August, 1920.

Wreck Commissioners’ Enquiries and Judgments.

B

;ﬂenxtlgu(li!;ﬁieha(;’e. been held and judg-
3 red in con i 1

oléonng ety g nection with the

ollision of s.s. Picton with Laurier

Pier, Montreal.

L.He'ldDat Montreal, June. 12, by Capt.
sioner emers, Dominion Wreck Comniis-
andJ,Ca551§ted by Capts. C. J. Stuart
t0 the ~11(}a:1ne, as nautical assessors, in-
a‘lriero lision of the s.s. Picton with the
ence thler, Montreal, June 8. The evi-
i caS~t,0Wed that while, in some cases
be tripi li’lg_ off of the stern tow line mas;
actop ia’ in this case it proved to be a
Picton nothg damage caused by the s.s.
the Tapt wing to an eddy, at the end of
the mo e pier, causing an inward flow,
stern ofmg}?t the line was cast off the
Wharf le ship, she gradually left the
the Laur?tll she was within 150 ft. of
the bel" Pier. In the meantime, those
Warneq tﬁ'ldge of the Picton had been
o reSpondat her engines were not ready
Made |, to orders, and no attempt was
the shj ytthe master or pilot to secure
£ on tho the wharf, both of them rely-
®Vidence e two tugs in attendance. The
tugs wa with respect to orders to the
Cepteq t}? conflicting, but the court ac-
tugs, whe version of the masters of the
ers, ando stated that they had no or-
fO_r the 4 found that the responsibility
With the amage caused to the pier, rest
the Pict pilot, A. Perreault, who allowed
Dier, thion to approach too close to the
Stern lins be’,ng brought about by the
engineg. e having been cast off before her
from eit}‘;vere ready, and without orders
Sequence of the pilot or master, in con-
drifteq 1;3 which, the stern of the ship
en. Th ft., before any action was
as they fe pilot erred in judgment and
ed bee ore reprimanded and caution-
Magte, Ofmore careful in future. The
algo P the Picton, M. Mathias, was
®Ngines w’°n9d, for the reason that his
h(; See the:e not ready, it being his duty
Trth befa his. ship did not leave her
0pini£re everything was in order.
Pass l‘)‘ was expressed that an order
seen Sl reast line ashore should have
tern Jine ) when it was found that the
";ere helg' Jlid been cast off. The tugs
T the (aJCc(i)detr:x(;; .be in any way to blame
- C. J. Stuart :
) Te , one of the assess-
eXonerggir ted that he could not agree to
:’tﬂted th:% the masters of the tugs. He
fras he dutWhlle of the opinion that it
tb:m the sh'y of the tugs to obey orders
thet~ their égtl_n tow, he did not consider
o y shoul d belei 1 ended there, but that
e icipate tha e, owing to experience,
ntrol a e pilot’s orders and have
the for thig Sr toeavmd such an accident,
oy I’:‘.“Sters Ofi1~on_he considered that
Wepne’s ty e Slqcennes-McNaught-
Te jointly gs Mathilda and Macsinco
stl.and.respons]b]e for the casualty.
AHe d at Mlng of the s.s. Quebec.
si;)nhemers orll)treql'.‘]““e 21, by Capt. L.
C, Jer, asgiéted({)mmlon Wreck Commis-
Sten: Stuart y Capts. C. Lapierre and
Ndip . as nautical assessors, into

8§ g of

3> Que Canada Steamship Lines’

G Thebec near Three Rivers (ige }m:lse

Sagype. COurt deci e
ecided that the pilot, E.

in ). €a
fo:us 03’1' sel‘red through over confidence
ng es, and that he was in default
tomg a cast of the lead occa-
2 in nasqertam if his vessel was
of dcense d _]!ngable waters. Being an
fay Caling pilot, the court had no method
t. eWlth him, but to find him at
court held that the first offi-

ee-Y.

cer .showed a lack of knowledge as to his
duties while in charge, and it took into
consideration that he was a stranger in
that service and had not received specific
instructions as to the role he had to play
in connection with the pilot and wheels-
man. He was therefore only reprimand-
ed severely, and cautioned to use better
judgment in future, and acquire a better
c_onception of his duties and responsibili-
ties as a first officer. The court expresse
the opinion that in view of the evidence
adduced, the chemical fumes from the
Wayagamack mills played an important
part in the casualty, as they cast a mist
over the surroundings, obliterating all
lights at intervals. It therefore strong-
ly recommended that some action be
taken in order to cause the elimination
once and for all of these fumes, which
to its knowledge have been a nuisance
and a danger to navigation in the vicinity
of Three Rivers for some time past.
Stranding of s.s. Manchester Division.
Held at Montreal, June 24, by Capt. J.
B. Henry, Wreck Commissioner, assisted
by Capts. J. C. Caine and C. J. Stuart,
as nautical assessors, into the stranding
of Manchester Liners’ s.s. Manchester
Division in Quebec harbor, June 7. The
court expressed the opinion that the cas-
valty was due to the parting of a new 9
in. hawser leading from the starboard
bow to the tug Belle. There was noth-
ing to indicate undue chafing of the
rope, which was protected on the stem
by a paunch mat, and the evidence of the
master of the Belle showed that the rope
parted well clear of the stem. After
the parting of the rope, the only prac-
tical manoeuver was thought of, and act-
ed upon, by the master and pilot, going
full speed ahead, with the helm hard a
starboard, in an ende i
ship’s head round to port, but owing to
the squally condition of the wind, thi
could not be executed before she took the
bank and stranded beam on, the striking
being so light, as not to be perceptible
to those on board. No reason for the
parting of the rope could be given, ex-
cept that there was an unknown defect.
No negligence was attributed to those
handling her, and both master and pilot

were exonerated, the court recommend-

ing that in going into this berth, vessels
each bow.

should use a line from
Stranding of s.s. Hamonic.

Held at Sarnia, Ont., July 21, before
Capt. L. A. Demers, Dominion Wreck
Commissioner, assisted by Capts. C. E.
Millard and W. A. Glass as nautical as-
sessors, into the cause of the grounding
of the Northern Navigation Co.’s s.s.
Hamonic off Hardwood Point, Lake Hur-
on, July 7. The master, Capt. O. M.
Wing, stated that he had been in com-
mand since 1913, without accident. On
July 6 he had occasion to alter his course,
to counteract leeway caused by a strong
breeze off the port side. His compasses
was but imperfectly adjusted in the
spring and as a result he had found an
error by observing ranges. He also stat-
ed that the towing. log had a new pro-
peller and he had not had the opportun-
ity of verifying its running. The sound-
ing machine was in order but not was
n being that one of the
had to be called from

¢.s. Huronic inside and as-
that that he was steering a
in a proper posi-

passed the
sumed from
correct course and was 1

tion as to location. The second officed
called him when fog came on, with the
information that he had seen a light
once, but had not had time to take a
pearing. He had not heard the fog horn
at Port aux Barques, but kept up his
speed until the ship struck. Soundings
showed that there was 18 ft. forward
and 16 ft. aft, and interior soundings re-
vealed a leak in mo. 1 hold. The ship
was released by the use of tugs. The
second_oﬂ"lcer, Andrew Allan, stated that
the ship was steered correctly and that
he haq not offered any suggestion as to
;eductlon of speed or soundings, assum-
ing that the captain was master of the
situation. The master was recalled and
notified that on his own evidence the
court would likely find him in default and
deal with his certificate, and that if he
wished to make a defence and secure
counsel, the court would adjourn but
he elected to leave the case in its hands

The court found that the master was
in‘defaul_t and stated that he gave his
evidence in a straightforward and honest
manner. It did not consider the accident
due to an error in judgment or careless
behavior, but to an omission to exercise
the necessary caution. Owing to his
yo_uth, clean record and straightforward
evidence, the court exercised leniency
and suspended his certificate, 6939, for
two months from July 21 to Sept. 20.
The second officer, Andrew Allan, was
exone}'a_t:ed, but cautioned that his re-
sponsibility and duties demand more than
to call the master and pace the bridge.

Welland Canal Lock Gate Accident.
Canada Steamship Lines’ s.s. Maple-
grove, downbound, with a cargo of wheat
July 11, struck the lower gates of lock 2
in the Welland canal, ploughing through
them in an 18 ft. descent to the level be-
low. The rush of water released from
the level above also carried out the heel
of both upper gates in lock 1 level. Three
spare gates were placed in position, and
navxgatlon resumed July 12, after a sus-
pension of 33 hours. Considerable trou-
ble was experienced in getting the two
lower gates out of the lock, they being
jammed together between the lock walls.
The floor of the lock on the outer recess
was covered with several feet of ma-
terial washed into it from the level above
and the re;noval of this by divers re-
qulred considerable time. The ship is be-
lived to have suffered heavy damage, and
after the rgmoval of her cargo, she is to
be placed in dry dock for examination
and repairs. The damage to the canal
lock is estimated at $7,600. It is said
that the .accidint (;was caused by the en-
gines going ahea inste i
while entering the lock.ad i i

Welland Ship Canal.—It i
that there _is to be a resumpti:n I:i’pg:g:g
on the various uncompleted contracts on
the Welland ship canal. Some work was
done on these contracts last year, espe-
cw:lly to relieve the unemploymen’t sigu-
ation, due to demobilization, the plants
being closed down again in December

Glen Transportation Co. Ltd. ;
inco_rporated under the Dominiz)):s (?:riri
panies Act, with $500,000 authorized cap-
ital and office at Midland, Ont., to carry
on a general transportation, towing
wreckx;n_g atr;ld saljﬁg': business, and in
connection therewl 0 own
steam and other ships. o ke



