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MANUFACTURERS THROW DOWN
GAUNTLET
The Canadian Manufacturers’ Associal
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THE GRAIN GROWERS’' GUIDE

public any reasonable argument in favor
of protection. One of them suggested ap-
proaching the farmers with the glad hand
and “a little coating sugar.” This is what
the farmers have been getting for vears. They
are tired of sugar coating and tired of the
protectionist tanff burden that has been placed
upon them. The manufacturers rejected any
proposition for meeting the farmers or for a
campaign to educate the farmers. Down in
their hearts they know that the farmers are
already educated to the wrongs which the
manufacturers have imposed upon them
They knew there was no use to approach
the farmers with the hope to convince them
that it was for the benefit of all Canada that
they should pay millions in annual toll to the
manufacturers But the audacity of the
manufacturers was shown in their final decision
This handful of 2,500 men showed their con-
tempt for the will of the people. They declared
that Canada was not a democracy and that the
will of the people amounted to nothing. They
boldly announced that rather than pay any
attention to the people they would go to Ottawa
when parliament opened and deal with the
members at Ottawa. What does that mean ?
Simply that the manufacturers believe that
their money carries more weight than the com-
bined influence of the farmers of Capada.
These manufacturers who have exacted toll
from the farmers for the { generation
have snapped their fingers in (c:lhn' of public
opinion. They have declared their contempt
for the people. They have practically said,
“We are the people who control the parliament
of Canada and make the tariff. We will do
as we like and the farmers will pay.” They
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that the manufacturers shall continue to ride
upon their necks. The Vancouver convention
of the manufacturers should prove to be the
greatest blessing to the far cers of Canada that
has yet fallen upon them. The farmers will
not sit still under the “system of the legalized
robbery” and allow the manufacturers to
hurl such a challenge into their teeth. The
farmers are aroused. They now see the dan-
ger face to face. They have demanded a down-
ward revision of the tariff that shall be fair
to everyone. If the farmers sit still at the
present time they will get no benefit in tariff
legislation this winter. This is the time for
the farmers to accept the challenge of the
manufacturers. This is the time for the farm-
ers Lo go to Ottawa and present their demands
to parliament. If the farmers send a delega-
tion of 500 farmers to Ottawa in December
and these are joined by several hundred dele-
gates from Ontario and the Maritime provinces,
they will command instant attention. The
organized farmers of all Canada today number
fully 60,000, and they represent the fﬂ'hng of
4,000,000 people who live upon Canadian farms
It is possible that the opinions of these 60,000
farmers with all they represent, will not carry
more weight at Ottawa than the opinion of
2,500 manufacturers, who are¢ ‘working merely
for the benefit of their own pockets. The
farmers must learn that the Canadian Manu-
facturers’ Association have no politics except
the “politics~of business.” The farmers
should do likewis® and cast aside the foolishness
of partyism. If the farmers remain divided
their efforts will be useless, but if they
are united their efforts cannot be resistec

Let us hope that every farmer will read care-
fully the report of the Manufacturers’ Associa-
tion and then consider whether he is satisfied
If the farmers
send their delegates to Ottaws they will win
their case, if they do not, the manufacturers
Already ot Minitonas, Manitoba,
the Grain Growers have decided to send a
lelegate to Mlawa Are there any other
local hranches in the West that favor the same

with conditions as they are

will win

heme? 1t is a question of fuedalism or demo
racy, and it remains with the farmers o say
which it shall he Ontario has already decided
the Mtawa delegation and Western vigor
equal to that of Eastern Canada
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