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A TRIP THROUGH THE UPPER OTTAWA 
MISSION.

Sib,—I have just returned from a trip through this 
important and well-known Mission, and following 
the example of former deputations, will give you 
brief account of my visit and the impressions of an 
outsider, as to the character and condition <of the 
work. Accustomed to populous centres or well 
settled agricultural districts, one can hardly imagine 
that a day’s journey will land you in so purely a field 
of mission work. Few have realised that the Ontario 
Diocese has such mission fields. I could not help 
feeling that great faith is required in those sent to 
labour in such a district. Instead of one or two large 
congregations the people are so scattered that they 
can be gathered in small numbers only, which renders 
necessary the formation of numerous congregations, 
each requiring almost as much attention as if three 
or four times as large. The travelling from parish to 
parish Is almost incessant, especially on the part of 
the priest in charge, as he can rarely be with the 
same congregation two consecutive Sundays. Mr. 
Bliss has associated with him a deacon and a lay 
assistant. The organization is very thorough and the 
plan of work well arranged. I held five meetings on 
behalf of our Mission Fund ; the largest congregation 
numbered 40 and the smallest 12 ; all the meetings 
but two were on week days ; the largest offertory was 
a little over eight dollars, the smallest two dollars. 
In proportion to numbers the contributions bear most 
favourable comparison with our old established mis­
sions. A good Church tone prevails everywhere, and 
the little churches are substantial in their construction, 
well kept, and very oburobly in their arrangements 
The great pity is that the Church did not begin her 
work some years earlier. Dissenting agencies are 
at work in most of the stations, but our missionaries 
are active and never spare themselves. There is it 
one or two sections some very fine land, which being 
free grant will soon settle. It is the large quantity of 
poor land here and there that makes it necessary to 
embrace so large a section as one hundred miles. 
The Churoo population in that whole distance is, I 
am informed, five hundred. Mr. Bliss's plan of 
“ Associate Mission ” is admirably adapted to this 
work, as it appears the only way to get a maxin um 
amount of woik at a minimum cost. The travelling is 
by rail and on foot, it is certainly a most active life, 
and one which nqiires a peculiar aptitude in its 
dir» ction sud mansgement. I was much impressed 
and plea-ed with all I saw, and all faithful Churchmen 
must r. j iici to know that at last the Church is alive 
ti the usOHRsitv of iuob new work It is to be most 
earnestly hoped that the mission fund will be so 
heartily supported tuioughout the diocese that such 
work mav be well su .tamed aud other new diocesan 
fl-dds opened up by our ini--douanes. Mr. Bliss ac­
companied me throughout the whole mission, and Mr 
Qiarterrname was with us until a summons came to 
Visiu one ui the outstatious tor a funeral. When I 
left Cuaik R.ver, alter a week’s constant travel, Mr 
Buss wa- ] i-it slatting to open another new station, 
Petewuua, U0 miles Worn Maitawo, where he had been 
repeatedly pressed to start a service. Since my re 
turn 1 have had a lew lines from him stating that be 
was much encouraged at tiny new point, having an 
attendance ui 40 at the sen ice, aud that over hall 
the neighbouring settlers were Church people. He 
has ariauged to give them a rtgular monthly service 

I hope y <ur many readers turoughout the diocese 
may find this an interesting aud encouraging account 
of my bnet visit to our mission on the Upper Ottawa
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demanding as a moral right that this year the " Mass 
Meeting” should be addressed only by moderate men, 
ireviuus meetings having been in the hands of total 
abstainers. The utmost, however, that can be 
achieved, is that the honors should be fairly divided 
this year, chiefly, baoiuse the moderate men, as a 
class, have shewn so little enthusiasm hitherto. Let 
them now come forward and show themselves as 
enthusiastic for true temperance as abstainers are for 
total abstinence. We want speakers, writers, and 
listeners for this conference.

If the moderate section now come forward in nom 
bers and force sufficient to assert their right to be 
heard as to the advantage of true temperance, the 
Society may be saved from extinction and absorption, 
aud the Catholic principle (upon which it takes its 
stand) of true temperance canmake itself felt. On 
the other hand, if this chance is allowed to pass, the 
farce of a double basis may as well be given up, the 
Society disbanded, and the field left to prohibitionists 
for a “ walk over.”

Canon Wilberforoe, the other day, stated his convie 
tion that the C. E. T. S. in England was destined to 
be lost in the liquor interest, because of its modera­
tion in dealing with that interest, and he quoted the 
lines :— <

•‘There was a young lady of Niger 
Who went for a ride on a tiger,

They returned from that ride 
With the lady inside,

And a smile on the face of the tiger.”
In our case, in Canada, the tiger is prohibition, and 

must be met with weapons as fierce aud strong as its 
own. The moderate section of the C. E. T. S. has 
been too long content to ride along on the tiger's 
back ; if they do not take care they will soon be—in 
side.—Yours sincerely,

Richard Harrison.

0. E. T. 8. AND PROHIBITION.

Sir.—I was glad to see your remarks on the proposed 
Temperance Conference of the diocese in May, 
The C. E. T. S. here is in a very critical condition, 
owing, I believe, to our failure to preserve the double 
basis principle upon which u is founded. It has been 
managed too much m the interest of the total abstin­
ence section : either on account of the aggressive char 
aoter of these members, or the apathy of the moder 
ate members—probably botu. Au attempt is being 
made to b dance tbe platform this year aud have it on 
an exact line, by the thorough representation of both 
sections of the Society. There was ground fo.

EXTEMPORE PREACHING.

Sib,—The Rev. Geo. B. Motley, speaking of the 
Church nofr being more progressive in the rural dis­
tricts, says in his letter :

" I believe the principal reason is that our men do 
not practice extempore preaching. Any clergyman 
that cannot preach without a manuscript, is to the 
mind of the great majority of people unlearned. He 
may be a B. A., M. A., D D., or any otner D. 8.; but 
all is of no avail if be cannot ascend the pulpit and 
give—what shall I call it ?—a 1 rattler ;' this is what 
draws. Therefore, if the demand is for rattlers, then 
rattlers we must have, or else retire from the field ; a 
demand will bring a supply, and if the supply be not 
forthcoming from the Church, the supply has in the 
past, and will no doubt in the future come from the 
sects, and the Church thereby forced into the rear 
ranks.”

The history of our Church is identified, not with 
read but with spoken discourses, and that has been a 
source of its power, previous to and after tne Refor­
mation. The powerful unread discourses delivered at 
Paul's Cross had a wonderful effect on the people. 
Discourses really extempore are probably but rarely 
delivered. More or less preparation is not only gen 
eral, but necessary. There are congregations which 
prefer sermons to be read, others to have them spo 
ken. Some years ago a congregation requested me 
not to use a MS. as the people prefered preaching 
without it ; another congregation asked me not to 
-peak without a written discourse as it was more 
Church like, and the people did not like extempore 
preaching. The late Bishop Hiiberioi ce directed m 
his charge that his clergy should at least, deliver one 
extempore discourse out of his two Sunday discourses. 
It is significant tc note that whilst the habit of read 
mg sermons has been argued against by some minis­
ters of the Church of England, it has keen on the in 
crease by the various denominations. A Baptist min 
ister said to me he always read his discourses, “ And 
I say by the time we get into it, the Episcopal Church 
will get out of it.” A uenerable dame, who, on being 
asked on her return from Church what the great Di­
vine from the city had been saying, resolutely assert­
ed she 1 could not mind,” giving as her reason that 
“ he read;” and on being asked how that prevented 
her ”minding,” replied, -‘If the man could not mind 
his own sermon, how could he expect me to mmu it." 
A young man from tbe city visiting the country, ar­
gued in favor of reading, as being more favorable to 
correctness of diction. His chief opponent was a 
miller, who closed his argument by saying, ” Oh yes, 
you folks in the town are great grammar critics, but 
m the country we like best to have it hot and hashy."

Mr. Morley attributes as the poincipal reason of the 
Church not being more progressive is the want of 
extempore preaching ; bnt there are other and more 
formidable causes. Neither written nor extempore 
preaching will, avail much to bring men to the know­
ledge of Const, unless the soul of the preacher is 
saturated with the influences of the Holy Ghost— 
unless he feels the lovo of God shed abroad in his

heart by the Holy Ghost given unto him ; and just in 
proportion as he feels the love of God pervading fijg 
own heart, will he wish to communicate it to others

It is plain that no man can teach what he himself 
does not know. There are two ways of knowing 
divine truth, experimentally and theoretically. The 

me of the pulpit has been fearfully lowered by the 
troduction of essays on science and philosophy, and 

sometimes Church politics, and on such themes as 
the aesthetics of dress and varigated altar cloths, Ac. 
while the people have been starved on stale platitudes 
and pointless generalities, or drugged with medieval 
mixtures, in place of the plain and pure gospel of 
Jesus Christ, while some of the people have been more 
and more alienated from the Church.

The grand theme of Apostolic preaching was Chrtst, 
To-day the theme is divinely appropriate as ever! 
To day the world needs Christ aS it needed Him frhcn 
Let men preach Christ, and theirlpreaohing will bring 
life to dead souls. . .TT-~-

The Bishop of Salisbury having a young man of 
promising abilities to preach before Gaorge HI., the 
Bishop, in conversation afterwards, wishing to get 
the king’s opinion said, “ Does not your majesty think 
that tbe young man who had the honor to preach be­
fore your majesty, is likely to make a good clergyman, 
and has this morning delivered a good sermon ?" 
To which the king, in his usual blunt manner, hastily 
replied, “ It might have been a good sermon, my lord, 
for aught I know, but I consider no sermon good that 
has nothing of Cnrist in it.”

Effective preaching, must be faithful, affectionate, 
and earnest—all three combined. It must be fearless, 
crushing through the prejudices and tecret sins of the 
hearer. 11 Masillon, ycu have offended me," said 
Louis XIV. to the great preacher. “ That is what I 
wished to do, sire,” said he, effective preaching is 
1 not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith 
the Lord of Hosts.’ In a preacher nothing can be a 
substitute for earnestness. “ How is it,” said a bishop 
to a player, ‘‘ that your performances, which are but 
pictures of the imagination, produce so much more 
effect than our sermons, which are all realities?”
”Because," said the player, "we represent our fic­
tions as though they were realities, and you preach 
your realities as though they were fictions." A good 
deal of the preaching of the present day is from the 
head, it is intellectual. There are brains in it, but no 
soul. Such preaching is, perhaps, adapted to the 
wants of many, but to the needs of few. The reputa­
tion of parishes has as much to do with success as the 
reputation of the ministry. A set of grumbling and 
fossil members may give a congregation such a repu­
tation that no live man will connect himself with it 
As we grow older, we learn to prize more thd simpler 
truths of the faith. Vhere never was a time at which 
more interest was shown in the externals of religion. 
We want more of the old style of preaching—the Mud 
they had before railways and steamboats, telegraphs 
and telephones—the kind that did not ttckle the ear 
and starve the soul.

It is a question whether the work of the pulpit or 
the pastorate is the more important. There have 
been men wno have had no great gift as preachers, 
who, by reason of their kindliness, common sense, and 
diligence as pastors, have succeeded in building or in 
keeping up good congregations, whilst there have been 
men gilted with noSmall power of pulpit eloquence, 
who by reason of their failure as pastors, have sue- 
ceued in reducing a once flourishing congregation to 
zero. There are clerical ” dead heads ” who push 
better men from the gospel car. That the pulpit thus 
manned, should be powerless, is a nutural sequence.

Feb. 12th, 1886. Philip Tocquk.

A TRENCHANT REPLY.

Sir,—I am obliged to you for publishing my former 
letter. Your editorial comments on it, however, sure, 
it seems to me, open to exception.

Tne true Ecolesia Anghoana in the documents of 
the middle ages, I submit, means that branch of the 
one Catholic and Apostolic Church which had been 
established in England. It was the only Church ex­
isting in England, it was composed of the English 
people, and it was called the Church of England. 
Surely it is a mere paradox to say that it was not the 
Church of England.

But you suggest that it was not established prior to 
the Reformation. Is not this a mere popular error ? 
How could any ohurob, by any possibility, have been 
more established by law than was the Church of Eng­
land. The Church had been established in England 
probably a thousand years before Magna Charts : dur­
ing all that time it had been increasing its influence 
until the whole population had practically been drawn 
within its fold. It had been endowed in all these 
years, not, it is true, in gross, if I may so speak, but 
in detail, its priests and bishops had acquired by long 
established custom the rights of corporations ; her 
bishops, too, were a recognized part of the body poli­
tic, and the spiritual courts were established and 
recognized. The laity, too, had acquired* rights O
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