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“The
Farmers’
Interests
First”’

CORN SILAGE FOR BEEF
PRODUCTION

The value of corn silage as a succu
lent feed for dairy cows is well known
and its use for that purpose is wide
spread. Attention has now been direct
ed to the possibilitics of corn thus pre
pared for beef production, writes H. 1.
Smith in the Breeders’ Gazette. The
high price of corn which has prevailed
during recent years has lead to a larger
utilization of the cornstalk with less
dependence upon the grain itself. Not
only have a number of tests been made
at various state experiment stations, in
which silage has been made a part of
the ration for beef cattle, but farmers
thraout the country are fast putling
it into use. They seem especially ell
pleased with it. In l'!'\‘i.\‘\\‘lll;_' recent
literature covering experiment station
trinis, one notices little if any contra
diction of results. In practically every
test the use of a good quality of silage
has not only increased the gains, but
has at the same time lessened the cost
of production, and increased the profits
from feeding? In many trials the cost
of producing 100 pounds of beef by the
use of silage is $1 less than with o
ration which does not contain this feed.
These tests have.dealt with the value

of silage for winter feeding. The lim
ited acreage of pasture in a corn and
wheat state Iike Nebraska, and the fact
that there the growth of wrass is fre
quently curtailed by lack of rainfall,
especially during late summer, led me
to undertake an experiment to show the
value of silage fed to cattle during the
summer  months. Forty-eight steer
calves, each nine months old, averaging
a little over 500 pounds in \\_'ni;_'hl. woere

. divided into six groups 1"1' eight 1-:\|-l.1.
Two groups were to furnish a compuri
<on of a ration consisting of corn, al
falfa and corn stover (stalks) and a
ration consisting of corn, alfalfa and
corn silage. The remaining groups were
fed with the idea of comparing the
value of three so-called protein concen
trates—bran, linseed meal and cotton
seed meal, each fed in a rationm with
meal and corn silage to furnish
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Attention!

to your interests and wants is the foundation upon which our business is built.
This results in satisfaction for you in any business you may conduct through
us and also in a continual increase in business for us.
you wish to take proves this better than anything we can say.

made shows a comparison of these pro
tein concentrates with a protein rough
ave like alfalfa.

Stover and Silage Compared

During the period, beginning March
25 and ending Aug. 15, 1911 (twenty
weeks and three days), the calves fed
on the ration of corn, alfalfa and stover,
made an average daily gain of 1.52
pounds, while those fed on corn, alfalfa
and silage gained 1.85 pounds. The
stover calves consumed an average of
7.5 pounds of corn meal per day, where
as the silage calves were fed 6.1 poundsy
per day. The silage calves were given
1.4 pounds less per day because approxi-
mately that quantity of grain was pres
ent in the 15 pounds of silage. The test
was therefore a comparison of the value
of corn-stalks cured in the field and
later shredded, with converted
into silage. The grain and alfalfa fed
was the same in both groups.

With corn valued at that time at 45
cents per bushel, alfalfa at $8 per ton,
corn silage at $3 per ton and shredded
corn stover at $3 per ton, the cost of
producing 100 pounds of gain on corn,
alfalfa and stover ‘was #5.42, whereas
on the ration of corn, alfalfa and silage
the cost of gain was but $4.66 per cwt.
This cost of l)r(nlll('tiun on the two
rations made the average profit on the
stover steers $1.31 for the summer
period, while the profit on the silage
steers was $5.88 for the same period.
This profit was made on a selling price
of 50 cents per cwt. in advance of cost
price in both groups. As all
calves were fed in the barn, with exer
adjoining, and received no
grass whatever, the results are very
favorable to the use of silage as a suhb
stitute for grass.

Alfalfa, of Course

The results of both fall and winter
experiments, in which coniparisons were
made of the value of bran, linseed meal
and cold-pressed cottonseed cake, each
fed as a supplement to corn and silage,
shows the bran to be worth #17.20 per
ton.and linseed meal $20.74 in compari-
son with cold pressed cottonseed cake

stalks

these

cise lots
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Calgary

which cost $25 per ton at the time. The
gains made on the ration consisting of
corn, alfalfa and silage (in comparison
with the ration of corn, bran and silage)
are such as to show that alfalfa had a
feeding value but $1 per ton lower than
This confirms numerous other
tests made by me during the past ten
yvears while in Nebraska, namely, that
heef can be produced in that state at
the lowest cost and with the greatest
profit on a combination of the corn
plant and alfalfa hay, and these figures
indicate that the stalk of the corn
plant is more valuahle when converted

hran.

into silage.
Silage vs. Grain S

Two other tests have recently been
made by me to furnish data as to which
is the most profitable, the feeding of a
large quantity of silage and a small
quantity o: grain, or a medium quan-
tity of each, or a ration consisting of a
light feed of silage and a heavy feed of
vrain, alfalfa forming a part of each
of the three rations. The results show
that during the finishing process it is
more profitable to use grain more liber
ally, and silage in a moderate quantity.
When the cattle are young, however, the
reverse is true. In feeding a second
bunch of thirty-two calves from Jan. 25
to May 19, 1912 (sixteen weeks), the
average weight of the calves being 380
pounds at the beginning, it was found
that the group fed 16.6 pounds of silage
and 6 pounds of alfalfa daily per calf
made average daily gains of 1.36 pounds.
With the ration consisting of 12 pounds
of silage, 6 pounds of alfalfa and 3
pounds of corn meal, the average daily
gain was 1.7 pounds. With 9 pounds of
silage, 6 pounds of alfalfa and 6 pounds
of corn, the average gain was 1.9
pounds and with 6 pounds of silage and
5 pounds of alfalfa and 9 pounds of
corn meal, the average gain was 2.26
pounds. But, while with the larger use
of corn meal and the more limited use
of silage the daily gains were larger,
the cost of producing these gain in-
creased in proportion to the amount of
arain fed. In the first group with the
heavy feeding of silage, and with alfalfa
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Every fact and figure that

Our interest is not confined to handling your grain so that you
The earnings from handling your grain at once go back
into a business that is working for you to reduce the cost of necessities which you
Just look closely into the question; that is all we ask you to do.
You will find that besides being able to get your grain handled to your full satis-
faction, you can get infinitely better values in buying your Coal, Flour, Lumber,
Fence Wire, Fence Posts, etc., through us.
have just started to handle Farm Machinery and Vehicles and others have not
had time to come to our basis of doing business, you will find the contrast more
clearly marked. Deal in every way you can through the farmers’ own company
and you will find it is just a clear cut money saving proposition for you all round.

Above all, at this time, because we

The Grain Growers’ Grain Co., Ltd.

Fort William New Westminster

but no grain, 100 pounds of gain cost
hut $4.10; where 3 pounds of grain was
fed the cost was $5.44; where 6 pounds
of grain was supplied the cost was $5.70,
and where 9 pounds of grain was fed
per day, limiting the silage to 6 pounds.
the cost of 100 pounds of gain was
$6.14.  This would shidw great possibili
ties with alfalfa and silage fed liberally
during the growing period and at the
present price of beef the cost of gains
can bhe kept sufficiently low to give
large profits on the growing out of such
cattle, finishing them off for beef at a
later time, probably not later than the
age of two and one-half vears.

ED. NOTE.—The results of the above
experiments as carried out in Nebraska
would indicate that silage can be fed
to very good advantage in the produc
tion of beef. Corn can be grown in
practically every locality in the West.
Progressive farmers in several localities:
have silos on their farms in operation.
The Guide would be giad to receive and
pay for, any eXperiences which anyone
may have had in feeding <ilage to any
kind of stock. '

JEALOUS

\ minister, spending a holiday in the
north of Ireland, was out walking, and,
fecling very thirsty, called at a farm
house for a drink of milk, and while he
was (queching his thirst a number of
pigs got round about him. The minister
noticed that the pigs were very strange
in their manner, so he said:

“My good lady, why are the PIgs so
excited 2

The farmer's wife replied: “Sure,
it's no wonder they are excited, sir: it's
their own little bowl yvou are drinking
out of!”

QUICK THINKING
Briggs: ‘‘Say, can vou lend me five
or ten !

Braggs: “No——"

Briggs: * minutes 7 I think |
can show you how to make some

money.’
Jraggs: * ~trouble at all You

can have twenty if you want ™
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