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A LIGHTER VEIN

pde a mistake,” said Plodding
‘] told that man up the road I
a little help ’cause I was
for me family from whom I
n separated fur years.”
p't that make him

e

come
gouldp’t see it. He said dat
n't ow my family, but, he
goin’ to help in bringing any
puble on ‘em.”

- = L

By An Aluminum Society

of the coatroom boys of a big
pay hotel plaintively told of the
house treatment that he had
d in the early hours of the pre-
morning from  the enthusiastic
of a hilarious dinner party.

t kind of a dinner was it?” ask-
ympathetic listener.
y it was given by one of them
p aluminum societies.”

- . A

A Handy Man

the country recently
the local papers for a

pman in
lsed in

man.”

at I want,” she said to the first
pt, “is a man that will do odd
bout the house, run eriands,
@at never answers back and is
ready to do wnat.l want.”
* gaid the applicant as he turn-

, “It’s a husband you're look-
. ma'am.”

- * -
Rather Angry

le Jim, though he attended Sun-
hool every week, did not know
as much about Scriptural his-
8 he ought to have known - but
his sister asked him: “Where
plomon’'s temple?” he was rath-
iry that she should think him
to answer a simple guestion
“Don’t you think I know any-
he asked. “Well where was it
his sister repeated. Then he
ed her: “On the side of his fore-
of course—the same as other
Do you think I'm a dunce?”
- - =

He Envied Billy

wish,” sighed Freddie plaintive-
sh I was Billy Smith.”
hy, Freddie!” said his astonish-
her. “Billy Smith has none of
ice things you have, He doesn't
ly pocket money, and he isn’t as
you, and he’s not so strong. His
never buys him presents or"—
know all about that, mamma,”
Freddie, “but"—
think what nice books yom
~ And you never have to go out
cold and wet to carry papers

know,” grumbled Freddie, an-

by his mother's strarge lack of

tanding. “But Billy kin wiggle

L hd :
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Were All Right

traveler had spent the night
station hotel, and in the morn-
after a hurried breakfast, found
with only five minutes in
the catch his train.” He made
-skelter progress to. the plat-
and then suddenly remembered
he had left his despatch case,
ping valuables, on the dressing
in his bedroom. After a mo-
's hesitation he seized his bag-
from the porter.
ck ” he cried, “run up as fast
er you can to No. 69 and see if
ve left a green moroccq. despatch
on the right-hand corner of the
ing table.”
he youth departed like lightning
the traveler, hanging out of the
ge window, watch in hand, tim-
the passing moments with aug-
iting anxiety. The train was om
‘move as the porter sprinted along
platform, empty-handed.
Yes, sir,” he panted, “that’s right,
5 you left it on the corner of the

8sing table, sir!”
* - E:

Whég She Begins .
Dobbs—Does yBur, wife ever go to
he club for you wheli you are out
te?

Bobbs—No, but

she goes fqr me
hen 1 get home. \

o —

\ Tﬁnuquptﬁ

Occur which some ume make us woade;

__or if people are just naturally cuseed

| treatment received ,by the average per

rsonally The Standard is very optimistic
ter.  Believing that publicity will rightes
Supcard will print from time to time

In publishing these The Stamdard has mo

ything towards this end? He
king for the workingman’s
scme day. It is to be hoped the
» t office is not being held up
election is in the air.
L ] L ] .

e post office staff did some good
k during the Christmas rush and
heir fault if people had to
t three days for parcels.
delay was caused by the depart
pnent not having supplied enough ex-
ra hands to handle the rush. Post-
master King deserves credit for the
) is staff handled the rush.
inion government is getting
mighty mean about the “labor proposi-
tion. Many idle men about town would
bave been pleased fo have a few days
work down at the post office during

the holidays
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Boston, Mass.—George E. Stillings
is gone from this, city; gone from its
office buildings, its fast cafes, and
even from its county jail. But, gonme,
he is not forgotten.

The receivership for the Preferred
Mercantile company 1s not yet ended
and Burton Payne Gray, the receiver,
has even now & suit pending against
Mr. Stillings In Vancouver by which
he hopes to be able to pay the un-
happy contract holders and dupes of
that company imore than 3.1 cents on
their vaniched dollars.

The office of the attorney general of
the stale 1 also well aware of Mr.
Stillinge’ exisience, for of late it has
nad much correspondence regarding
him and his affairs with authorities
elsewhere, and a8 recently as Oct. 7
bad a decree normally entered against
his latest device, the National Mercan-
tile company.

Came. from Kansas City.

George E. Stillings, with his brother,
Guy C. Stillings, came to Bosion in
1903 from Kaneas City, Mo., where for
three years they had operated the Pre-
ferred Tontine Mercantile company of
Missourl, which professed to sell “dia-
mond leases,” Fraud orders by the
postal authoritiee and an action by
the attorney general put the company
into receivership and droveé its pro-
moters to. Massachusetts.

Here, Nov. 11, 1903, they organized
a corporation called. the Preferred
Mercantile company of Boston, ‘which
was substantially a continuation of
the old business. .

This was their &cheme of opera-
tions: Purchasers of contracts were
to pay $1 down and then $1 a week for
109 weeks. Then they would be en-
titled to receilve two diamonds of a
market value of $160, or—though this
was not in the contract—might have
the $160 in cash. . A lapse of five
weeks' payment voided the contract.
On the other hand; part paid contracts
might be redeemed to the proportion
paid ig.

Money Eompany Received

The accounts of the Massachusetts
company show that between Dec. 5,
1903, and March 14, 1904, it received
$101.402,75 from contract ,holders, of
which $46,404.64 was paid for mature
contracts and $30,91686 went to the

fall, and Dec. 18, ‘1905, the Stillings
brothers were sentenced to a year in
'jail each.

But all that did not help the con-
tract holders. Stillings had won local
notoriety as a high liver and a free
spender and that money could not be
recovered, and of the money he had
not spent there was little that could
be recovered. "

“It was the custom of George E.
Stillings,” the master had found, “io
take at any time money from the ex
pense fund in &ny amount. . Chegks
were drawn to cash, the money was
charged on ‘the books, and that was
the end of it. He kept no accounts
and took no vouchers. He had no sal-
ary, but ireated the expemee fuhd as
his own. 1t is impossible to trace the
disposition of it.” : ;

One Agent Absconds

Many of the agents, when the straits
of the Preferred were geen, while con-
tinuing to collect instalilments, did nat
send them in to the company. Notabiy
was this true in the case of J. W.
Baker, general agent for the Pacific
coast, the best paying of all agencies,
who fled to Honduras with his profits.
Comparattvely few of the agentg made
full accounting to the receiver of their
collections.

Mr. Gray’s report shows that efforts
of every sort, from Boston to San
Francisco and back again, brought in
only $33,465.97, which, after allowing
for expences, netted  $2124123.
Against this he found valid claims for
nearly $500,000—there being more
than 3,300 contract holders. kor their
benefit a dividend of 3.1 per cent was
paid, and to date that Is all.

The business of the Preferred Mer
cantile company was about $5(0,000 a
year, The National Mercantile com-
pany, the old scheme in a new guise,
is reported to produce $1,000,000 a
imonth. George E. Stillings has learn-
ed how to capifalize the wisdom of
the late P. T. Barnum.

REGINA' LAUNCH!:'IGH!ME
FOR CO.OPERATIVE HOMES
The Close Settlement movement, re-
cently organized at Regina, Sask., has
just: issued a memorandum of its ob-'
jects. It iz claimed that the produc
tion of grain will become a greater
factor in the development of Canada
for the next few years at least, and

likely create an antificial scarecity of
the staple articles of food for some
years to come, and in all probability,
the' prices of cereals- and meat pro
ducts will be considérably augmenied
until conditiens become normal again.
It seems the duty of Canadians in ev-
ery walk of life to try as much as pos-
sible to stimulate the production of
food, and every man who is interested
in any land should see that as much of
it is brought under cultivation as is
possible.
proportion of this land rapidly under
cultivation iz to establish community
settlements throughout the country by
means of an organization into which
the management of the land shall be
given. That groups of families =hall
be organized, that each family Yeceive
i#n alictment of one hundred and sixty
acres of land; that they shall seftie
in small villages, and that they shall
be located in such & way that while

living closely together they will still |p

be near their farms.: This will mean
organization on the part of the group
for the purpose of both buying and

{selling; one of their number shall be

£elected By them for the purpose of doy
ing such business and receiving such
instructions as will enable ‘the group
to carry on the operations with the
greatest efficiency and economy:

“In the estimation of this executive
the land will have to-~be bought on

moderate rate of interest, and on the
amortization plan =o that it will be
able to work iteelf out without the
tettler having to mortgage the land
at a high rate of interest.

“The credit of the whole group shall
be back of every individual contract,
ag, in our estimation, this is the only
wuy in which the necessary amount of
funds can be made available for the
purpose. Experience of Europe has
shewn that groups such as these can
be given a reacorable amount of credit
suitable for their needs with absolute
salely. When the lands in the hands
of the committee iz sold, a bond will
be given to the owner for the value of
the Tand as agreed upon between the
trustees and the owner on the terms
of the sale as soon as the title is made
clear. In the estimation of this execu-
tive these bonds will have a perman-
ent market value, and would be looked
upon with the eame favor as an ip

or province, at least during normal
conditions. . v i

“It may be neceesary in the strenu-
ous and uncertain conditions that pre-
vail now that there might have to be
some endorsements by a governmfént
to give them immediate value, until in-
vesiors realized their value as they

are recognized in Europe.

THE WORK OF
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THE BIG GERMAN GUNS IN FRANCE.

SCENE IN SENLLS, PRBNIG, Bl v ANS AT BY TEE C_ B

expense fund, leaving a balance -of
$24 (081,25 2 .

A mew set of books was opened
March 14, and over night the balance
had shrunk to $4,972.90, there having
disappeared $19,108.35. For the nexi
year receipts were $494,047,21, of
which $338,865.93 was reported paid to
mature contracts and $155,181.28
charged to expenses, leiving $104.89.

Mr. Stillings, however, had not been
left to ply his trade in peace. On
March 25, 194, a fraud order was is
sued against the company and its offi-
cers and agents, and April 18, 1904, a
general fraud order for all postoffices.
Other fraud "orders were issued
against the Stillings brothers, their
forty-seven local agents as individuals,
at various dates from September, 1904,
to June, 1905. These orders, however,
merely led to the use of the express
companies or to the adoption of aliases
by the agents and the mailing of cor-
respondence in plain envelopes.

Stillings Brothers Arrested

Guy C. Stillings was arrested in Bos-
ton, Sept. 12, 1904, for wviolation of the
federal lottery lawe, and J. F. Knisely
and George E. Stillings were arrested
on the same charge on the days fol-
lowing. Indicted in November, 1904,
they were not treid until the following

this movement has been launched by
the Regina Board of Trade with a view
of increasing the production of grain.
The memorandum is in part as fol-
lows:

“At the presemt ume thousands of
capable laborers, who before coming
to Canada were engaged in farming
occupations, have been thrown out of
employment by the shutting down of
public works, railway construction,
city building and other work. These
poeple are eplendidly adapted for the
hard work connected with the devel-
opment of & new country and the hard-
ships of the pioneer.

“There are many millions of acres
of fertile land in Canada, particularly
in the west, uncultivated; these lands
are owned by individual epeculators,
large land compsdnies, by the rallway
companies, and in some instances by
the Dominion Government, and a
large percentage is subject to carrying
charges of taxes and interest, and is
non-trevenue producing in its present
condition. The statisticg of the Agri-
cultural Department of the Western
Provinces show the land exceed-
ingly productive of all cereals of ex-
cellent quality, for which a permanent
and increasing market exists in the
older countries. :

“The present European war will

« “It is absolutely necessary that be-
fore permanent settlement can be ob-
tained that some amount of credit
shall be extended to the groups to en-
able them to procure at least, at the
lowest possible price, the necessary
equipment to carry on their opera-
tions.

“This executive has made an estl-
mate of what will be required for this
purpose, and it believes, after consult-
ing with many people on the subject,
that a community of farmers, with
their families, starting under such au-
gpices, have a good chance to carry
out their obligations, and will become
permdnent and happy settlers. The
credit could be financed by an arrange-
ment between the Dominion govern-
ment and the banks. :

“It is estimated by those who have
given study to this matter that there
are fifty thousand heads of families,
who are trained farmers, available in
Canada.at the present time for settle-
ment. One hundred and sixty acres
of land to each of these would mean
that there would be 8,000,000 acres of
land immediately occupied and
brought very quickly under cultiva-
tion. )

_“A great many of the farm imple-
ments and facilities would be used by

the group in common, one of the ad

Our idea {o bring a large

long terms of payment, carrying a

vesfment, as bonds of a municipality

vantages of this system being that it
would not be neceseary for each indi-
vidual to have a large amount of idle
implements and equipment which
would only be used for a-short time.
Another great advantage would be
that the teams of horses or oxen could
be worked together when the neces
sity arose, such for instance as in
ploughing, and the membefs of the
community not engaged in driving
them could be employed in puttiug up
he necescary buildings, fences, and
looking after the general work of the
settlement. .It is not contemplated,
however, that the lands or products
should be held in common, each - indi-
vidual would have the benefit of his
own indusity and labor, each individ-
ual “of ‘the comminhy would be com-
peting with *his neighbor for the high-
est efficiency in production,’ and each
communify in turn would be compet-
ing with the other communities for su.

TemAacy.
. “This " feature of the Commaunity
Settlement idea, the exegutive thinks,

sults.” - '
CQQPERATION DURING

When Stockmen Cohdemned the' Aris-

tocracy for Killing Lambs

' and Calves
In common with many. of the pro-
phets of Bible times Ahijah, the man
who placed Jereboam over the 10
tribes of Israel, was a rural man, says
W. A. Lippincott. Elijah, who out-
witted the brilllant and scheming
Queen Jezebel, went about preaching
in his . shepherd’'s mantle and carry-
ing the shepherd’s staff, ag if proud
of his country origin. ;

Of Elisha, his successor, we are told
that at the time when Elijah offered
him a job as his helper he was plow-
ing with 12 yoke of oxen. The fact
that this is recorded we would inter-
pret to mean that he was considered a
gkilful teamster. Amos, the first man
who wrote “God” with a capital “G,”
who first preached that Jehovah was
not simply a local or tribal god, as
was- Marduk of Babylon, Chemeosh of
Moab  and Ashur of Assyria, one god
among many, but was the God of all
peoplés, who judged them not accord-
ing to their religious creeds and cere-
'monial rites, but according to their
acts, was a shepherd and a dresser of
sycamore trees. We might perhaps
class him as a general farmer because
the fruit of the sycamore tree was
ground into flour, out of which a

consumed by the poorer .classes.
Who But a Farmer?

think of condemning  the aristocracy
for eating the “lambs out of the fold
and the calves out of the midst of the
stall?” It was not in accord with his

breeding practice.
.Micah, the man- who' gave the best

been offered. in "his day, and which
has not been surpassed since: “What
does the Lord require of thee but to

.{do justly and to love mercy and Walk |

humbly with thy God,” was the son
of parents who homesteaded on the
borders of the Philistine  plain wheh
it was thrown open for settlement by
King Uzziah,

in religion, who was tried for heresy
because he was farseeing enough to
predict that if the people ' did not
change their ways their enemies
would over run 'the country and de-
stroy the temple along with the rest
of the town, was from the little coun-
try village of Anahoth, ‘which lay a
few miles north of Jerusalem. The
regulars im religion thought the tem-
ple could not be destroyed and con-
sidered him unorthodox when he said
it could. ;
Saul on the Range

When Saul first comes to our atten-
tion in the Old Testament he was out
on the range looking for his father's
asses that had broken away from the
picket or escaped the wrangler, Later
we find him coming after the herd out
of the field. David was a red-headed
farm boy called from keeping the
sheep to have Judge Samuel pass com-
pliments upon him to his father and
point out the great possibilities he
saw in the boy. Y

The problems which confronted the
people of the Old Testament and the
questions involved in current legisla-
tion have a ring just as modern as
has the tremendous preponderance of
country-bred folks who were ' listed
among the eminent and great. One of
the problems which they had- solved
and which we have not, was that of
co-operation among farmers. Another
was the question of concentration in
the ownership of land with its at-
tendant evil, the absentee landlord.

The laws deal with titles, modes of
inheritance, land tenures, the removal
of landmarks, live stock regulations,
sanitation and hygiene, the conserva-
tion of soil fertility pure breeding and
even the question of immigrant farm-
‘lers. And at least gne conversation is
recorded upon the subject of the wick-
edness of city life.

You will not find the subject of co-
operation discussed as such in the Old
Testament, perhaps, but you will find
it put into practice.

In Farm Villages

So far as can be learned, there were
no isolated farm houses where single

Would " have the most gratifying  re--

DAYS OF.-THE BIBLE |

coarse bread was made which was

Who but a livestock man would.

ideas of thrifty husbandry and good |

brief definition of religion that had

Jeremiah, the stalwart progressive |
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THE WEATHER MAY BE\

JAMES WHITCOMB RILEY.

’ﬁ’ ﬁatever the weather
AV Yhmaybe: savs he- <
Whatever the weather may b

The best is

3 X Ye can bri

"Whatever the weather may be” says he-

7, Whatever the weather may be!”

¥ Chi Il
S onaioni B e
 Wud the weather be changing
- Or the snowbe

he win

grass were yo

plaze,if vewill,
e wi

terest day,

wse ye cried

crucified?

» best is to make yer own svmmer"savs he,
“Whatever the weather may besays he—__/
“Whatever the weather may be!

s b i e b
D) Whatever the weather may be,

, g the Spring,wid its greenan'gold,
Q AN the grass inthe grove where the snow lies cold
(o An vell warm yer back wid a smiling face,
3 As ve sit at yer heart, like an owld fireplace,
An'toast the toes o’ yer sowl,”

Wl
COPYRY, L. o [ HE Bomes-MErrILL ComMpany

savs. he,

families live alone. As a general thing
a number of more or less related fam-
ilies united in forming a rural village.
These were not cities in any sense,
nor even small towns, but'little ham-
lets set in the midst of fields and hills.
The country districts were dotted with
these tiny villages and we find con-
stant reference tp them throughout
both the Old and the New Testaments.
In the land laws of Leviticus it says:
“The villages that have no wall around
them shall be reckoned with the fields
of the country.”. (Lev. 26:3). To city
people, like the citizens of Jerusalem,
these villages were considered as a
part of the open country, as:is indi-
cated in the Song of Solomon (7:11),
where it says, “Let us go forth inta
the field; let us lodge in the villages.”

Every morning the men went out to
the fields to work and at night they
came- back to the village for shelter,
Thus, in Judges 19:16 it says, “And be-
hold, there came an old man from his
work out of the field at even.” The
village in question was Gibbeah, which
lay a few miles north of Jerusalem
and was the home of Saul, who be-
came king of Israel. About Saul we
read, “Then came the messengers to
Gibeah of Saul, and behold Saul came
following the oxen out of the field.”
(I. Samuel 11:4, §).

David looked after his father’'s sheep
in the hills of Judah, but the family
headquarters were at the little village
of Bethlehem. And it was from this
same rural village that Jesus came in
later years.

In the same way most of the leading
characters of the Old Testament times
grew up in these rural villages. Ahijah
came from Shiloh. (I. Kings 17:1).
Elisha’s home was the village of Abel-
meholah. (I. Kings 17:1). Amos was
from Tekoa in the hills of southern
Judah. Mieah lived in Moresheth. Jere-
miah’s home was thé little village of
Anathoth, northeast of Jerusalem
(Jeremiah 1:1 and 32:7-9), and 8o on
down the list.

The reason for this gathering into

villages was that the farmers were
under the necessity of co-operating
against the attacks of enemies from
the desert and the surrounding coun-
tries. They co-pperated just as the
sturdy pioneers of our own early co-
ionial days co-operated in the use of
the - stockade—because they had - to.
And the trend of the tinges seems to
be that the farmers of today are co-

reason—because they find they have
to do it. It's a case of self-preserva-
tion now ag much as it was in Bible
or early colonial timres. The enemy: is
not the:same, save in the characteris-
tic of being a common enemy. Then
the necessity was military; now it is
economic and social, but it is just as
real. And there are those who have
studied this question deeply, who feel
very certain that the time will come
when the American farmers wiil again
be gathered into farm villages, as
the farmers of Germany have already
gathered, under the pressure of eco-
nomic necessity and as a part of a
board program of co-operation.

WHOEVER LOVES IS NEVER OLD

When life has been well spent age
is a loss of what it can well spare—
muscular strength, organic instincts,
gross bulk and works that belong to
these. But the central wisdom which
was old in infancy was young in four-
score years and, dropping off obstruc:
tions, leaves in happy subjects the
mind purified and wise. I have heard
that whoever doves 1s in no condition
old. I have heard that whenever the
name of man is spoken the doctrine
of immortality is announced. It
cleaves to his comstitution. The mode
of it baffles our wit, and no whisper
comes to us fromr the other side. But
the inference from the working of in-
tellect, having knowledge, having skill
—at the end of life just ready to be
born—affirms the inspiration of affec-
tion and of the moral sentiment.—
Ralph Waldo Emerson.

operating more and more for the same:

THE SHIP UPON THE IRISH COAST

Once upon the Irish coast a great
ship was wrecked and went down
beneath the waves. However did it
happen, people wondered. For the
captain was cautious and skilful, and
the ‘weather had not been severe
enough to occagion such a disaster.
But the great ship was wrecked, and
under water. But so much interest
was felt in the’' matter, and 'so many
questions as to the why and where
for¢ were brought up, that a diving
bell was sunk., A thorough examina-
tion was made. = 'What had caused
that wreck? The ship had deviated
widely from ‘its charted course, that
was evident. .But what had caused
it? With a careful captain, and wea-
ther only moderately inclement, how
had it happened that the ship had
steered o far from its course?

The examination went on. Finally
they came to the compass, and exa-
mined it carefully. Inside the box of
the compass they found a tiny bit of
steel, evidently the small point of a
knife blade. And how had it come
there? The day before the wreck, a
sailor had been sent to clean the com-
pass, and he had made use of his
pocket knife in the process. All un-
consciously he had' broken the point
of the blade and had left jt in the
compass box. So tiny was the broken
bit that it had escaped his notice.

But that bit of knife-blade influ-
enced the compass to such a degree
that the needle was widely deflected
from its proper bent. The great ship
was guided by the little compass, and
the little bit of steel in the compass
box wrecked the vessel. On such a
trifling thing may the safety of many
lives depend.

And it is upon trifiing things that
the happiness, the contentment of a
soul may hinge. . How jealously we
must watch these trifiing things!

The morning hour has gold in its
mouth.—Franklin.
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CHRISTMAS AND AFTER
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GOOD MORNING

Boss. LETME
TAKE YOUR
HAT AND COAT

ARE. YOUR ROOMS
YWamM ENOUGH ?

DO You
MORE HEAT SIR ?

WYWANT

NO THAMK
YOU JANITO!

—

AT 54

0

Cor )

4 WANT THIS
SNOW CLEANED
OFF!

YOU JOHNNY !

WE ‘LL
SKATE ALL
DA

YOUR BREAKFAST 1S
ALL READY ,DEAR
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