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The Panama Canal
The Effect of the New Ocean Route on Western Grain Freights

B, JOHN COGGSWEU.
lied U» huai (‘aeel b*n Is «para 

lies daring the marketing «esana for 
Alberta's 1*11 wheel crue. lin. grain 
woeld Ware been worth al Usai ea a44l 
lieeal tbreo Militas dollar.

Had ha bewa able le ehll» hie grata le 
bslh Ihrwegh lhe raeal la Ih#
Aligna farmer woeld hare received eo 
add "loeal *S '■este far every heehel 
ef grêla ha prod need

Alberta "e wheel rr*a fut 1*11 
emoeated. areordlag le Pomialoa (1er 
eremeet étal lai Ica, le 18,143,000 be«h 
aie. The l*aaama Caaal win. Il haa beaa 
reck need from opinions »i|weaee I by 
aelhontiaa, redace lhe average freight 
from Alberta pointa le Liverpool eboel 
*H eeela par bushel A «impie ma lhe 
metleal proreaa ehewa thaï lhe eaaal 
■ «old hare meeal fl.oTî.Ut added le 
lhe retarae for Alberta "a wheel crop 
of leet veer.

The above figure. are moat coeeerra 
lire, la feet, dorlag the greater part 
of Alberts '« marketing eeaaoe, there 
will be a redorlioa of approsimately IÎ 
reala per beehel la I ha freight bet ware 
Alberta polala aad Liverpool. Aleo la 
the above rom petal low the freight rale 
on wheel from Vaaroover lo iJverpool 
via the I’aeama Ceaal ha. bare placed 
at » feet» per beehel. althoegh eorwa 
grata mee .ormlee that il will be as low 
aa * rant» Which .how. that the Pane 
ma Caeal don Id eeaily hare been 
worth three mlllloa dollar, to the farm 
era of Alberta had It beea open to earl 
gatloa dnriag the fall and winter of 
1*11 aad 1*1*

At preent the Alberta farmer la at 
•omethlag of a dieedraetage la market 
ing hie grain cropa The Liverpool mar 
he! eet. the price of the world 'a wheal. 
Mpeahing in general lerme, wheat at the 
initial elevator la worth the Liverpool 
price lean the coat of geltlag the grain 
lo that market, irrespective of whether 
the grain goew to the Eagli.h market or 
elaewhere. At Ilmen local coédition, 
make a difference, but In Canada, where 
there in a large egeeaa for eaport, the 
price le practically elwaye eel by Liver
pool.

The Present Rites
The following table ehowe the freight 

rates, summer and winter, per beehel 
••n wheat from each of the three Prairie 
1‘roviarce to Liverpool via Port Wil 
ham and Atlantic porta. For each prov
ince the average rate ia given. Pointe 
ia ee.tern section, of each, of coorae, 
enjoy-a lower rate than do thnee in the 
weatera:

Moving the Far West nearer to Liverpool
Vtxlfr present rendition*, the* farther Weat a Canadian farmer ia 

situated the Iran he rrrrivra for hi. wheat, quality mnaidered. on ar- 
munt of the heavier freight rale to ldverpool. which market art* the 
price of Canadian grain The following table «how. the equaliiation 
in freight rate* that will take place when the Panama Canal ia open 
for traffic. The map» and article give the reamm* for this 
equalisation
Province Present Rate. Rates when Canal Opens Reduction

Summer Winter Summer Winter Summer Winter
Alberta .’-V Me 23r 23c 12c
Saskatchewan M Sit 24r 27c Illirhangerl 4<
Manitoba........ 21 r 2Sr 2lr 28c umhangrtj inn-hanger!

Freight rates are lower from Fort William to Uverpool when the 
(ireal Idiken are open to navigation, than during the winter, when all 
ahipment* must go over the "all-rail" mute.

The average rate for all seasons from the three provinces will be 
about a* follows: Manitolm. 24 H cent* per huehef; Saskatchewan. 
25 h cent* per hnehel; Alberta 23 cent* per bushel. Saskatchewan'»
middle pi mit ion 
favor either.

'in
Tin

ivea her the choice of the two rouir* when condition* 
ia should offset her apparent disadvantage. Treat

ing Western Canada aa a whole, the rales on wheat from the various 
province, will he a* nearly equal a* possible with three differently 
situated districts.

■alee by

The fetlewtag table .hews compare 
live freight raise from lb# three 
Prairie Prevlevee to Liverpool whoa 
Wcetera grata may be carried Ikreegh 
Ibe Panama Canal

By Peoeme Caaal
Alberta ......................
naakatebewaa

Saskatchewan 
Maaltobe ...

Mummer Wiater 
..He Oc
.. 27s Itr

34c
II#

SI#
He

Thee the three prevteeae will he prac 
tire II y ee the earn# feel lag Alberta 
aad Wcetera Mee hale he was will ship 
their grwle.le Vaaceaver aad la balk hy 
ereea bottom# ikreegh the Pa Bate# Oa 
eel la Liverpool el a charge raegiag 
from 33 le *7 reel, per heehel or ae 
average of 33 real# per beehel freight 
Heaters fteakalchawae aad Manitoba 
will ship via Fort William aad Ailaaitc 
porta el chargee raegtag from 81 te SI 
reels per beehel, ee average ef 88 teals 
per beehel freight Orale going Feat 
• hoeId have a alight advantage la gale 
lag oeeeelosally very lew rale# ae 
"trimming" la eraaa hart sms This 
will probably overcome the oeecest ad 
«salage Ih# Weatera root# ee joy. ee 
paper

To Fort Ft. Wm. to Total lo
William. Live

Horn:vr: Live
Hem.

r^. ...

Alberta ... lSe 13c 20c 2*c 35c
Meah. .. .... Me I3e 80c 24c 31e
Mae ...___ Se 13c SOe 21c 2Ae

The Alberta farmer he. aa alternative 
mate, bat price# are neldom each a. to 
make it available This la to ehlp hy 
rail to X ancoaver aad from there by 
oceew to Liverpool via Huer Ceaal, Cape 
Mora or lo Tehaunlepec, Mesico, thence 
across the letbmu. by rail. The aver 
age rale from Alberta poiate lo Vae 
couver le 14 rente per buehel From 
Venrouver lo Liverpool iw ocean hot 
tome the freight averages I* eeate per 
beehel; a total freight rale, Albert# to 
Liverpool, of 38 real# per buehel. He 
eidew Hit*, there la a charge of A eent* 
per bushel for seeking the grain, aa 
there are no elevntora nt Vnneouver and 
at earn en are not equipped for earrying 
grain in bulk, making a total roet of 
I« real# per bushel, by the Western 
route.

Thua, even ia wiater, when the Orval 
lain are froren and the more einen 
aive "all rail" route must be need from

Alberta to tide water, there la always 
aa advantage la favor of the Roetern 
route of at leant 3 eeata per beehel. But 
elevetora at Vaacouver, which etrec 
lure, are projected bow aad will aoon 
be la course of construction, and the 
rale favors the Fastern mute when the 
lahee are open aad the Weatera daring 
the wiater.

It pals the Alberta farmer 3 cent# 
a buehel nearer the Liverpool market 
la the wiater. bat atill ley## him ia 
aa unsatisfactory pooilioa. lie reive# 
just ea good wheal a. doe. the farmer 
nt Heehatehewea or Manitoba, aad yet 
he must be content with a smaller re
turn. on areouat of the greeter freight 
rale. At present he ia helpless bat with 
tile M|»ning of I he Panama •"anal he 
will «land level with hie brethren far
ther Rest.

Both grain shipper, and freight rate 
es|>erte hnve bien consulted in i^bnat 
ing the rate will be charged on
grain shipments from Vancouver lo 
Liverpool vis the l*anamn Caaal. Estl 
mute, ranged from 4 to 9 cents per 
buahel. The higher flgure ha# been uee<| 
in these calculât..ms

The Alberta farmer la loreted about 
1,300 miles from Fort William aad bet 
«60 mile# from Vancouver A freight 
ear ran make two tripe from Vaacouver 
la the some length of time consumed 
In tanking nee trio lo Fort William 
Thee each available freight car will 
have doable efficiency when Alberta's 
grata is going in Veneoever for ship 
meal via the Panama Caaal la other 
word#, the same a umber ef ears will 
move doable the a mow at of graifi la the 
same length of time.

The benefits that will sec rue lo all 
Western Canada through the opeelag 
of the Paaamu Caaal ara ne in emu. But 
no province will profit more then will 
Alberta. She will be pinched from an 
inferior marketing position aad placed 
level with the other agricultural prov 
Inceo. To her lhe canal will be worth 
million, yearly, considering the wheat 
crop alone I-ast year, from thie source. 
It would have tamed a fall three mlllloa 
dollars late the pockets ef the Alberta 
farmer And lees than a loath of the 
arable lands of the province are aader 
cultivation!
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THE ARROWS SHOW THE PRESENT ROUTE OF WESTERN CANADIAN DRAIN.
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THE ARROWS SHOW THE R0UTFS OF WESTERN CANADIAN GRAIN AFTER THE OPENING OF THE PANAMA CANAL.


