COPY OF A LETTER

ANDDRESSED TO R.J. WILMOT HORTON, ESQUIRE ;

BY THZ REVEREND DOCTOR STRACHAN,

ARCH.DEACON OT YORK, UPPER CANADA,

Duted 16th May, 1827 ;

RESPECTING THE STATE OF THE CHURCH IN THAT PROVINCE.

R J. WILMOT ::>RTON.
Golonial Departinent, Downing Street, May 22nd, 1827,

19 Bury Strcel, St. James’s, May 16th, 1627,

I TAKY, the liberly of inclasing, far the information of Lord Goderich, an Feelasiastical Chart of the Pravince of Upper Canada, which I believe to be
corroat for the present year, 1977, and fram which i aoneare that the Cliuech of Engtand has mads considerable pragress, and is rapidly inerenxing

The people arscomine forwardin a’l dirretions, offarine toassist in Bnilding elrarehes, and soliciting with the greatest anxiety the establishment of a 'ﬂeﬂled miniater,
[n1ard Ma vrasninet of obaininea respeatalila elaravnean unites nrivhbouchonds tozether and when one is sent of a mib! eonciliatory disnnsition, he is Psurem any settlement
i wh'gh hemas e slaeal, tn Gorm the resestble rart of the inhabitants intnan ircreasing eongregation. There are in the province 150 Townships, containing from 40 to 500
finilies, in rach of which n elargvman may e most iefully emooved s amt double thispumber will he required in lessthan 12 vears,

VWhon eantrastad weth ather denominations, the Choreh of Bogland nosd not he nshamed of the nrogress she has made,— Tilt 1818, there was only ane clergyman in Up-
pre Cavada, o mopber of the Chneeh of Seatlind,  Thie vantlemen brotzht un his {wo sans in the Choreh of England, of which they are now parish priesta.  After his
Qoo 1 pepeesmation wes sptit in three 4 visone, wiieh, with anather ea'laetel at Kinvston in 1822, enant forrr eonree sations in all, which are in communion_ with
the 1<k of Seothun, Twoare at prasent vueant, ol of the twe Seoteh Clergvinen now in the pravinee, ane hasannlied for holy orders in the Chureh of England,

Fhe paghors of the Lfferet denaminations, with the rxarttion of the 1wa ministers of the Church of Seotland. dhnngrﬂsnﬁonalﬁu, and a respectahle English Mission«
are wha neasidos, ol a Wedeyan Methodist mecting at Ringdan, aie for the most part from the United States, where they gather their knowledge and form their sentiments.
In ' elthe Metho U'st tenchers arnsuliieet to the arders ofthe Caiiference of the United Etates of America; and it is manifest that the Colonial Government neither has, norcan
Bave any other contrd wver them ar prevent them from gradoalty rendering a targe portion of the population by their influence and inslruclic:)ns. hostile to our institutions
Bot vevil and eelizions, than by inerensing the munber of the Bstablished Clergy.  ‘Twa as.ertions have been maule respacting the Church of England in Upper Cunadu’ '
worieh, I earrnet, ot cartainly tahave considerable influshce.  Fiest, that the clorgvmen heve no cangrezations, Now, [ affirm, from parsonal knéw)edge, that in 58 pla-
ere whersperatar areres otal arevies ja panfir na s iaes and eeupeetable cocereamations awemble, Thaseconl assertion is, that in tha Honse of Assembly, consisting
of 1t memhers, only tiwo belong ta the Charely of Fagland 1 now the fact ia that 18 a1t of the 41 swofzsste balang to the Church of Bagland, for the truth of which I pledge
Iyl aed ean. if neeossary, furnish the names; the remaiving 2§ are of varions drmoninatione. bat ceriainly not more than 3 ar 4 Seotch Presbyterians..

’ Wl Chisreh of Breglaad in Cumeda was savported for many yeurs, out of the very limitated and luctuating revenue of the venerahle society for promoting the Gospel
in :--rv’:;n ATt wingh Gl s Gitost W o.crense she number of the Clregy 3 but its means were 30 madequa‘e to thedemand, that it was at’length obliged to solicit the aid of
Guvernment 1o coniaaz and - extud its etfurts j—necondingly 8 siait sum m oid of 113 wwads nas been for woie years voted by the lmperia) Paslinment, of which Upper. Ca«
nat b regeives 1 partan, How inclieiant thys wdss to sapply the increasng necessities of the evlony, has heen sufliciently shewn ; ('or}he tendency of the population is to-
wards the Church of Engieodoand nothing but the want of moderate support prevents hier from spreading over the whole Province. '

Butit may be usked whiy do not thie Clergy Reservesaliorda remedy,  T'o make the anewer to this gquestion intelligible. a fow remarks are necessery,

Hy e Slot ot Geoodd e 31 157 of we kand in Uppee Canada is reserved fur the mawnienance of a Protestant Clergy, the operation of which provision offers at
thix tiote te clowurg resulis;—The nuwber of Towuships actunily surveyed, may be taken a1240. averaging 95,000, acres, ane seventh of which, 9,428, equal 47 reserved
otz vt WU aeres each;y comzequently the numbier i such oty 10240 Powualips, 1s about 11,000, coutauming 2- 1-3th nutlion of neres.

Batas these Lods prraake of Lie Juskity of tose around tnem, many luts Wkl be found, irem various causes, unfit for cuitivation, so that the number eligible for sellle-
ment cannol e taken sy Aore than 9,000 comtaining 1,806,000,  Thatthis provision will at no tite be ample for the suppart of a religious establishment, sufficient for the
pooutaton of Upper Canala when fully settled, will sutfic.ently appenr from the fuct, that the whole swizace of the culony does ﬁo\ exceed 31 millions of acres, of W‘hi(.:h not
e tha v 25 4 s ety of aal vatioa oz seveath of thes coataining 3,760,000 acres, or 15,800 reserved lots of 200 ncres ench will ultimately constitute the whole pro~
perly set wpart for the ma ntesance of a Protestant Clergy,  Now judging (rom what talces place in the Usiited States, each lot will not produce ina century an averuve S
rent of 200 per anuum, makieza total of £376.000, wh.chdivided among 2460 Clergymen, a very mali ntmber :or acountry nealy as lulge as Enwlaml. gives onl) _6188 to each,

Hither{o the riserved uads luve been wethcient trom causes now very obvious though uot purhiaps anbaiputed by the ununguxsheq statesmub, who advised the ap-

prog s wiad

The ez 1zes are t—1st.  The grent encourngement given by Clovernment. to settlers of zood churacler. by bestowing on them land on payment of a trifling fee,

2. Tiue gratuitous grants of Jand madeto such persons as retained thewr loyalty during the Americun revolutionary war, and to o}fxceps, suldicrg gnd sallora who aervgfl )
inthe late wor in Rurope and America, ’ T :

3. The proferonce given by the colonists to land in fee simple to leases, even where the lutter are more advantageous.

4. ThedifSenlty i collecting rents. fiom the snwallness of the umount chaiged on each Jot and frens bewg seatiered over the whole Province.

ol as applicants can get lanils of the best quality and in the must convenient situation for nothing or a mere trifle, the vatural consequence is, that therent of lands
upan lease is aimost pominal, ‘

In rezard ta the zross rental of the leased lota, it amounts to about £1200 per annum, and was fora long time swallowed up by the expense of making outthe leases
necessiry to wunvey ihe tith: to tothe applicant, and though this item of expense has been removed, it 19still reduced by the and pes centage of the Sheriffs,
whoare em loy ml Lo colieet 1t, from persons scattered over a suriace of nearly 40,000 square miles ; so that the net sumactually paid over to the treasurar does not much ex»
ceed £100 per annum. )

These thngs pressing forcibly on the minds of the Lord Bishop of Quebee and his Clergy,and on the Lielx(on{«nl Ciovernor of Upper Canada,and his Councilinduced
them to soek the pawer of selling the Clergy Recerves to a limited extent,as well as leasing them, leaving the proceeds to be disposed of as provided tor inthe31st Geo. U
ghap. SL. anl thisis the abject of the Bili betore Parlinment.

From thi: meaeure they look fur any iznportant advantages,

1 A larze nartion of the conntry naw in a manner locked up, would be made free.

2. The Lessees woll be niare punctaal in paying their rents far fear of lowngz any claim to renowal or udvantaf'coua purchase,
‘The means won-d be affordind of wultiplying Clergymen. to any number that might be required,
4, ‘Th> popular ohjection against the Reservesasa barrier to improvernent and internal communication, would in a Vreat degree ba eroveJ

5 ‘Thelmenal Pachament would inu few yeurs be relieved from the annual grant in aid of the society for propawahno the Gmpcl n lorexgn pnm, in as far as rcspecta

Uppm’ Cana-la, 3

Fwa or thrae hindred Clarzyman living in Upper Canada. in the midst of their eongregations, and rncewmﬂ’ the' f*rmter portxon of, theu- mc me fmm fonds
alin thiz ennntry, mast attach il more intim:tely the population of the colony fo the parent state. Thenr mﬂneucc wnuldwvradm\ny
intebitants a tarnand et g entirely Boelidh a: Y acquiring by degrees the direction of cducation which the, Cl(*r"y of I.n"land ln\'e nhvay

sentinents, and opinjons of the youth, must become British.




