

New York, 15.—The President
sent a messaze to Congress yesterday.,
aad approved of the restoration of the
duties on tea and coffee ; and that the
Secretary of the Treasury be authorized
to redeem legal tender notes au a pre-
minm of 7% per cent.

Gold 112},

The examination of Moulton con-
tinued yesterday and to-day. He
ancted from several letters written by
Beeeher, in support of some of his for-
mer stat:ments; but otherwise his tes
timony was of the same tenor as

| charges.

Loxpon. 16.—The leading Liberals.
Argyie, Cardwell, Wolverton, and

Brizht met at Lord Granville's to con-

;-\'uit ot Gladstone’s retirement. Forse
: . S lany party.
ter 1s a favorise for Leader, All avread| et B i

that Gladstore ought not to retire from
Pariiament,
The Germans have 8 war-vessels in

' the north of Spain. It is hoped at

Berlin that Spain will accede to Ger-
man dewands. The Carlists deny the
outraze on the® (ustave,’ : ‘

(zladstone has written an article on
the Popu’s speeches, sketches of the
history of the Pope’sreign ; and the in.
creased subserviency of Roman Cathos
lic clervy, and concludes by saying that
the mass of the British nation now re-
pudiates the pretcutions of the Papacy
wore eagerly aond resoiutely than for-
mer generations,

The Times says * that in the gloom
surrounding there is one thing percep-
tible—all men are arming ; Germany i
arming en masse ; surrounding nations,
inciuding the best part of the world,
cannot do otherwise ; momentry dreams
of peace are fled. Germany recogunises
the stern necessity of holding by arms
what was won by arms; believes that
(xermany cannotraise a third army—her
hopes are in the navy,

The merchants of Madrid presented
a maguificent crown to Alphouso.

Loxpox, 19.

Serious alarm1s felt for the health
of the Pope who is suffering from the
effects of'a chill.

The Turks and the Montenegrins
are going to war.

Kenewal of trouble at Monte Video ;
erisis imminent.

NEw Yorxk, 19,

Another extensive silver mine has
been discovered in California,

Literest in DBeecher’s trial is una-
bated.

The acting Sheriff of Vicksburg has
been ejected from office at the poiut of
tue bayonet by Federal troops.

Gold 112,

Loxpon. 20.

Prince Leopold’s health shows no ims
provement, and less hoemorrage is speeds
ily arrested death will eusue.

_ Cauon Kingsley is reported to be dy-
ing.

The Bishop ef Paderborn of Prussia,
was imprisoned yesterday in the fortress
of Wossel.

NEw York 20.

ridles fully chargzd in case of an emer«
Ygeacy. Several hundreds of canoes it

Cuban insurgents have bcen defeated
jat Paso Castano.

THE STAR:
THURSDAY, JANUARY 28th, 1875

THE steamer ‘Hercules’ is advertised
to call bere to-day with freight and pas-
sengers,

O~ Tuesday last the Prospectus of a
new satirical paper, to be ecalled the
“ Judge,’”” was put in eirculation here,

Tae steamer *“Hercules” arrived
here, on Saturday last with freight an
passenders, and was detained by boiss
terous weather tiil Monday, when she
left for St. John's

By late cablegrams we observe that
political affairs in Europe have assumed
a threatening aspect. The assumption
of the Spanish Crown by Alphonzo,
an@ the refusal of Germany to recognize
him until certain demands made by the
latter power are acceded (o, give reas
sons for apprebe=sion that a eollision
way take place between the two pations,
involving a struggle in which the chief
powers of Europe would probably be
foreed to participate. The action of the
Shah of Persia in ignoring the eclaims
of Baron Reuter, and granting railway
concessions to Russia, has caused the
British Governmentto take a firm stand
in support of the Baron, and Lord
Derby has instructed the British Mine
ister at Persia to back up Reuter’s prow
test. The Londou ¢ Times'? editorially
says :—

* Inthe gloomsurrounding there is one
thing perceptible—all men are arming,
Germany is arming en musse, and sur:
rounding nations, includmg the best part
of the woild, cannot do otherwise, Mo..
mentary dreams of peace are fled. Ger,
 many recognizes the sterm necessity of
+hold'ng.by arms what was won by arms.
liis be ievad that Germany cannot raise

N\ 1 U0 O 5a S R | 4 A R ; ; v

She is a five-gun steam sloop of V92| were prompted by considerations of pub- |# third army. er hopesare, therefore,

tons (old measurement) and 100 ton|}iec advantaces—and
I e

in the navy.”

MZEN AND THINGS.

“A.J. W. wants the Colonial Secre~
taryship, but Neddy does not feel dis-
posed to surrender the lucrative office.
What does Anbo say anent the mat-
ter 7 We await patiently the decision
of the oracle.

THE local ¢ Junius” of the ¢ North
Star’” appears to be getting rather egos
tistical. He attributes Mr. Carter's
success at the late election to the pow-—
erfui influence of his  proiific = pen,
and in consideration of his svrvises ia
behialf of the Governmert demands an
appointment to the office of Queen’s
Printer, threatening in cuse of refusal,
| to cry ‘¢ peceavi,” and join the Opposis
tion. This is “too thm,” Hobeit; the
Opposition will bave vothing to do with
you. You are a wellsknown tewporizer,
and therefore darc unt be trusted by

AND so ‘Northern Saw’ has nocliance
of commanding a steamer at the ap<
vroaching seal fishery. It seems that
the nas been ¢ weighed and found -want-
ing ;" but in what respect we are unable

y. “How wretched is the man
1at bangs on priunces’ favors” I'lie
zeal-creating rays of hope visible pre-
vious to the eleetion have vanished, and
poor Samuel will be forced to counfive
his awmbitious schemes to the circums
seribed limits of a schooner.  Political
prowises are of little accoung | -

Ruxoun says the editorof the ““ Teles
graph’ has offered his services to * the
powers that be’”’ as envoy to the Court
of Persia, for the purpose of trying to
bring about a solution of the Reuter-
Shah difficalty. He urges hisefficiency
by stating that he is well acquaiuted
with ¢ foreign”’ as well as home politics,
having but recently returned from a
special mission to Canada, via Ports
land.

RAFFLING appears to be the rage
just now, It wouid seem that the ad~
mirable delivery of ** McGinnis' Raffle,”
by the comedian of the T, A. & B. So-
ciety's Literary Club, at their late ene
tervainment, has given quite an impetus
to the ever-existing desire to turn over

”

- an honest dollar or two,”” in this. to
say the least of it; honorable (?) way,
During the past week raffles of china«
ware, **nobs’’ nutmegs, and nic<nacks,
have taken place 1 various parts of
the towa, at some of which the hilarity
of the patrons kept pace with the
strains of the ** fiddle”” and the rattling
of the dice-box. M ol
: ety
Tue following poetical item mdy be
of interest tosome of the local higgl;rs.‘
¢ He ran s» lonz and ran so fas*t’;
No wonder he ran out at last;
He ran in de! t and then to pay,
He lost his brains and Aid away.”

—
-

WE congratulate our friend ¢Mat’
on the. success of his fat-eutting
invention, and hope it will be the means
of making his pocket ‘fat,’ wotwith-
standing ‘Mack’s’ efforts to claim the
honor of being the originator of the
jidza, g,
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