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Boys' and Girls -Fairs

S ——

ot Meitinasil Tonlen, Mas. . with part of bir remarbable sshibin

Among alh the rural educationsl movements of
teday nome -is perhaps more significant wr has
““canght on '’ se quickly a» that of havs” and girls
clubs. The rapidity of its growth is a direct re
flection of the hoayish enthusiasm bebind it. Every
where boys' and giris' clubs have heen established
they have evoked unusual interest, not osly amony
bays and girls of regular age, but amoag boys and
girls 3 whole lot alder They bave done mure to
create an interest in agricditure in rural schools
than any other factor, for they have furnished an
unusual means of putting the tearker in touch with
the home life of the pupil on the farm and creating
an aetive interest amony the parents in the sehools
The practical work done in the garden, field, feed
lot, workshop or sewing room furnishes unlimited
inspiration for lessons in the classroom. The pulse
of interest of tencher, pupil and parest is gquickened
s rommusily interest in home and sehool s created
that was never found hefare. In the Ugited States
these clubs have rum over fhe country Wb the
rapidity of a prairie fire. Thousands of the grown
we bave hecome fired with eathusiasm by them
In Maniteha they have grown in thiee years from
sothing to & membership of 15000, with 130 dis
triet fairs and 800 srhools participating. At thes
fairs & wosderful variety of exhibits is shows
and an interest evoeked that has been almost wsi
versally lacking in the fairs of grown ups Prises
are awarded in many cases, not for Saished ex
hikits aloae The whale seassn’s work counts
groatly in awarding the prises and a costinuily
of isterest is mamtained that heeps keen the in
terest of the participants in the work

‘ll’ outsiders have alse hevome greatly inter
ested in this work and the community beacht has
ach stopped at the school and home hut has spread
iste business. Baskers have bhevome enthusiastic
shout it. They are leading money 1o the hoys or
girhe te buy pigs or calves and to feed them. They
are offeving prizes, and valuable caes, to the win
nere in the pig club contesis, and as & result hoys
and girle are learning babils in finance and ar
counting that will be of inestimable beaefit to them
And in addition it might be sald the banhers are
learsing perhaps about as much a8 the bays and
givhs about pig mising and stork feelding

PBet while many of ws haow there s sark & move
ment as boys' and, girks’ clube and some ran quote
ualimited stafistics on ite rapidity of grewth, oaly
thase whe bave trained the chjblren for rampetition
whe have seen their siruggies 1o hring their werk
te perfection, the intensity of interest with which
they have waited sutside 5 tenl while the judges
werked in exasperating silence inside, how they
buret in later 1o view with delight or disappoint
ment the result of their summer s wark; whether
it was in canning of fruits, feeding of pigs, grew
Ing potatoss, raising chickens, vollecting  inseets,
growing seed grain, builling 8 desh or boak caw
ar sewing dresses and making hats, van vver really
hnon what bays' and girle ' club work and hoys ' and
girh' faire mean Veor voun cannal haow it unless
vou feel with the ehildren their elatios when they
see their winnings or their disappeintment and ¢
sulve 1o bhe among the fortunate pes ent vear M
their luek has bheen hard this time

T™he b asd girle s fairs for Maniteha
hase et ¢ loand ey walatives f The Ouide
vistted three of the last of these and have here

given their impgresinne -

The Pair At Steny Moustaln

I spent & day recently ot the Mays’ and Girle
Club Fair for Rechwood distriet, Masiteoba, bl
of Bteny Mountain. 1t was one of the most pleas
ant and istensely interesting days | have ever

ot anywhere. | saw over 30 boys and gils from
oty different swhonls, Teulon, Stoay Moustaid, Soae
wall, Palmeral, Gastos snd Tecumsrh meet and com
prie with cne ancther in & wonderful variety of
enhibite as well as in baseball, fosthall, playgreousd
ball, in » jemping and olher sparte

But the Boay Mountain Fair was sel confined
1o ehiMren. There w ® big erewd of parents
and visiters whe came sarly and stared late From
Teulen o spovial train of 112 came that redually
swelled ia sumbers putil it had 299 an it by the time
N rearhed Moy Mhantain Tenlon was plainis

What They Mean---Three District Fairs in Manitoba

it ta capture evPrything in sight and they got
their share although they had to gh some to deo it
Al the sehools were eonsalidated or eansolidated agri

cultural sehools bat Tecumseh whieh is a one roomed

] sehool that made some remarkable exhibits

There were 101 different classes of exhibits and
from two to six préees in each varying from 235
ents to 1.5 sir 1ha i) prizes were offered for

exhibits alone without races or hall games ‘.\.l
these prizeés were Tar poultry, eora, potatoes and
vegetables, farm mechanies, baking and preserving,
sewing and knitting, writing, drawing, map making,
sature study collection, grain and essays on “* What
iL means to be 3 Canadian

<The Stony Mountain Fair wad a central fair for
the distriet All the exhibits that were shown
here had been shown at other plages and had won
prizes. Only the best were collected for this fair
and you ecan readily see the competition was very
keen

I went out to judge the pigy and ealves but it
had been too diffieult te Lrig them in so far so
I was let off and spent nearly all my time talking
to hays and girls ‘whe had exhibits there, 1 could
have speat hours more deing this but had te leave
on the Iast car, an carly Gue

How One Girl Started Canning

Kate Mclnnell, the little girl shown on this page
with the exbibit of canned goods, . was there with
her father from Teulon and a proud father he wiy
That shown is only a small part of her exhibi

Welting Gwmie and Jrdiaiee Stasis made o e Taemes
e seemad Basel Butawd

Kgte won 33 prices at the local fair at Teulon, 25
of -I...r! were for canning and she must have cag
tured & lot more here. | sever saw & better ex
hikit of canned goods at any fair. She had péas,
beans, canlifiower, vegetable marrow, tomaloes,
cherries, plums (red and bive ), apricsts, pears and
peaches, In jellfles she had eranberry, red currant,
crab apple, and in pIFRrves gooscherrics and straw
berries. In pickles she had beets, gherkins, miped
piekien, onions, goverser’s sawre, mustard bgan
piekle, ete. Added 1o thess was g variety of canged
meats o

This little girl told me that Miss Athinsos, the
demonstrator for Qhe Departmest of AgriculQuee
Visited their school at Teulon in March and gave
& three days” demoshiration. Nhe had taught them
how 1o ean fraits ankl vegetahles by the vald '(h

or ane day method. Flesious te that they bad alwavs
sl the three day ethod and it was very dif8
~

cult to get interested it enocugh to cook the

vegetahlgs or fruits e

I asked Kate how she came to start this work
She said, ** 1 mi pever have started it but mamma
fell sick just aboyt the time we nee fed to do our
canning and preserving. You know mamma is not
erv strongg and there was no one to do this so |
started in to do the best I eould, 1 didn’t find it
very hard. [ remembered what Miss Atkinson had
shown s and then | saw in a paper a lot of things
that helped me, like a list of how long te blanch some
things and how long to sterillze. FPapa got me som¢
of the **Perfeet Seal’’ jars to” put ny frdit in be
cBum jss Atkinsonsaid that was the right kind
but u-%\u out of them before I was through. Mary,
my sister, has fifteen jars and good ones too, though
she doesn 't eare for canning as wueh as 1 do, You
know | won prizgs also on my pressed flowers
Did you gee them!'' Akd she led me off to see a
collection of 130 pressed Weeds and flowers all niee

Iy mounted and named.
A Budding Genius On Entomology

Nicholas Pankiw, 8 boy of Ruthenian descent, and
one that will be*a eredit to Canada for he is a
voming geuius on entomology, showed the collection
of inscets shown in the centre of the opposite page
There were at least 130 specimens in the eqse, nicely
mounted and named, generally with the seientifie
name also. - The different stages in the life history
of many iuseets were shown, such as those of the
polyphedhus moth, the cut worm moth, the dra
fly, ete. Entomeology is a marvellously interesting
study for it unfolds to one all the wonders of insect
life and many phases of evolution, so | huntéd up
Nicholas He was quite as interesting as the ex
hibit He began immediately to tell me his ex
ll’"l hees .

1 found the eoconn of five or six of ‘h(’lﬂ ly
phemus moths last spring. (This is one of our larg
est and handsomest moths with a wing expansion of

from four to six inches and is brown in color.) 1
brought thim in and after keeping them a short
time the voung females came out Yoy see the

leaf wrapped up in & round case with an opening
in the end, well that is where cach came out, One
of them Lggan to lay eges almost at osce. |
pat her on & paper so | could wateh her and in one
evening she laid over vse hundred eggs. They were
very hard, hrown in color and surrcunded with a
shieky substance that made them stick so fast te
the paper that | could hardly take them off. 1 sat
wp all night watehing her lay."" *““How many egge
did she lay! I sshed “As far as | could tell
$117,"" bhe replied. He bad the male and female,
the eggs, larva, pupa, covvon and parasites of this
beautiful big moth
He pointed out the svmph (voung wingless stage

of a deagen My and i he had examined it and
found it had a little >,-:?n shaped arrangement that it
trailed through the water for eatehing other in
seels o which it lived: " Thepe yousng nymphs
browse about in the hottom of a Jough and Snally
crawl up & reed or stick, leave their sking there and
cmerge 8 8 voul live das necsdle, -I.rhs‘ abwut
Aber and thither seady sow up people’s sars,
bring ssabes Jo lifé, ete, as the old supdretitions
say but none of which they renlly do. Nichelas had
all this down BSaes He showed me the various
stages in the Life histary of the eut worm, and he
Enew as muck as snyone on how 1o hoadie eut

Cofms Every insegt in his collection rejrerrnted

Mase yausual caperience. in cBasing across Belds

ligging srvund in maddy -,4,.‘ﬂ' or under old logs

lowbing the trees wr bhushes, studying these in
.
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